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« be clean alſo. . Nevertheleſs, Pi- 
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Attention of the learned World 55 his 
various Publications on Philoſophical 
Subjects. 1 9 1 el © 
Soren. Pray, Sir, ny „ latk what were 
the Titles of his Philoſophical Works? 
PIII. Of thoſe which I have ſeen, 
one of the moſt important and vo! m 
nous is entitled, Works Philoſophical | 
and Mineral. It was printed under the 
Author's own Inſpection, Part at Leip- 
fic, Part at Dreſden, in three Volumes 
Folio in the ear 1734, Ahothe? 
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Animal Kingdom, in two Parts, pritited' | 
at Amſterdam in the Vears 1740 and! _ 
1741, in ee Another has for i 
Title, Te Animal Kingdom, in three 
Parts, one Part printed at the Hague, 
and the other at London, in the Vears 
| 1744 and 1745, in Quarto. The above | 
| Works vere written in en ; and 0e. gp 
. ade 
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Pieces were publiſhed by him, ſome in | 
Latin, and ſome in. the Swediſh Lan- 
guage, which I never read. The Titles 
however have been communicated 'to 


1716, 1717, 1718, in Quarto, in fix 1 
Parts, conſiſting of Eſſays and Remarks 
Philoſophy. e „ 
der the Title of the Art of the Rules, 
publiſhed in the year 1717. 
III. An Attempt 1 * the 


dard for Meaſures, in ſuch a Manner as 


Calculation. ww”, 7 


4 
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ſides theſe, ſeveral other. Philoſophical 


me, and are as follow. 7 
I. Daedalus Hyperboreus Stockbolmie, 
on ſome Branches of Mathematics 1 


II. An Introduction to . un⸗ 


Value of Money, and finding a Stan- 
to ſuppreſs Fractions, and thus facilirate 


IV. On the Poſition e Motion, of, 
the Earth and the other Planets, 1719 
V. of the Ha of the Tides, 

| 2 he with 


1 
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with Pro drawn from Facts in Swe- 
den, to ſhew that the Flux and Reflux 
of the Sea was greater formerly than ad 
18 at preſent, 1719. 

VI. An Eſſay on the Principles { of 
Natural Things, or the Way to explain 
Experimental Philoſophy by Geometry 
ang Chemiſtry. _ 

VII. New Obſervations and Diſco- 
veries on Fire and on Iron, but more 
particularly on the Nature of elemen- 

ary Fire, together with a new Form for | 
conſtructing of Chimnies. 

VIII. A new Method of diſcovering . 
due Longitude, whether at Sea or on 
Land, by the Moon. 
IX. Miſcellaneous Obſervations, or 
a Collection of Obſervations on differ- 
ent Objects of natural Hiſtory, parti- 
cularly on Minerals, on Fire, on the 
Strata of Mountains, and an Eſſay on 
Chyylallizetion: There- Are belides theſe 


ſome 


* * 14 
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ſome other ſmall Trac of leſs e 
Sopn. 11 W think me 
too inquiſitive, I ſhould be glad to be 
informed. more particularly concerning 
the Nature of Baron Swedenborg's Phi- 
loſophy, and the Subjects of the Works 
which you have read, as I ſhould wiſh to 
be acquainted with every Circumſtance 
that might help me to form a right 
Judgment of ſo extraordinary a Man; 
and it appears to me, that if his Philo- 
ſophy be ſound and conſiſtent, and ſup- 
ported by ſolid Principles, it will be a 
| ANY pee of ns Theo- i 
Jan's - 34 © 
Pair. If 1 may be . to a 
a Judgment from what I have read, you 
will find the Philoſophical Works of Ba- 
ron Swedenborg full of ſolid Reaſoning 
and deep Inveſtigation; at the ſame Time 
vou will n the Order and metho- 
dical 
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dical Arrangement in which he hath 
treated his ſeveral Subjects. His Genius 
was moſt penetrating and comprehen- 
ſive; he was not contented with a ſu- 
perficial View of Nature's Operations, 
but dived into her Depths and inmoſt 
Receſſes, whence he hath brought up. 
many Pearls-of natural Knowledge for 
thoſe, who have the Curioſity to ſearch 
8 for, and the Judgment to diſcern their. 
$ Value. He was not however a Self- 
1 taught Philoſopher. He had enriched 
and enlarged his Underſtanding with the. 
Writings of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Au- 
thors, on their reſpective Subjects, in 
the ſeveral Countries of Europe; fo that 
Geometry, Phyſics, Chemiftry, Anatomy, 
— Metallurgy, and the whole Train of the 
Sciences, according to all the Improve- 
ments of modern Diſcovery, ſerved him 
as Materials with which to erect the well 
conſtructed Fabric of his own Syſtems. 
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His Philoſophy; at the fame Time 
10 enlightens' thi Underſtanding, im- 
proves the Heart. He did not think ie” 
the Province of Science to darken the 
ſublime Truths of Theology; and yo 
will therefore always find him referring 
natural Phenomena' to ſpiritual: Ageney,” 
He never loſes Sight of the cloſe Con- 
nection between the two Worlds of Mat- 
ter and of Spitit; and thus his Syſtem 
opens 10 the Mind the moſt edifying - 
Spechlations, hy reaching. it 0 conſider | 
all the viſible Univerſe; with every Thing 
| that. it contains, as a Theatre and Re- 
preſentation of that inviſible World from 
vhich it firſt derived it's Exiſtence; and 
2 een er 4 5 
ſubliſts;” 777 * 91H 705 I "0-H 2+ "Df 7-8 
Sopn. eee ee eee | 
his Book entitled Worts Philoſophical 
and Mineral; pray, Sir, what is the par- 
ticular 9 * that Book? 
11515 Pulk. 
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PniIL. It contains, in the fitſt Vo- 


lume, an Inquiry into the Principles; of: 
natural. Things, beginning with an In- 


veſtigation of the Laws of Action in 


What is called, by the Author, the ft 


natural Point, or the firſt and moſt indi- 


vidual Limit of ſpiritual Ageney in then 


World of Nature. The Philo 


proceeds to the Confideration 1 what. 
he calls the firf Finite of Matter! with 
it's Activities; and hence he deduces 


the. Origin of the Elements, with their 


ſeveral Motions, Figures, Qualities, and 
Modes of Operation. This naturallß 
leads him into a curious and intereſting 
Inquiry into the Exiſtenee and Nature 
of the Sun andi it's Vortex, the Cauſes 
and Laws of Magnetic Powers, the 
original Chaos, the Formation of the 
Earth, the firſt State of Paradiſe and of 
Nan therein, with; other Speculations- 


alike entertaining and important; vial 
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uvhich you will be at a Laſs which to 
_ admire. moſt, the ſolid Learning, the 
deep Inveſtigation, the mature Judg⸗ 
ment. or the, unaffectedi Piety of the 
of this extraordinary Worle foren a dor. 
plete Syſtemiof He tallurgys dbut with 
more particular References tothe che- 
mical Operations relating to Iron and 
Copper, in the Peruſal of xhich the 
cufipus Chemiſt and practical Mechanic 
wilbfind: their Curioſity abundantly gra- 
tified, ;and their Pains, well rewarded... 
Sorn. And pray, Sir, what is the 
particular Subject ,and-,Deſign::6f:the; 
to other Philoſophical Works, which: 
you ſay you haye read, the ohe! entitled 
7 be Animal Kingdom,” and the ee 
Economy of the Animal Kingdom ?; +1 
Pulk. They relate ta the Structure 
of the hun man Body again enen Piles, 
vich their elne Uſes 5hi . 
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chy of the Attention of every e 
Science, for the Subject Matter, the 
Manner i in which it is treated, and the 
ſublime Concluſions which are thence. 
deduced. Tou will there fee collated = is 
the Experiments and/Diſcoverieb of the 
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' moſt celebrated ' modern Anatomiiſts Hd 


| Naturaliſts,.as Heifter, - Winſlow,: Malpi- 
ius, Swammerdan; Boerbaave;\ Cowper, 
| 45 R uyſebius, 5 Leenwenboek, and others; and I 
you vill ſee thoſe Experiments and Diſ- 
 coveries'examined with the moſt diſeri- 
minating Judgment, and the moſt ſub- 
lime Reaſonings deduced from them 
2 according. to the Laws of the moſt cri- 
_ tical Analyſis: You will in ſhort find 
© yourſelf led'infenſibly from a juſt” Ana- 
tomy to a true and rational Phychology, 
where you will be ſurpriſed to ſee eſta- 
bliſned the moſt important and inſtruc- 
. W ea relating to the human Spirit, 
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vickien which you would imagine the 
Subject incapable of. Every individual 
human Body, aceording to che Diſco- 
veries of Baron Swedenborg. conſiſts of 
feveral Orders of Forms, diſtinguiſhed 
from each other according to Degrees of 
Purity, wherein the loweſt Degree is the 
Baſis or Receptacle of one ſtill purer and 
more interior, and this again of a higher 


Degree which is the moſt! pure and in- 
moſt. In this higheſt Degree the human 


Spirit harh it's Reſidence, being a pi. 
ritual organized Vorm, correſponding to 
that of the Body, and communicating 
ceiveth Life from the ſpiritual World. 


And here our Philoſopher arrives at a 
Concluſion of the higheſt Conſequence 


do be rightly conſidered and underſtood, 
vz. that the Cauſe and Origin of the 
Organization, Life, and Action of the 
| human Body, is to be deduced from the 


1972 | 'C 3 | ey 
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n Life, and Action of the 


buman Spirit, received by continual 
Influx! from the Father of Beings, the 


Source of all Life, and the primary 
Cao of 10 Adton in eee 


ho wee 12 am wait obliged ta you \ for ; 
Wet to me this clear though coneiſe 
View of- the Philoſophy of Baron Swe 
denborg; ; Which,; I muſt confeſs, ap- 
pears much | in his Favour, and ahclines: 
me to give more Credit to his theologi- 
cal Sentiments; for though I believe $ 


a Man may be a good Theologian with- 


out Learning and Philoſophy, and that 


heavenly Truth is of ſuch Simplicity as 


to admit of being both clearly under- 


ſtood and communicated without the 


Aids of earthly Sciences, yet where old 


Opinions are controverted, and new 
Ones adopted, as Jam told is the Caſe 


in the belogen Wehing of Baron i 15 
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Swedenborg, it mould ſeem as if all 

Qualifications and Aſſiſtances would be 
neceſſary on the Part of the: Writer, to 
oppoſe the Prejudices of others, wy re- 
commend his own Sentimentss.. 

= Pair. Such Qualifications and Afüft- 

Þ 1 tribes were not wanting to Baron Swe 

Z dendorg, and whether we regard his na- 

1 ura! Genius and acquired Learning, his 

5 Family Connections, his Purity of Life 

and Character, or the Employments and 
Dignities to which he was exalted in Con- 

ſequence of theſe Qualifications, „„ 
we need not ſoruple to: aſſert, that ge = 

was à Perfon admirably fitted both to diſ- 

cover the Truth himſelf, nou to recom- 
mend it roxetherg f f tn iS ont 

| © 1SoPR. Von have given me alen 

5 Proof of his Genius and Learning: 4 

ſhould be glad to know Something. tho | 

his Wag Connections, and g private FRY ah 
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Character, together with his Employ 
ments and Dignities. 5 IEA 
Pu. As to his Family een 1 
be vas the Son of Feſper Swedkerg, who | 
was Biſhop of Ven- Golbia, and of cele- 
brated Character in his Time. He had _ 
four Siſters, one of whom was married 1 

to Eric Benxelius, afterwards made 

Archbiſhop of Up/al: Another was mar. 
ried to Lars Benzelflierna, who was pro- 
moted to a provincial Government... In _ 
Regard to his private Character, it * is 
pers to havebcen altogether irveproach- - 
„ ay; or rather altogether moſt com- 
mendable, being formed in every Reſpect | 
according to the excellent Spirit of the 
four Rules which he preſcribed for the 
| Regulation. of bis daily Conduct, and 
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; Which, were found amonglt his Manus“ 
feripts after his Deceaſe, viz. I. To read 
1 the 1 ord v7 God, and nm 
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much upon it. II. To be always reſigned 
to, and content under the Care of Provi- 
dence; III. To obſerve a Decency and 
 Propriety of Condut,' and 10 keep a 
ſciente pure and without Offence. IV. 10 
be obedient. io what is ordained, faithful | 3 
in the. Diſcharge of tbe Duties of bis Sta- 
tion, and io do all in bis Power io render 
himſelf uſeful to all without Exception. 
As to his Employment and Dignities, 
they were ſuch as might Juſtify the Ex- - 
pectations which his extraordinary Qua- 
lities had given Birth to; for at a very 
early Age he became an Object of royal | 
Attention and Favour, being admitted to 
frequent Converſe with Charles XII. 
then Kidg of Sweden, and appointed by 
him to the Office of Aſſeſſor of the Me- 
tallie College, a Place of great public 
Truſt and Emolument. He was alſo 
ennobled in the Tear 1719, by Queen 
5 Unite! Eleanora, and named nn rgs 
Cc . from 


* 
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from which Time he took his Seat with | 
the Nobles of the Equeſtrian Order, in 
the Triennial Aſſemblies of the States. 
He was made a Fellow (by Invitation) 
of the Royal Academy of - Sciences at 
Stockholm, and had a like Honour con- 
 terred on him by foreign Societies. He 
lived in much Eſteem with the Biſhops 
and Nobles: of his own Country, and - 
his Acquaintance: was alſo ſought after 
by the moſt diftinguiſhed Perſons in va- 
ious Parts of Europe, with many of 
whom he continued to an aper till 28 
his Death. £1 5-13 | 
Son. Sir, I: dt 5 
according to your Account, che Charac- 
ter of Baron Swedenborg claims Reſpect, 
and promiſes to add all the Authority to 


his Doctrines that can be derived from 


ſuch a Source. But ſtill, Sir, you will 
excuſe me if I have yet my Doubts: 
Great Philoſophers, we know, and Men 


2 


acquired) have not always been moſt 


fore might be an excellent Scholar and hy 
2 good Metallurgiſt; and yet but an in= 
different Theologian. Pardon me then, 

if, for fuller Satisfaction on a Subject of 
. fome further Inquiries. Sid 


Trouble to anſwer all your Queſtions. 
according to the beſt Light that I my- 


ticular. Pleaſure to me, if either your 


ume at n 12. ate in . po 
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of the moſt inen Learning, and/of.  . © 
the fineſt Talents (whether natural or | 


diſtinguiſhed for their Knowledge of Di- 
vine Truths. Baron Swedenborg there- 


7 


ſuch Importance, I trouble vn m_ 


* 


- PHIL; I ſhall not account ix any 


ſelf haye received ; and it will he a par- 


Queſtions or my Anſwers may conduce 
to the Diſcovery of the real Truth, 
which I truſt is the principal Objei we 


Sun., L fel wut 1 in his 
Liberty 
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Liberty you allow el of ſeeking: In- 
formation, and truſting with you that 


Truth is the only Ground of my In- 


quiry, and not Curioſity or barren Spe- 


culations, and ſtill leſs the Petulance of 
Controverſy, I ſhall herein ground my 
firſt Queſtion, wiſhing you to explain a 


principal Difficulty, which I confeſs per- 


plexes me in Regard to the Theological 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, and 
which is this—If the Truth be con- 
tained in thoſe Writings, why does it 
not ſtrike all Men alike with the Force 
of it's Evidence? I have always con- 
ceived Truth to be Somewhat ſo clear 
and convincing im itſelf, ihat it carried 


it's own Teſtimony along with it; but 


in Regard to the Theological Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, the. Opinions of 

Men are much divided: Some inſiſt they 
contain the moſt unequivocal Characters 


of RE whilſt others aſſert the direct 
c | CONT 


J 
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contrary. How then can rag Wri- 

_ tings contain the Truth? 3 
PII. Tour Difietlty . ray: 5 

dear Sir, is grounded ſolely in your own 

wrong Conception reſpecting the Evi- 

is in 51/elf ſo clear and ſo convineing as 
Fruth; but then it is equally certain, that 

all Minds are not in a tale to be ſo af- 

fected by it's Clearneſs, as to receive I 

Conviction. I fanſy we are both agrees. 
that Nothing is more true than the Word j 

of God, this being the very ¶ ential Truth: 

and yet, how plain is it to ſee that tbe 

Mord of God ilſelf does not carry Con- 

viction with it to all Minds! The Rea- 

ſon whereof is plainly pointed out by 

_ our Lord, Where he ſays, „He that is 2 

of God heareth God's Words; q 2 

therefore hear them not, becauſe A} 

Fare not 01 God. ee deere were - = 

SES 5 IST Oh e | thetefore „ 

$195 8 55 viii. 17. 
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: chaxdioed will apply equally againſt the 
Truth of the Holy Sctipiures, as againſt 
the ///ritings of Baron Swedenborg,' '''' 
Sopn. But might not the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg, ſuppoſing them 
to contain the Truth, have been more 
Clear and ee eee ? 1 | wy told chere 
a ü Mete Nature, hend fe; 
if any, can comprehend ; many Things 
alſo, eſpecially in his memorable Relations, 
which are Matter of Stumbling and Of- 
fence, even to well-diſpoſed Minds: 
Now, ſuppoſing theſe Writings to con- 
tain tbe Truth, how is it that they con- 
tain ſuch deep Myſteries, which can be 
profitable to very few,. and ſuch offen- 
tive: Paſſages as. "oy ty a . 


block to many? Jann nh 1 
| + PHIL 5 Sen not rely eonfider;” 
IB Sir, that this Argument alſo will hold 


3 . e 1 eh TO ine . Scrip- 
7. 3 : 5 e e | _ Lures, : 


peg 


_ Lures, As, againſt, the Writings of: Baron 
Swedenborg. (Do not miſconceive me 
however, as if J meant hereby to put 


the Holy Scriptures and the , Writings 


of Baron Swedenborg on a Level, and. to 


_ conſider them alike: inſpired.) 1 only 
wiſh to obſerve, that in the Holy Scrip- 


tures there are many Things of a deep 
myſterious Nature, which few, if any, 


comprehend; and there are many 
Things alſo which have given, and do 


ſtill give great Offence, and prove a: 
Stumbling- block to ſeveral; and yet 


no wiſe Man conſiders ſuch Things as 
a Arguments againſt their high Reaſon- 


ableneſs and Truth. Numberleſs weighty 


and ſolid Reaſons might be aſſigned in 

| Juſtification of the Divine Wiſdom, in 
| diſpenſing, Truths to Mankind under 
myſierious, and, in ſome. Inſtances, of- 


fenſiye Forms: ; [ſhall beg Leave to 


menen only . which fiken my oun 
| 1 Mind 
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Mind more particularly, and which is 
this: It appears to me much better for 
ſome Perſons, that they ſhould meet with 
Offence reſpecting the Truth, and be 
thereby prevented from ſeeing, acknow- 

ledging, and receiving it, ſince the 

Truth itfelf, if ſeen, acknowledged, and 
received, would but hurt rhem the more 
by increaſing their Condemnation. 

Sopn., Hou, Sir! The Truth hurt 
any one by increaſing his Condemna- 
tion! 1 confeſs I do not underſtand 
your Meaning. 

Pulk. My n my dear Sir, 
is neirher more nor leſs'than what is 
contained in theſe few but weighty 

Words of the Lord on the ſame Subject, 
| where ſpeaking to the Phariſees he ſays, 
If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no 
Sin; but now ye ſay, We ſee,” there- 
& fore! een in remaineth;“ from 
t e e which. 
* John ix, 14. | 
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which Words it mould appear, that it 


would have been better for the Phariſces, 
and they would have been leſs ſinful, N 
had they been totally Blind as to the 
Light of Truth, than ſeeing as they. fan- 
fied' they” ſito; a and therefore, as T ob- 
ſerved, it may be perfectiy conſiſtent. 
with the Counſels of the Divine Merey 
and Wiſdom, to hide ſuch Light from 
ſome Men's Eyes, either by enveloping 


7 


it Myftery and Obſcurity, or by pre- l 


ſenting it under ſuch an offenſive external, 
Form, as may prevent them from ſceing, | 
_ acknowledging, and receiving, it: And. 


thus God is exceeding merciful, in ſome | 
Caſes, even where he ſeems to us molt * 1 


cruel, as where it is written, He hath | 


* blinded their Eyes, and hardened their 


« Heart, that they ſhould not ſee with 
a their Eyes, nor underſtand with their 
6 „Heart, and be converted, and1 ſhould | ; 


cc * heal chem. hand 


{ 


n John x xii. 40. Matt xxili, 14. Lau vi. 9 
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300 F What you ay, Sir, appears 
to have ſome Foundation; but I confeſs 
I cannot at preſent clearly comprehend | 
the Ground and Reaſonableneſs of it. 
Part. Cannot you. comprehend, Sir, 
that the ſole End and Deſign of all Know- 
. ledge and Tnfiruttion, . which we call 
Truth, is to amend the Heart and Life, 

by purifying the Will, by regulating the 
Affections, and reforming; the whole 
Man from earthly. to heavenly Diſpoſi- 
tions? Now, if you can comprehend 
this End and Deſigu of 7 ruth, vou will 

at once diſcover the Ground and Rea- 
ſon, why the Divine Wiſdom is ſo. ſeru- 
pulouſly exact both as to the Mode and 
Meaſure of diſpenſing heavenly Traths 
to Man. For if a Man': s Will and Af- 

\ fections be | in ſo corrupt. a State, as not 


; to fulfil the End of 7 ruth, by nelding - 


an entire Obedience to it's Dictates, and 


thus coming into Reformation and Pu- 


rification, 
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riſication, it is very evident that Truth, 


* 


to ſuch a Perſon, would not only be a 


very unprofitable; but a very hurtful 


Gift, as it would be the Means of his 


finning againſt a greater Light than be- 


fore, and would thus bring upon him a 


greater Condemnation, according to 


choſe other Words of the Lord to the 


ſame Purport, « That Servant ; which : 
« knew his Lord's Will, and prepa red d 


« not himſelf, neither did according to 


« his Will, ſhall be beaten with may 


e Stripes.“ IT; kit! 25 r 
Sor. 1 think; Sr, 1 W to un- 
derſtand you: You argue that the great 
End of Truth is Charity, or a good 
Life; and therefore that Truth is only 
ſo far diſpenſed to Man, and is uſeſul 


to him, as he is in a Diſpoſition to be 


led thereby to Charity, and by Charity 


to en of Life: 1 admit the Force 


JC of 
ee 47. TT 
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of your Argument, and truſt char what 
you have ſaid will be an uſeful Leſſon 
to me for the future as to the Evidence 
I may ſeek of Truth, as well as in Re- 
gard to the Uſe I ſhall make of it. I 
thank you alſo for opening to me a new 
and moſt ſatis factory View of the Divine 
Wiſdom in diſpenſing: Truth or Know- 
ledge to every one, according to the 
Uſe they will make of it in applying 
it to Life, and confequently. in with- 
holding it from thoſe who would not be 
faithful in ſuch Application of it. And 
methinks I ſet now an additional Force | 
and Beauty in thoſe. Words; of the 
Pſalmiſt, „ Them that are meek ſhall 
« he. guide in udgment, and ſuch as 
are Me them ſhall he learn 1 

Wer. Wb, ee i t i 
BnIL. hal gives me e murh real hom 
se find that wor Nees are opened 
F Le 

um XV 8. 
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to ſee into a Matter of ſo. much real 
Importance; and I truſt that for the fu- 
ture you will ever live under this Con- 
viction; that Truth may be Truth, and 
yet be full of Myſteries, yea, even of 


Offences and apparent Contradictions, 


when viewed by Perſons of a certain 


Character, who are not in a State to 
profit by it in their Hearts and Lives; 


whilſt to che meek and gentle and well- 


pfepared Mind, it will be found per- 


fectly clear, convincing, and fatisfac- _ 
tory, in all Reſpects ; becauſe being 
applied to the Regulation of the Life, 
which is it's ſole End, it will manifeſt 
it's Certainty in it's Tendency to pro- 
duce all the ſalutary Effects of a pure 
Love towards God, and a pure Charity 


towards Man, in which the true 0 : 


| lation of the Life conſiſts. 


+Sopn.. I ü believe it is poſſible . | 


n the . 1 hope I ſhall be 


PD * 05 enabled 


4 * 

-», 

« * J 3 

» 
7 8 
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bd mb ab profit by a ee 
tions, both in reading the Holy Scrip- 


tures and other Books-written by; Per- 


 fons of "acknowledged; Hiety, as nt to 


appear either myſterious or contradid- 


tory. But ſtill, Sir, you will excuſe 


me, if I cannot help thinking that the 


Teſtimony of Baron Swedenborg would 
| have been rendered more effectual aj 
eonvinoing, had it been ſupported by _ 
; ſome miraculous Evidence; and I am of 
Opinion, that in a Matter of ſuch Im- 
portance, as the Subject of his Writings LI. 


ſeems to be, (ſo far as I can learn from 


others, for I have not yet read them 


myſelf,) it was neceſſary it ſhould: have 


been recommended and enforced in a 


Manner ſo extraordinary, and /by Signs 
ſi indiſputable, that nane could have 
been able to gainſay or reſiſt 1 For „ 
5 Ls own 0” I muſt confeſs, had the 


„ e 


"PER "* ey ä 15 
: A 2 
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Author heen enabled: to confirm. his 
Doctrines by Miracles, I. ſhbuld have 


made no Scruple to admit inſtantiy their 


high Authority, and dia ve paid them an 
implinit Obedience. bas en 


Nui. | You conceive Mirucles then, 


Sir, robe c of. Truth? . 47 
Dan Lo nen 2212 
Pulk. And to. be convincing. Tots 


alſo? 4x78 RAY 8 SN 1 cert? an 


X 1 eee, ee 
N s N a ere Ar 


PRI. And to be required as Ant 


eee of Ae ag ng 
of ones ch d yads hy tien 


N 


not all alike convinced by our Lord's 


Miracles, and by thoſe which »Mofes 
wrought in the Preſenee f the Ch a 


TA 


dren of Iſrael?” Why Ades bur 1 


re- 


prove the Jews for SIS ſo mu n ch Streſs 


upon 


Sort.” SoiLconceiver: os 20 3 
loa" Will you Mae me then 
theſe few plain Queſtions ? Why were 


2 1 2 4 2 FR es 

MER FA r 
LN 8 4 
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upon this ſupernatural Evidence, as 
where he ſays, © An evil and adulterous 
Generation ſeeketh aſter a Sign? 

And in another Plate, Except ye ſee 
4 Signs and Wonders, stein not be- 

© leve?” r Why were the Magicians 
of Egypt permitted to imitate the Mira- 


cles wrought by Moſes and Aaron? r 


Why are falſe: Chriſts;" and / falſe Pro- 

phets, the Dragon, the Beaft, and Anti= 

chriſt, deſcribed as ſhewing great Signs 

and Wonders? $: Why is it written,“ If 

| © they hear not. Moſes and the Prophets, 

* neither will they be perfuaded'though 

_ « one roſe from the Dead? Why did 
not John the Baptiſt; work Miracles, 
when Ben he N a e Wen to 

Nr eine a 

* Matt. xii: 39. Xvi. 12 + John 5 | 


15 Exod. vii. 11, 22. Chap. wt ) 
$ See Matt. xxiv., 24 24 Rev: xiii. 13 e Nt; 
14. 8 8 ü. 9. 5 Fon 2 
1 Luke xvi. £3 
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the Truth? And laſtly, Why doth not 
theAlmighty ill work Miracles for the 
Conviction and Converſion. of Jews, 
Turks, Infidels; and Heathens? Do not 
miſconcei ve me, às if I meant by theſe 
Queſtions to invalidate, in any Reſpect, 
the Divine Authority of Miracles, or 
to infer from hence that they ate of 
_ Uſe in the Confirmation of Truth! 1 
thank God, I feel my Mind penetrated 
with a deep and lively Senſe of that Di- 
vine Power, which hath in all. ges thus 
diſcovered itſelf unto Man, and confirm- 
ed the Dictates of it's o-w-n heavenly 
Wiſdom by ſuch weighty Proofs; and 
Lam willing to allow the Force of ſuch: 
Evidence as far as it goes: All I would 
contend for reſpecting Miracles is, that 
ſer e og proper, donvinbing, 
or neceſſury Teſts of Truth, and that 
Truth may be Truth . ee 
Teſts. ati 30 ne n 903 TR 


* 


1 1 7 5 5 © 5 80 
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A Sorn. But may l aſk then, To what 
4 IN End did our Lord and me pace "oO 
Wnt! Miracles? | . . 
Pn. The Miracles d 1 005 
Lord, and by his Apoſtles i in his Name, : 
| had ſurely a further End than the mere 
Confirmation of the Truth of what they 
+= taught, being intended as ſo many o. 
F ard natural Signs, to ſignify: and make i 
4 | known unto Man the Nature of the Ds: 
vine Fower, in it's inward and;/piritual- 
F ET Operations. Every Miracle therefore 
„ - was'kn: important Leſſon of ' heavenly. 
Truth and Inſtruction to ſuch as could 
view it in a ſpiritual Light; inaſmuch 
as it bore. a moſt faithful Teſtimony. o 5 
that redeeming Virtue communicated 
tom the incarnate; God: to the Soul in- 
© © pardly, which it was then ſeen to do for 
Wi: the Body outwardly, | Lam always there- 
1 fore much grieved to hear it aſſerted, : 
Wo: 5 that the 1 Deſign jo of Miypeles is to 
5 J 0 2007 CO note LOL IRCITSY 15535 


dee en e. 
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confirm the Truth of Doctrine, when 
it muſt be very plain to every conſider- 
ate Mind, that true Divine Miracles, 
if rightly regarded, do themſelves iench 
and declare the Truth, as well as confirm 
i It is well however to obſerve, that 
they neither teach nor confirm the 
Truth, except to ſuch as are in a State 
to receive the proper and genuine Evi- 
dence of Truth itſelf; and I will ven- 
ture to add further, that the Evidence 
ariſing from Miracles may he dangerous 
and hurtful to others not in mer State. 
Son. In what Reſpect :? 
Pn. In compelling Belief, where! 
the Heart i is not in a State to profit by 
it; in which Caſe, as was hinted before 
concerning Knowledge, it would be bet= 
ter not to believe. For the great _ 
of Faith, or Belief, like that of Know= 
ledge, being to reform and amend thee: BEY 
| Life, if the . be not in a State 1 
be 
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be reformed and amended, Faith or Be- 

lief is not only uſeleſs, but even preju- 

dicial in increaſing Condemnation, by 

cauſing Man to ſin againſt a greater 

Evidence than he would otherwiſe do. 
Son. Nou believe then, Sir, that 

the Evidence ariſing from Miracles is ö 

only acceſſory as it” were to the genuine 

Evidence of Truth, and that the genuine 

Evidence of Truth itſelf, as contained 

in itſelf, and communicated by and from 

itſelf, is it's —_— proper and de e 

| Evidence: 2:4) 7. eee e 17 
Pull. 1 tetinptel; al this in Don 

formity to the Lord's: own Declaration, 

where he ſays, * If any Man will do 

« his Will, he ſhall know of the- Doc ö 

« irine whether it be of God; and 

in another Place, g Why evo of _ 4 | 

« ſelves judge ye not what is is right „„ 1 
es. Lord here ee out t he > proper 5 9 


* » John vii. 17. + Jake X11, 37. «| 


Soruxon AND PrIL4DELPHvs. | 49 


7 and ,cinvincing: Evidence" of Truth, as 
_ ariſing from the Doctrine of Truth itſelf, 
and in. Agreement with that Principle 
in Man which is capable of judging 
reſpecting it; and he poinis out alſo the 
proper Qualification for judging right, 
and ices rightly convinced, viz. a ſin- 
cere Deſire to do the Will of God. — 
Sorn. I think, Sir, I begin to ap- 
end the Force of your Reaſoning ; 
but how ſhall II apply it ſo as to remove 
my. Difficulties 1 in Regard to the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg? Do they contain 
ſuch iniernal, proper, and convincing. 
Evidence as you conceive to be the Cha- 
racteriſtic of Truth? If ſo, be kind 
enough to point out to me this Evidence 
in a few Inſtances; for from the Love 
which I truſt I bear towards the Truth, 
Iam perſuaded it will give me Pleaſure 
to Wee it, anne find 
THEY e a. wh cr tub 48 
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: 0 * | Diatocvis "BETWEEN | 
Puri. I ſhall be happy to give you 
cr Satisfaction in my*Power on this 


Subject: : Nevertheleſs there are ſome 
Things to be premiſed, reſpecting the 
| Meaſure and Lind of Evidente in be louted 
fer on this Oecaſion; and alſo reſpecting 
the. Perſous do whom ſuch Euidente 43 j. 
poſed, in Order to the forming a right 
Judgment. In Reſpect to the Meaſure 
and Kind of Evidence to be looked fo, 1 
ſhould wiſh firſt to obſer e, tllat wt 
. not to expect, eicher in the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, or in any other hu- | 
man Writings, the real Truth itſelf. 

'Soyn. How, Sir! not expect ng 1 
real Truth-itſelf ! What are we to ex, 
pect then? 1 Sener d nor under- 
ſtand you. CC K 

Paz. Have a little Patientel Sir, I 

and you will fee clearly hat I mean. 0 | / 

All that human Writings" can de, or - | 
are intended io do, is, like St. John the 
2» BIN : . ; _ Baptiſt, 


£ 


5 # 
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Ba ptiſt, to bear. Witneſs to the Truth; 
they, 55 not properly themſelves, the. 

T ruth,.b ut are Atteftators of the Truth: 

1 ae ſpeaking to you as a Chriſtian 
and a Philoſopher, and therefore ſhall - 
not ſcruple to declare, that Truth, pro- 
perb /o called, is not of human Origin 3 

it is a Thing purely Divine; and of 
Conſequence, as there is none Good but. 
Ole, and Iba. One is God, fo, properly 

| ſpeaking, there is. none true, or the 


Truth, (but One, and that is God and 


od, calleih himſelf, by. Way of Emi- 
nence, the Truth;* and giveth the ſame 
I Appellation alſo to his Word. ./ 
Son. What ven ges infer an. 95 
hence Add ot 

_ PHIL. Tha, properly, peaking, we 
ate ae! to ion r in the gene | 
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of We Swedenborg, or in any other 
human Writings, for the real: 1b 71 
fell, but only for 4 Witneſs to the Truth; 


and it will therefore be a ſufficient Evi. N 


dence in Favour of the Wiitihgs of 
Baron Swedenborg, it they can be 
proved to bear a aue a to. the | 
TIO; t 

Sorh. You conceive then; 20 his 


* 


to be the true Diſtinction between the 


= ord of God and the Words of Man, T7 


that the Word'of God is the Feel T „ 
Hlſelf, and the Words of Man are u 


ſo far ſ rue, as they dear 4 Faithful Wit Nt 


nefs to the Word of God? ist 


Part, That i is my Meaning: For * 


in natural Philoſophy, the c Truth . 
that Science is the Wiſdom of the Deity „ 
manifeſted in the various Wotks of Crea- _ 
tion, ſo the true Philoſopher cannot ſ 
properly be ſaid to ſpeak that Wiſdom, BE 
as to leur Kn to, it, a eee ee . 
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cxplaining it's. marvellous: Operations ; _ 
in like Manner in Theology, the real 1 
Truth of this Divine Science is the 7 
Wiſdom of the Deity manifeſteſl in his 
Word, and the true Theologian cannot 
ſo properly be ſaid to ſpeak this Wiſdom, 
as to bear Witneſs to it; by opening and = 
a irs true N e tare 2 
Doss "ps 
few: You 1 7 1 8 ie Theo- 
logical Writings of Baron Swedenborg 
Mineſſ to the Truth, and would eſtabliſh . 
pe in theit Favour Ag ra LED | 
tolthisView-of them 
„ Priry.! I would; 3 confiderety in 1 
- this: View, and according to the Di. 
tinction here pointed out between be | 
real Truib itſelf, and a Witneſs to the 3 
_ Truth, it appears to me that the EMW. 
dence: in Favour of the Writings - of 
. men, is ſuch, as-no-feriow 
ary 1 3 = Chriſtian ©: 2 


* 
” — * 2 

= — ht” 
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Chriſtian can poſſibly oppoſe, or reject. 


I ſay no ſerions Chriflian, becauſe not- 
withſtanding the Weight of Evidence in 


the preſent Caſe, much will ſtill depend 


on the Perſons 10 Thom. ey: rand Wo . 


propoſed. 


Soph. But perhaps the Qualifica- 


tions required to admit this Evidence 


may be ſuch as to fall to the ee „ 


very few Perſons? 1 6 


Prat. No, Sir; I require oats. thoſe 
Qualifications which ought to be com- 


mon to all Chriſtians, viz. an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Divinity and Spiritu- 
ality of the Holy Scriptures, or Word of 


God, attended with a ſincere Defire to 
underſtand the genuine Truth. thereof, 
for the Purpoſe of living a Life con- 
formable thereto. - Where theſe Quali- 


 Fications are found to exiſt together, I 


have no Doubt but the Evidence in 
Favour of the Writings of Baron Swe- 
123 denborg, 


a „ 8 7 2 2 ur inde 
»& x& . 1 D * | 
2 D eee . g Ir 
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denborg, as bearing a faithful Witneſs ib 
the Truth, will be found moſt convin- 
cing. But if all, or either of theſe Qua- 
lißcations he wanting; if the Mind, for 
Inſtance, be in ſo diſordered a State, as 
not to be willing to allow the Divinity 
and Spirituality of the Holy Scriptures; 
or, allowing this, if it be more conten- 

tious for Syſtems of eſtabliſhed Opinions 
and the Traditions of Men, than for the 
Diſcoveries of genuine Truth from the 
Word of God; or, ſuppoſing it even an 
Advocate for the Truth, if it be yet 
careleſs reſpecting a Conformity of Life 
to the heavenly and purifying Dictates 

thereof; in all theſe Caſes the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg will carry with 
them no Conviction, and therefore it 
cannot be expected 90 9 ares: 95 
Reception. et a 
Sopnh. Well, SI kung it PR 
rn that Perſons thus unqualified. 


7 | cannot 


3 * ; K q Ki = tained 2 __ WT Vs ; 4 „ 
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cannot diſcern, any Evidence in Favour 
of the Writings ini Queſtion; will you 
be. pleaſed to inform me, what: Ground 
on Reaſon you have to ſuppoſe, that 
their Evidence will be admitted; as con- 
_ eluſive and convincing; by thoſe: who 
poſſeſs. the Qualifications you mention? 
Pur. The Anſwer to your preſent 
index is not ſo eaſy as to ſaveral of 
your former Queſtions; for in reading a 
Book, (of the Truth of which we are 
fully convinced ourſelves whilſt we are 
reading,) ĩt is not always am eaſy Matter 
to recollect all the particular Argu- 
ments, Reaſonings, and Motives, which 
operated at that Time to produce Con- 
viction in the Reader's Mind. This I 
have found hy Experience to be ſingu⸗ 
larly; the Caſe in Regard to the Fheolo- 

gical Writings of Baron Swedenbarg, 
every Page whereof brought with it to 
W unn ſame ad- 


ditional 
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ditiorial Confirmation of ſome preceding 


Truths not before fully admitted or tho- 
roughly underſtaod, and which it is im- 


poſſible. either fully to recollect, or 


explain to any other Perſon. Neverthe- 
leſs, there are a few general Points of 


Doctrine contained and explained in 


thoſe Writings, which have left a more 
than ordinary Impreſſion on my Mind, 
and which I cannot help thinking muſt 


appear atis factory and convincing to 


every ſober ſerious eigen "oy Cha” | 


racter above deſcribed; / od lt - 
' Son. What are rr Nn 


PII. The Doctrine . we 
Chriftion Lord, concerning the Sacred 
Nge r A ee a 82 100 


\ 


05 Sorn. Ki, Sir, ont aſk) Wet is is 


the particular Doctrine contained in 
theſe 1 8 * e Chriſtian 
SET is 3 be. 
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Pan. You are not ignorant of the 615 
divided Sentiments of the Chriftian _ 
World at this Day on this Sub ect; | 
how ſome believe Feſus. Chrift to be . 
but then not the ody God, making don , 
only a ſecond Perſon in the Divine Trinity, 
and acknowledging at the fame Time 
_ 1wwo other Perſons, the Father and 1 


Holy Ghoſt, who they conceive and : | YT 


Thus, according to their. C Creed; the 


Chriſtian Lard and Reer men J, 1 


Cris is only a Kind: of nr ˙] or iu. 
 terceſſory God, whilſt God the Father i . 
regarded as the God with whom he me- 
diates and intercedes; and God the Holy 
Ghoſt as the God wh operates in Con- 
ſequence of ſuch Medialian and Inter- 
_ e4ſfion.'' Others again will not allow to 
the Chriſtian Lord and Redeemer the 
Characler and Attributes of N 

Such are e the Arians and Socinians : Fhe 
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farmer aſſign him à Place indeed in- 
finitely above all other created Beings, 
but yet infinitely, below the Creator; 


thus they refuſe him Divine Hondurs, 


and addreſs all. their Worſhip and Ado- 
ration to God the Father, regarding 


Jaſus Chriſt only as his great Vicegerent 
in Heaven and Earth, inveſted with a 


temporary Authority for executing the 


Purpoſes: of the Divine Adminiſtration: 
The latter, viz. the Sociniaus i degrade 
the: Chriſtian Redeemer ſtill lower than 


the Arians, by diveſting him, not only 
of his Divinity, but of all Power and 
Authority ſuperior to that of other holy 


and inſpired Men i they allo him in- 


deed to have been an extraordinary Pro- 
phet, and to have been endowed. with 
: miraculous Powers, as they allow to have 


been the Caſe with Mo/es, Elijab, Eliſba, 


anch others: but then they do not believe = 


him to have differed ftom other Men in 


3407 e any - 
ii | . | 
1 
1 . 
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any other Reſpects than theſe- The 
Faith of almoſt all Chriſtians at this 
Day may be comprehended, I believe, 
under one or other of theſe three For- 
mulas aboye mentioned. But in the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, we are 
preſented with a Chriſtian Creed differ- 
ing eſſentially, from all theſe : You will 
there find, in Oppoſition. to the Arians 
and Socinians, the Divinity of the Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt aſſerted and 
proved from a deep ſcriptural Ground; 
and in Contradiction to the firſt- men- 
tioned Opinion, you will ſee the L Divinity 
of the ſame Lord maintained in it's 
undivided Unity, whilſt it is clearly de- 
monſtrated, from an endleſs Variety of 
Texts both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, that the Feſus of the Chriſtians 
is the Jebovab of the Jews, or, in other 
Words, that the Lord Jeſus N is the | 
manifeſted Fehovah- Father.” © 0 l OL mid. 

FN Mok 
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8070 But how will you reconcile 
this Doctrine with the Doctrine of a 
Trinity, as generally taught and received 
e the Chriſtian World? 
"Parr; With the Doctrine of a Ti. 

nity, as generally apprebended, it is nor 
reconcilable; but with the Seripiure 
Doctrine of a Trinity it is perfectly ſo. 


Wbilſt, for Inſtance, you ſuppoſe the 


Trinity in the Godhead to conſiſt of 


three diſtinꝭs Perſons, each whereof is 
a ſeli-ſubſiſting God; having Jeparate | 


Offices, and exerciſing ſeparate Opera- 


tions, it is not poſſible to reconcile this 
Idea with that of 'Ze/us being Jehovah, 
any more than it is reconcilable with the 


Divine Unity: But if, inftead of this 
Idea, you adopt the genuine ſcriptural 


Idea of a Trinity, viz. that of Father, 51 


Son, and Holy Ge, Nothing is more 
caſy than to reconcile this Idea with that 
i of the Divinity of 8” Chriſtian Re- 
300 deemer 
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1 


% 


Siler as ſtated in the Writings of | 
7H Baron Swedenborg, whilſt by Father is 
underſtood the eſſential Divine Principle 


in the Lord Feſus, by Son the Human 


11/2: "mM peiple ther ewith. eſſentially and inti- 
mately united, and by Holy Ghoſt the 

Divine Proceeding Principle, or Opera- 

tion, as reſulting from the Union of the 


other two Principles, all forming toge- 
ther One Gop-Max, juſt as Soul, Body, 


and Operations form one human Man. 
This is perfectly agreeable to the 
Doctrine generally received in the 
Chriſtian Church, where it is aſſerted, 
that, „although the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt 
« be God and Man, yet he is not two. 
« but one Chriſt; one altogether, not 
« by. Confuſion of Subſtance, but by. 


c« I) nity of Perſon ; for as the reaſonable, 


9 Soul and Fleſh, is one Man, ſo God 


l 1 585 is one uin 15 And in 
'Þ 5 . Ni * this | 
„ See the | Athnaja Cured. 


90 
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this Caſe, you have a full and complete 


Trinity in the One Divine Perſon of the 
Lord Feſus Chrift, whereby both the 
Unity and Trinity of the Godhead are 
preſerved inviolable, and at the ſame 
Time the Divinity and Humanity of 


the Chriſtian Lord are acknowledged. * 


Num berleſs Difficulties urged againſt 
the Doctrine of a Trinity by modern 
Unitarians, and numberleſs Perplexities 
reſulting from the ſame Doctrine as 


| explained! by modern Trinpariuns, are- 
hereby removed; whilſt at the fame } 


Time the Scriptures both of the Old 


and New Teſtament are ſhewn to har- 


monize herein with each other, and to 
bear a joint Witneſs to this great and 
eternal Goſpel Truth; that the Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſi was God manifeſt in 


tbe Fleſh, the Febovab of the Jes, the- 


Creator of all Worlds, and the Father 
of all W made NO according 
F * ee e to 


TRE. . 
9 


_. * hath ſcen the Father.“ T Father, all 
a * Mine are Thine, and all Thine are 
„Mine. e., N. N, 1 


rejefted in the e « Baron Swe- 0 
denborg? 


you underſtand three diſtin& Beings of 
diſtinct Offices, Powers, and Operations: 
but if by a Trinity of Perſons you under- 
| Nand three diſtinct Eſſences, Principles, 
or Characters, as exiſting together in 


to theſe his own Declarations, „I and 


* my Father are One.” * © Believe” me 


that I am in the Father and the Father 


« in me.“ f He that hath ſeen me, 


Sou. A Trinity of Perſons 1 is 


Pan. Ves, if by » Trinityof Perſons: 


the. One Perſon of the Lord Fefus Chrift, 


ende Divine Eſſence, Principle, or 
. Character, in and by Virtue of which 


n. is e W or ' Creator ; and 
the 


| _ 9 . 0 705 3 EN . 
1 John xir. 11. || John xvüi. 10. 
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the Human Eſſence, Principle, or 
Character, in and by Virtue of Which 
He is called Sen and Redeemer; and 
| 5 laſtly. the. Proceeding Eſſence, Principle; 
or Character, in and by Virtue of which 
| He is called the Holy Gboſt, the Santi. 
fier, and Regeneralor: According to this 
Way appears to be it's genuine primitive os 
Senſe) a Trinity of Perſons is not re- 
- jected in the Writings of Baron Sweden- 
horg, but on the contrary is proved 0 
be a ſcriptural; and. rational Idea, „% 
Sou. But does not this Idea of 
the Chriſtian Redeemer, and. of, the, 
Divine Trinity militate againſt, the, 
commonly received Doctrine of a f 
ment? 44 | 0 4 
Pan. May 1 aſk, 55 OY is we 1 
commonly received Doctrine of e 
fe to which you allule?? 
Sorh. I mean the Satisfaction N 
Chriſt's diente in Conſequence of his 
| F . N 
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bitter Sufferings arid Death, windy, it 


is afferted, the Wrath of God towards 


ſinful Man was appeaſed ; the Price of 


Redemption paid; the Debt, which 
Man had contracted through Tranſ- 
greſſion, diſcharged; and Man, Who 
was before regarded as a condemned 
Criminal, was thus reconciled unto an 
© offended and e angry, b "ee how 


Pitt; This Iden of tobten. in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, is 
ſhewn to be altogether unſcriptural OY 


unreaſonable, neither rec oncilable with . 
the Attributes of the Deity, nor with 


the Nature of that Sin on Man's Part; 
which made ſuch an Atonement” ne- 
ceſſary. Underſtand, however, that an 


; Alonement is not denied in the Writings 


of Baron Swedenborg, but on the con- 
trary is aſſerted in all it's Fulneſs and 
Reality. It is only his un/cripiural and 
unreaſonable EY or an Atonement which 

, is 
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i ſet aſſde, whilſt in the Place thereof 

you wil ſee adopted the following truly 

_ ſcriptural, edifying, and rational Idea, 

viz." that there was an infinite” Merit, 
Virtue, and Efficaey' in the Sufferings 

and Death of Chriſt, bur that the Merit, . 
' Virtue, and Efficacy thereof confifted, 
not in changing the Diſpoſition of God 
towards Man from Wrath to Love ane 
Merey, becauſe that ever was, and ever || 
* muſt needs be, unchangeably, the ſamne 
Divine Deſire of bleffing his Creatures; 1 


but in changing the State of Man, by 5 
removing from him the Powers of Hell = 
and Darkneſs wherewith'he was infeſted || 
in Conſequence of Franſgrefſion, ang 


© by bringing near to him the Divine and | 4 
| heavenly Powers of Goodneſs and Truth 1 
in the Perſon and Spirit of the bleſſed 
Foſs, the manifeſted God and "Saviour, 
whereby the Infirmities and Corrug W 
tions of human Nature might be aß? 
ow reached, and — 1 


and > 


* 
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5 and every penitent Believer might be 
thus placed in a State and Capacity of 
ariſing out of all the Evils which Sin had | 
: given Birth to, and of becoming thus 
again a Child of God, through a real 
Renewal and Regeneration of all the 
Parts, Powers, and Principles of, his 
Life, both in Soul and Body. 18 
deen wiſh,” Sir, you Hol hy | 
kind enough to explain, yourſelf further 
on this Subject, for I fear 1. do TT; 
rightly comprehend your Meaning. 1 
Pu. According to the ps” 
e Doctrine of Atonement, which 
you have juſt now ſtated, it muſt be 
Plain to ſee, if you will attentively ex- 
amine it, chat the Nature of Sin, wherein 
that Doctrine is grounded, is moſt 
unhappily miſtaken, being conſidered 7 
only as Somewhat of Guilt and Offence 
on the Part of the Creature, removable. 
by an arbitrary Act of Divine Mercy - 
and ee, like what we ſee takes 
1 8 45 Flace ; 


ö M 1 


4 D G 


3 
——— 


. * 56 7 if 25 NE 7 ws 22 
* 
— 


Sornzon axD Putkabrrrnus. ( 


Place at an human Tribunal, where an 
arbitrary Prince abſolveth from Penalty 
 andPuniſhment whomfoever he IO! 
You: will diſcover ſurther, if you examine 
the Doctrine fill more attentively, that 
it originates likewiſe in a miſtaken Idea 
Treſpaſs or Guilt to any one, was wrath- 
ful towards any, or needed Satisfaction 
to make Him propitious, and incline 
Him to be merciful, when yet He is, 
and dec lares Himſelf to be, the moſt eſ- 
ſential Love and Mercy. Need 1 add, 
that the Doctrine, as commonly receiv- 
ed and underſtood, is big alſo with this 
Abſurdity, that it ſuppoſes it neceſſary 
for one God to have ſuffered and died 
in Order to appeaſe another God? For 
thus it is argued by the Aſſerters of that 
Doctrine, that God the Son, the end 
Perſon in the bleſſed: Trinity, came into 
the Wages and ſuffered, aud died, that 
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by the; „ ietit of his Suffbrings and . 

Death he might ſatisfy the offended = 
Juſtice of his Father, and incline. him 
thus to be merciful; to his guilty Crea- 
tures. I ſhould be very ſorry to put an 


uncharitable or miſtaken Conſtruction 


either upon the Grounds or Nature f 
the Doctrine as above ſtated; but theſe 
are the great Objections which ariſe in 
my own Mind from an impartial View of 


it, and which have ariſen alſo. in :the' 


Minds of many others, ſo as to excites | 
an utter Repugnance to it's Reception: * 
And hence too many, alas! have been 
led to conceive Prejudices againſt Chrif- 
tianity itſelf, as if that pure and holy 
Religion was founded on Sentiments ſo 
very contradictory to ſound Reaſon and 
the common Senſe of Mankind. Here- 
in therefore, I confeſs for myſelf; I can 
never be enough thankful to the Divine 
wy MY for the e thrown on this 
1 e | important | 
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important Subject in the Writings of J 
Baron Swedenborg, whereby all the 

Difficulties and Errors of theſe miſtaken vg 4 

Ideas are removed, and the Doctrine of 1 

ni 

Atonement is preſented in a Point of 9 

| View at once moſt ſcriptural, rational, 43 


ſimple, and edifying, and altogether | 
conſiſtent with the Truth and Purity of 1H 
a Religion originating in the God of wo 
infinite Mercy and Wiſdom. For thus 
it is argued in thoſe Writings, and the 1 
Argument i is enforced hoth by Scripture 
and Reaſon: The Sin of Mankind was 
what alone made Atonement neceſlary ;' 
but the Sin of Mankind conſiſted in a 
Departure: from God and his Laws of 
Order and Uprighineſs, and a conſequent : 
Fall into. Diſorder and Unrightcouſnels, 
vhence came Diſeaſe and Death to the 
human Soul or Spirit: Nothing there- 
fore could poſſibly prove or conſtitute 
an | Atonement for, Sin, but what had a 
. 
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and reſtore him to Health, Order, and 


now was this Satisfaction to be obtained? *+ 


Darkneſs, who have their Abodes in all 
Man's Evils, and whoſe Empire was 


to threaten a total Deſtruction of the 


God of Purity, that they could no longer 
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-ncy to lead Man out of the Dif- 
eaſe and Diſorder thereby occaſioned, 


Uprightneſs, through a Return to, and 
AY again with his God. This 

as all the Atonement or Satisfaction 
oy God of Mercy required, becauſe it 
was all that was neceſſary for the eternal 
Well-being of his Creatures. But how 


The Creatures had immerſed themſelves 
in innumer able Evils thr ou gh Sin; and 
had thereby joined themſelves in Con- 
federacy with the infernal Powers of 


thereby become ſo powerful on Earth, as 


Human Race. The Creatures again had 
by Sin ſo ſeparated thernſelves from the 


ſee - IS unto, or have any 
2 a internal 
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miernet Colmwilbieation with him, and 
yet witheut internal Communication 

with God, it was impoſſible they could 
be reſtored to ſpiritual Health, Order, 
and Uprightnels. On both theſe Ac 
counts, therefore, it was become abſo- 

lutely' necefſary that God himſelf ſhould 
come down amongſt Men, by taking 
upon Him the Human Nature, and 
this procure for Himſelf the Satisfaction 
He required of ſaving his otherwiſe loſt 
Creatures; firft, by fighting againſt and 
removing the Powers of Darkneſs from 
Man, and this was to be done accord- 
ing to Divine Order; ſecondly, by 
glorifying, or eſſentially uniting Him- 

ſelf with the Human Nature which He 
aſſumed, in, by, and through which his 
repenting and returning Creatures might 
fot ever ſee, approach unto, and have 
Conjunction With Him, and He with” 
them.” "I'm re ee and. the Pro- 
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ceſs of obtaining it; is thus deferibed in 


the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 
* The Lord from Eternity, who is Fe- 
©* Hhovab, came into the World, that he 
« might ſubdue the Hells, and glorify 
« his Humanity ; and without Him no 


_« Fleſh could have been ſaved; and all 


cc will be ſaved who believe in Him, and. 


-m live a Life conſormable to his c. 
74 mandments. Inaſmuch as this. cou] d. 


5 « only be effected by Means of the 


cc Temprations wherewith he ſuffered 


«© his Humanity to be aſſaulted, even 
« to the laſt and moſt extreme of all, 


« which was his Paſſion on the Croſs, ; 


« therefore he endured that Proceſs: of 
Suffering.“ The ſame is. ſtill more; 


| particularly deſcribed; in the following. 
Words, © Jehovab God is eſſential Love, 


«.and eſſential Wiſdom; or. He is eſ- 


| 40 ſential e nee eſſential Truth; \ 


7 cc « and 5 
„See T rue Carles Religion n. 2. 
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| unde to his Divine Truth; which is 


</the' Word, and which was God with 


God, He came down and took upon 
„Him Hurhan Nature, for: the Purpoſe 


of reſtoring; to! Order all Things 


„ Which were in Heaven, and which 

ere in Hell, and which were in the 
Church inaſmuch as at: that! Time 
the Power of Hell prevailed over the 


Power of Heaven, and on Earth the 


Power of Evil prevailed over the 


Pbwer of Goods in Conſequence 


et [whereof:a total Deſtruction and Dam- 


«mation were at Hand, and threatened 
<< every Creature. This impending 


Deſtruction and Damnation Febovab 
©: God removed by his Humanity, which 
« was Divine Truth, and thus he re- 
© deemed; both Angels and Men; and 
ate wards: He united in his Huma- 

i nity Divine Truth with Divine Good, 
or Divine Wiſdom with Divine Love, 
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* and: w retiirned-aritos: nien wan 
in which: hel exiſted from Eternity, 
* together with and ins hib glor ificet 
*#-HumanicyZ2* 01/157 mul tht 
 Sopn. The Idea then of Atonement 
and SatisfaQtion ſuggeſted: in the Wri- 


tings. of Baron Swederibarg;- is, that 


God ſatisfied Himſelf, and Himſelf 
made Atonement. for the Sin ol Many 
by taking upon Him the Infirmitiesſtof 
human Nature, and ſuffering thus in 
the Fleſh; in Order to remove Exils 


and ax the ſame Time} and bn che am 
Proceſs, making Himſelf viſible, know; 


and for ever. approachable co and by his. 
Creatures in the Humanny which He 
aſſumed and made Divine Uu. op )? 


Pult. This is the Idea ſuggeſted in 
thoſe Writings, and it "is. according ito 
on Benſe that * choſe Teen are 
nie. 0.10% 0008 e en under- 
: V dee True ce age. CA 


= 


AY > 3 


* * 


into the Regions of fpiritual: Health, 
So pn., Wellze Sir, Tithink I begin 
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vnderſtood, which ſpeak of the Merits of 
Chriſt's Sufferings and Blood-ſhedding, 
as where it is ſaid, “ By his Stripes we 
{*-are. healed,” &. 80,1; not implying 


any Change: wrought: thereby in the 
Nature of God himſelf, only ſd far as 
He was brought nearer as it were unto 


his Creatures, in the human Nature 
which he laſſumed and gldrified; but 
implying a very extradrdinary Change 


vrought in the State and Condition of 
the Creatures, in that they were, by this 
Proceſs of :Chrift's Suffering in his hu- 
un. Nature, put into a | Capacity of 
delivered from the Bondage and 
Deat p:of:Sin, and obtaining Canjung- 
tion with their incarnate God, and thus 
eee of Diſeaſe and Diſorder. 


non to apprehend end: and 
0 1 UP" > | 8 5 | the 
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the Subject: of Atohement 20651 Bari 
faction (whith, 1: confeſs, always aps 
peared heretofore perplexing and un- 
fatis factory to my Mind) now aſſumes i 


new neee with 


much Delight, as exhibiting clearer 
Views of the eee Nature of 
the Divine Mercy on God's Part, and of 
Sin on the Part of Man; and it will be 
my own Fault if I do not profit hy ĩt in 


my Life and Converfation; for ſurely the 
Doctrine thus opened and explained be- | 
comes moſt edifying. But, my de: / 


you muſt ſtill bear with me a little fon 
ther, apd excuſe the Dulneſs of my Ap- 
prehenfion, vhilſt new Doubts ariſe in 
my Mind from what you have told me: 
J have always been taught to look upon 


Jeſus Chrift, not only as making tan 


Atonement or Satizfa#imtor Sin, accord” 


ing to the Idea I juſt nom mentiomec ro 
Jou, but likewiſe as ne 


N 
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2tdvoente; Midiator: 'addx{itervefſor;c ith 
the Father, for ſo he is talled in Holy 
Scripture, ahd is accortlidgly': repre- 
eptct at / ting: um the right: Hand of 
God and agreeable to this Repreſentas 
| tin, I have alw ays in m y ra yers Been 
accuſtbmed to approach the Father in 
the Name of Feſus Chriſt, believing chat 
my Audreſſes were ace p! ed only thro! 
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A In Him (Jeſus Chriſt) dwelleth, all 
« the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily” 

And alſo. according to what is ex- 
preſſed in, the Athanaſian Creed, A8 
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is 


3 the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is one 
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1 Man, 0 God and Man 1 is one Chriſt. 5 | 
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3 ſuccour them that are tempted.. 
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denborg, as as' beuring a faithful Witneſs 
10 the b. How am 1 to o retard td wn : 4 
Teſtimony ? e + | 
Phi You Or and" all ocker 
ſerious Chriſtians; acknowledge tie 
Holy Scriptures to be divinely inſpired, 
and You: Were the holy 9 Record: ac- | 
e . '1 3 
SopH. We 35 5 n | 
Pari. Should any one + attempt ww 
po? that they were not divinely in- 
ſpired,” and that you ought" 29? to reve- 
renee them; what Judgment would you, 
or any other ſerious Cones; __ or i 
ſuch a Perſon? . | | 
Sorpn, We ſhould: eirenialy 4 that 5 
hi was an Enemy to the Truth, and a „ 
that he bare a falſe Witneſs againſt it. i 
Putt. And ſuppoſing he ſhould pro-. 
ceed further, to vilify and profane the 
holy Bocks, accounting them not . 
e inſpired, but. teaching me 
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they. were full of Abſurdiries, Incon- BEE 
conſiſtencies, -and Contradictions; NAT, 
would you think in this Caſe? ,. THY 
SoPH. We ſhould ſurely tink: an 
worſe of the Perſon, and account him a 
ſtill greater Enemy to the Truth, and 45 
2 Ie Witneſs 1 in a ſtill, greater Degree. 3722 
Pair. But if another was eee 5 
your own juſt and pious Sentiments con- 
cerning the Holy Scriptures, as being 
divinely inſpired, and lead you: to a 
higher Reverence for them than vou 
entertained before; what would you, or 
any other ſerious Chriſtian, To Wee” 
a Perſon ? | 
Soyn. Certainly that * was a Fri 
. 10 the 7 Truth, and that he bare a lrue 
'F Witneſs conceming ir: 1 4%. 
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ing out the Nature of ſich Divine In- 
ſpiration, and ſhewing wherein it con- 
ſiſted, and where it reſided; and g. 7 
poſing further that, in ſo doing, he. 
ſhould be enabled: to reconcile manyỹx 
| apparent Abſardities, Tnconſs flencies, and 
Contradictions, bring to Light an 1 
of precious and profitable Truths, which 
had before been concealed; make the 
Whole to harmonize with each Part, 
and each Part with the Whole; convince” 
you that the Fulneſs of the Divine 1 . 
and Wiſdom was contained therein, and | 
conſequentiy that evety Page, Line, 
Word; and Letter, not only originiared> 


with God, but alſo was full of God; in 
Conjunction with God, bare Witneſs”? 
ments would you, and other ſerious 
Chriſtians, entertain in this Caſe? 
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Nin of their Divine Inſpiration; or | 
open and elucidate their heavenly. Con- 
tents with ſo. much//Perſpicuity, Har- 
many, and Conſiſtence, all tending 0 
immediately and powerfully to the 
Reader's Edification. He not N 
venerates their Divine Authority bn all. 
Occaſions; therein grounding, and thera- 
by confirmipg every Doctrine which he 


delivers; he was not only well read in 


the Sacred: Oracles, almoſt above the 
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the Heavens are formed, preſerwed and 
governed, and whereby Man is reforma 
ed. tegenerated, and reſtored to hea- 
venly Order; being thus atcominio2!” 
dated toltlle Inſtruction and Perfecting 
_ of: allÞIntelligences from ithe higheſt to 
the loweſt. And that the Importance 
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_ ſages: both of. the Old and New 7 
ment, Which he bath done e ee, 
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ifying and convincing, particular * 
entitled Arcaua Celeflia, + 
every well - diſ oſed 
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Chriſtian, be acknowledges ithe Di- 


ſpiration of the Holy Word, 


muſt needs be at once aſtoniſhed, de- 
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Writers, b. 
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Myc wor other, 708 
modern, 
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mn k nie langer tte Exiſtence 


of a /piritual or internal Senſe in the Sa- 
tures? If 1 recollect right, 15 
haye been p.told that, ome of the. 
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in. modern Times, Who have had extra- 

ordinary Views of the ſame Nature, and 
haye been enabled to open the ſacted 
. Books in the Way of much Edification 
1 and Comſort, according to this their 
hidden or myſtical Signification/®* But 
= will venture to . ede is _ 


Mp ff.. either 
= „See bc, Dr. Henry: More's TY "He 
. containing a ſpiritual, moral, and philoſophical 

8 Explicatlon of 'the tte fert Chap ters of Cencts, 

| See alſo. Bitiop|Hill's Obie and Brom- 
| ley's Journeys of the Children of MO" 
the Wilderneſs ; and in our own Times, Dr. 

1 Horne 8 Commentary « on the Pſalms, and. the Rev. * 
M Jones's Lectures on the figurative Language a 
1 ef tie Scwpturer! all Which Works ate "earneſtly | 
recommended tothe Reader's Periiſal; as tendivg - 

* to open and form; the Mindito edifying ae, 

| tions of the hidden Wiſdom and. Sanflities/of the 

| 


Holy Word, To theſe might be added a long Lift, 


REY | of German and French Divines, all of them Per- . 1 
x ſons of acknowledged 43h and bas. who 
1 bear the ſatue ub. iet 103015 107 
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either ancient or- modern, f lO lüwas | 


- gver.ſo1wonderfully gifted; withia Ta- 
lend of this Sort as: Baron Swedenborg'; 
and. I only«wiſh- you to read his Inter- 
Pretation of the Books of Geneſee; Exodus, 


and the Revelation, to judge for yourſelf 
in.this; Matter. In;Regard; to my o-] n 


Paxkicular Caſe, Lam! bound to ackno] 
ledge my infinite Obligations © to; the 


Divine: Providence, for having.brought 


me. acquainted with Writings, Which 5 


bave taught me ſuch a Veneration for 
my Bible as. I conſeſs Ii never felt be. 


fore, and have beſides openędiitia holy 


and, higdep.: Contents in a Manner ſo 
entirely ſatisfactoty and edifying a and 


though. vo know Lam not naturally of 


a Nam, Temper, yet when I reflection 
'Titings. of 


Baron, Swedenborg concerning: thei Holy 
Wi ard, What and, What it contains; 
clan When. L. 4 neee ; 
"nt 7: * © [hh ſome 
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ſome Degree into the heavenly: Contents, 
-atid am made ſenſible of their Divine 
Sanctity; I can neter think or ſpeak on 
the Subject but with a pleaſing, and, T 


truſt, profitable Mixture: of Warmth 


and Delight; and 1 conſider it ſuch an 
Argument in Favour of the = Teſtimony 
of Baron Swedenborg, as no Miracles : 
whatever could ſupplj : 


Sopn. Sir, you have touchid a teh | 


der String, and inſpired me with a moſt 


ardent: Longing to look into the Writ- 
ings in Queſtion; for it has ever been 
my oun private Opinion, though - 


ſcarce knew whence it came, or in what 
it was grounded, that there was à hid- 


den Myſtery contained in che Letter of 


Scripture; which few, if any, were ac 
quainted with; and I always *thoughr 


that the Plalmiſt meant Something of 

this when he ſays, Open thou mine 

0 honey that I may ſee the twondrous 
1 * 
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A Things of thy Law 3 a for ſurely if ; 


the Divine Law had contained no won- 
drous Things: but what were viſible in 
the Better, thete would have been no 
Orccaſion to pray unto God for 0 | 
nation:t6 difcover and ſee them. | 

Pult. Lou are certainly 1 as 
the ſame Thing is made equally manifeſt 
byrurhat is written of our Lord after his 


Reſurrection, where it is ſaid, Then 
opened: He their Underſtandings, that 
Kchepbmight undlerſtand the Scrip- 
S tures ; f for the Diſciples, before this 
Lime, had doubtleſs frequently read and 
underſtood the Leier of the Scriptures, 


but for Want of having their Under 


| Randingh opened, they had not ſeen into 
or underſtood the Spirit thereof, that 


is, the ſpiritual Things contained under 


the Letter, which had all of them Rela- 
tion to our Lord and to his N ; 
. 1 38 6 1 * Wien as | 


* Pſalm exix. 18. 5 + Luke wr. 45 
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as he himſelf plainly declares in the 
preceding Verſe : It is clear alſo, from 
St. Paul's allegorical Interpretation of 
ſome Paſſages in the Old Teſtament,“ 
that he had his; Eyes opened to ſee into 
an internal Senſe of the Sacred Hiſtory, 
which he therefore calls the Wiſdon 
God in a Myſtery, even the hidden Wife 
dom : And therefore there is Nothing 
of Novelty in the Sentiment: the only 
Wonder is, that the Holy Writings have” 
not been more generally attended to 
and regarded in this View, as being the 
real Word of God; for ſurely common 
Senſe and Reaſon mult ſee, that if they 
are the Word of God, they muſt needs 
contain the whole Will and Wiſdom of 
God; and yet it is equally plain that 
this Divine Will and Wiſdom are not 
manifeſt. 1 in the mere ; Legtor and Hiſtory, 
{ 2+ .44- bias 140.0110Þ1 


. Se — Gal. iv. 24 to * 
1 1 Cor. 1 7. 
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internal. or piritual Senfe. 

Sopn. Well, Sir, 1. ee I ſhall 
loſe” no. Time in waking myſelf ac- 
quainted with the Writings: of Baron 
Swedepborg, which promiſe ſuch a rich 

rc of Edifcation and Entertain- 
ment. a8 you ſpeak of; and eat preſent 
1 Mall, be glad if you will acquaint,me 
with the Dorine, of Life recommend- 
ed in theſe Writings, which you men- 
tioned, as. a. furt 


* 1% x av 
1 4 LE, 1 : * 


11 xs [mean 4%) it a. ee, 
Expoſition, 

 orfuch. | cad: 

of Heaven. wy $1261 m_ 70 1 7 124 

1 Ap. MF 
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chat chis is s' the only WAj WHICH lead 
to Heaven? Can thete be ä 
Den rue of Life 'belides this? 1549 
Pult. It may Teen ab iF al! wand 
agreed in this Point, and as if it were 
impoſſible they could diſagree;" and yet 
ſo it has unhappily come to paſs, that 
there is amongſt Chfiſtian Teachers} "at 
this Day, a total Dilagreement ob this 
Subject. Thus you will find ſome in 
fiſting on Charity alaie as a Pteparative 
for Heaven, fone on Fall dlone;* and | 
others: on god Works aloe; Beine von 
will obſerve, recommend a ner A 
ſeparate from 4 Spiritual Life, TY 
fall into the contraty Extreme, and'thalt 
4 ititrui Life. ſeparate Foie; Wort 
Eiyr. Sbme again mäiftaitzl chat Man 
is fitted ſor Heaven merely through the 
Oprrulions of Divine Gract, without any 
Regard to bis on Exertions'; whillt 
others. lay all en upon bum A 
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it is become difficulr wh a 1 art Mind 
io diſcover the Truth, and ſtill more 
-, difficult ee to it when diſc 
na . nd pray, Sit, y hat.new Light 
is Fe, this SubjeC in the Wru- 
ings of Baron Swedenborg . 
No neu Light at all, but only 
2 1 Beginning, \ un- 


x 


x bc bad Wy into 7 Church 
ihrough a Departure from the old Com- 
nardnent. In the Writings therefore 
- Swedenborg, vou will ſee a 
ä clone: and full Refutation of all that 
ine which would teach, War Man 
ſaved either by Charity alon: e, r 
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by - FaitÞ atone, or by good Wikks' b 
or By a moral Life feparate. fröm 2 pl | 
ritndl Life, 7 by a ſprritubl "Lift ſepa- 
rate from à mor Life or by Divine 
"Grace without” Regard to his babn fre 
Exertions, or by his own fret Exertions 
withontRegard to Divine Grace. Having | 
thus taught what a Chriſtian” Liſe 15 97, 
the Author next proceeds to ſhe w Ad 
demonſtrate from the Hbly Seriptüres, 
what it really is ; and his Doctrine on 
the intereſting Subject may be reduced 
to the following Summary. A truly 
Chriſtian Life i is a Life which leads d 
Heaven, and to be led to Heaven is tie 
ſame Thing as to be formed inthe 
Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit of Heaven, 
according to our Lord's Declaration, 
e The Kingdom of Heaven is "within you.” | 
A truly Chriſtian Life, therefore, is that 
"Which tends moſt perfectly to open and 
form in Man the an Likeneſs, and 
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Spirit or Heaven aut Whereas Man 
cotifiſts of different Parts or Prineiples, 
each of them capable, in it's Degree; of 
receiving this heavenly Image]! Iikeheſt, 
and Spirit the reſore this ee 
Likeneſs, and Spirit cannot be fu 


ere and formed; unleſs it be 1 | 


and fortried in each Part or Principle. 
This Purts or Principles are in gensral 


Me ien the >UndorPavding, and tlie 


A or Oßrrurion tenbelproceeding." A 
truly Chriſtiaß Life therefore hath 


Reſpect to theſe three ſeveral parts or 


3 es of Man, to open and form 
eich of *therh 3 e to the Image, 


ate, The 
opened and formed by 


"Likeneſs; and Spirit 
Wild" is this 


Charity | 1th: all it's erden attendant 
aa Virthes':” The" Undevfiiiding 


is this" opened and? formed by! Fifth, 


29152 Es io hue ing: 
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ing: ben the der or 
ſo formed by good (Horks;'or an obedient 
Practice of the Things. which, Charity 
| and Faith dictate. A truly Chriſtian 
Life therefore, or 2 Life which leads-to 
Heaven, is a Liſe of Charity, of Faith, 
and of good Warks; conjointly,; If * 
Heart and Lungs are ſeparated, all 
dily Action ceaſes: in like Manner if you. 
ſeparate a any one of theſe t 
tuents of a Chriſtian Liſe from: the other 
two, they all periſh; but being joined 
together, they tend to each ather's Sta- 
Ability and Perfection, and thereby to the 
Stability and Perſection of all the Parts and 
Principles of Man, and this in the De- 
gree in which. each is cu culated, and 
brought into due Subordination. 
Sopn. Pray | Sir, in what JEEP - e-do | 
you! here {ule the Terms, Charity, and 
Huub It ſeems 80 that the Signifi- 
cation you annex 10 theſe Terms is 
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RllyTecelivns. Vine gs: WaTIn d on 

„ Pufk. Chivicy, according to the Senſe 
kawhiew it istunderſtod AER 
the- Writings" of Baron Swedefbörg; 18 


the Divine Life of Holy Love, prorteda | 


ing froth the! Loi G i S Ven 


Man- u, whereby 66 id bed carneſtly 
to forſake all- Evil, and de 0e God and 


netedbur us emed, and to live a Liſt 
reebrüing c ſuch Lowe, 


we Felative Duties bf bis Rack, Station, 


upplied in the ſame” Writings; eis the 
Divitie Le of ' holy and pufe Wiſdeni, 
of Truth, frbm the ame. Dor God and 


Saviour, au His boch oft; "opated;und 


„ a oy 3 een 


* , 
, en) OR S 2 8 TIE * Re e e My 
LEG \ — 


Chvif,) and his holy Word;" operative in 


above all Things, and hib 


fulfMing faiths 
folly, uprightly;/ and conſeientioully* all 


and Cling” And Faith,” according to 
the'Sctiſe u hiC N it is onderſtood and 


P 


by hei is led to reject all perſuaſions which 
are contrary to heavenly Truth, and ta 
confirm ſuch as are agreeable, thereto, 
and thereby to attain a clear and diftioR 
Knowledge and Perception in his Mind 
of the; Nature of Good and Evil, with 
eit ſeyeral Degrees and Qualities : and 
alſo the Natures, Meaſures, and; Orders 
of the ſeveral: Duties thence, reſulting 
ſo that as Charity: is the eſſential Liſe of 
Faith, Faith on it's Part is che eſſent al 
Liebt of Chari bon and each i | 
for the other's Exiſtence," Pacſervations 
Qualification, and Operation, It is pro4 
per however to be obſerved, that in the 
Writings of Baron Suedenborg, Charily 
10 Aways configeredias having che Pre 
eminence. over Faith, thæt! is; Purity of = 
Wil and of Life is conſidered Ag; ans 
finitely ſurpaſſing all, ſpeculative Knows . 
ledge and mere Contemplation of holy 
cls, ſuch iIpsculativa 
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 Kijowietige „when grounded in the ze⸗ „„ = 
muine Truth of God's Holy Word 44 ; 2 
ſewn to have iris great und manifold — © 
_ Uſes, — — A 
_ getivine'Charity und as tending! t oc 
firm, qualifys exält, neee it ben 
diſ covered... W 1w * 
S065 Ac hat Senfe then lit 3 mori 
Lite eonſidered by Baron Swe 
; 'AJ: origitiating "Vid genuine 
Chactty and Faithf Land being Charity 77 
and Fuich in Operation; on in other | 
Wordle ag tonſiſting in gol Wokks, pro. 
ceeding from gbod Motive and being 
thereby the Bas und Foundation of ſpi- _—_— 
muas nee in Man, and; therefore abſo - 
lutely neceſſary to the Exiſtence of his 1 
ſpiritual· Life juſt as it is neceſſary for 
the Exiſtenct of 2 Houſe to I: 
| Foundation to ſtand upon. This Kind 
5 of Morality ie thel airwar# Fm f 
_ Chatfey and Faith, a living Form if it I 
OO... N 1 . 
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be joined iv ich and grounded in Charity 
and Faith, hut a dea Form if it be 
ſeparated fr and hath not Reſpect 
unto thoſe heayenly- Principles. Itpis 
ſucther to be noted. a hat by che Con. 


Junction of Chariiy. (Faith, und good: 
Works, Man's ſpiritual and moral,Life. 
are joined together in One, and the 
whole. Man is formed according co the! 
Image, Likeneſs, and Spirit of Heaven. 

Sorn. But you were ſpeaking con- 
cerning -the Operations ¶ Divihe Grace,” 
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and the Exerſions Man, as being con 
founded together by ſome Writers: 
Pray how are theſe Operations and Ex- 
ertions reconeiled z W Winde 
| Baron Swedenborg Ar F EW ISTY 
Pn. The Charity and Faithz"of 
which we have been 
their Origin, are ſhewn? ro: be not of 
Man, but of God, inaſmuch as watery. : 
on and petfect Gi is from"ahove 5 they 


are 
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Iy tie 
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are chetefste God's conti Fift t 
Mai but then they are given” to Man 


= 


* 


3 


0 


* 


46420 iſe freely as his own, and whilſt 


he ſo ener 


them, and at t 


e ſame | 


Time acknowledgeth in. Humiliation; anc 


Faith, as if i | ods Oy, 


Abaſement that the * are from 
abovef Tliat is, from the Lord God che 
Saviour; they are then inpuled and ap- 
Fr opriated to him, and become his for 
vation anc | eme Life; ſo that he 
f charity and 
” proper Life 


ſelf-derived, and yet confeſſeth it at the 
ſame Time . be aA Life derived from 


another, 


Merch 


rence of lp on 


„ fröm God; thus he 
acknowbedgetk wt Salvation to be 
fect o the Diba Gra 
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ed, and ꝛcquire Life, Formation, 845 
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' bility, and Operation in bim otherwiſe 

they muſt remain Things foreign. to him, 

05 can have no Place in him, not be- 
ing rec eceived 


and exerciſed | in his Free 


roll 1015 e . c e 
Pu 1 Yes, Sir, i in all i it $. Purity and 
it $ fulleſt Extent; ; pts be 
more  edifying than what is ſaid on this 
Subject, and the Manner of reconciling. 
the Free- will of the Creature, ig . 
Free Grace and Operation of God. 
Soren. I have been told, that Baron u 
Suedenborg held r Salt. 
ments reſpecting the Fall of A 125 
Pur. His, Sentiments are nl | e 
ticular. in this,. that he conſiders the 
prefent fallen, State. "of Man not as an 
Effect of the  Tranſgreſſion of one „ ngle. 
Perſon aloe, but, of many Perſons. pro- 


: grelſively 7 chrough Succelie we Generations ;/ 
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be ſhews that it conſiſts in a : 
from the Love of the Creator and mu- 1 
ha Love, into the Love of Self, of we 
Wo ld, and of thie Fleſh, and of the 
various Concupiſcencies therein origi- 
nating, and this ſucceſſively with 34 
cumulation from Parents to their Poſte- 
rity, : each adding his own ac 
his hereditary: Evils, and tranſmi 
them ſo increaſed to his Progeny; ſo 
that Man's natural Life at this Day, 
which he derives hereditarily from hie 
i J ther evil and 
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Sopu. Is it not aſſerted. in- theſe! _ 
"Wikinews. that the Nich may enter into 3 
Heaven as eaſily as the Por /, 16111 
PI. Les, Sir; the mere Pgſoſſon 
of Riches, i tis the re ſhewn, will preclude- 
none from the Kingdom of Heaven. 
It is the; Love of Wealth, and not the 
mere Foſſeſſion thereof, which is a1 

Hingrance to Man's Salvation.15iTheſei | 
Writings clearly prove that it is Sels- 
love and the Love of the World that 
oppoſes. and obſtructs Man's Entrance 
into Heaven: becauſe theſei two Kinda 
of, Loye are priucipaiiy bppoſite de 
pure Love, Of God and of; our Neigh-. 
bour, in which the Lifeaf}Heaven:cons3 
ſiſta, and by which at isn0pentd.and: , 
8 formed in Man. la living thertſore ad 
Life which leads tor Heavens the chief f 
Difficulty is, according to the: Teſtio/l | 
many ef Baron Swedenborg, to remove 
Self- love and the Love of the World, 
Hi IGG Fx 8 wich 
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8 with; their various attendant Concupiſ- 
cencies, ſo that the Love of God and 
neighbourly. Love may have free Ad- 
wiſſion into the Heart, and Formation, 
in the Life. It is therefore of no Con- 


ſequence, in chis Reſpect, whether. @. | 


may remain in; Self-love- and the Love, 
of the World, or che may purify himſelf! 
MI sections. 10 5 
un. There is no Call, then in 
theſe Writings to any. Peculiarilies of: 
| Life 2 1845's 208; ol 12 Naltzqr⸗ 


ets thoſe unclean 


Pn. Only: the Beculiariies: of for- 
aneh inordinate ſelſiſd and word 


Love, and ſtriving to become perfect i, 


venly Love and Charity, byla faith=; 


ful, üncete, and upright Diſcharge: of 
everyi 


5 al the relative. Duties to Whiel 
one is called by Providence, in his e- 
ſpective nde Statinn, 'Othi 
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Employment, whether as a Kingion' a 
 Sabjert,va Pries or a Layman, a Statefs - 
man or à Soldier, a Merrban ! or a M.. 


tchanic: No Aufterities are inſiſted on, 
but this Sacrifice of Selſllove; and no 


KNenuntiation of the World, but this Re- 
nunciation of the inordinate Love of it: 
Nay, it is much inſiſted on, that a Life 
is the World is abſolutely neceſſary to 
fit Man for Heaven; becauſe otherwiſe 
he can have no Opportunities for the! 
Erereiſe of Charity, and conſequently 


opportunities for renouncing and* 
expelling Self-love. But you muſt rebdi 5 


* x. F * 991 


for yourſelf on theſd in Sudjects, 
_ fort find it impoſſible! for mè to ad- 
_ quaint you vith a thouſandtk Part of 
all the Particulars relating to à g 
Luſe, which are declared in the Writs 

ings of Baron Swedenborg, and — 4 
have made me fo frequently-bleſs the 
Day, hen 1 firſt fer yes upon them. 
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soren Wall; die om the Informa- 
tn you have been ſo kind to favour” 
me with, E think 1 ſhalt hardly be eon 
tent to remain much longer à Stranger 
| one Wigs Fw eke r1 * 
to recommend fuch® Purity of Life, to 
7 phy ſueh Veneration® for the "Holy! 
Scyuptures,” and to exalt* fo' highly the 

Perſon, Of und Chevalier uf tte 
Cbriſtian Redeemer, are weighty — 

ments in their Favour. | 
PAN. Sir, they appear to me ſuch | 


Arguments as no ſober, ſerious, and | 


unprejudiced Chriſtian can poſſibly 
_ withſtand; and ſute Lam, that Nothing 


Wins 


| but Prejudice, ariſing either from the 
Evil of Life, or from Miſ-information 


reſpecting the honourable Author's 
Character and his Works, could induce 
any one to forego all that Variety of 
curious Inveſtigation and profitable In- 
| ſtruRticn with * they abound. 


„„ Son. 
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1. Lam much obliged to yo 
er the Satisfaction you have afforded 
me in your Anſwers to my ſevera In- 
1 quiries. Being called away by particular RO 
= —- menen Atpreſgnt, m 
V to 3 an Opt po renewing my fa 
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take you'vgain: 
ve lor iſhed for this Flesh Sine) — 
our faſt Interview 1 have been led in 
Coaſequence of eihet 
häbdd gisen me. 0 lock inte 


borg, and think F have Reaſon to chan „ 
the Divine Providenee for what I MN — | 
therein lor ſurely never Was the 
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the Hol Strophures, and concerning a 
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: truly Cbriſtian Life, are indeed moft 
comfortable, animating, edifying, and 


convincing ; and though IWas highly 


pleaſed with what you related in Regard 
to each of thoſe Doctrines, I am in- 

finitely better ſatisfied fince 1 have read 
and judged for myſelf, drinking at the 


Fountain- Head. There 1 2 alſo 3 


other Doctrines, which have afforded me 
extraordinary Delight, and which ap- 
pear to me ſtrong collateral Evidences 


at leaſt in Favour of the Author's Teſ- 
timony: Such are the Doctrine of Car- 


reſpondence between Things ſpiritual and 
Things natural, the Doctrine of Inu, 
the Doctrine of Degrees, the Doctrine 
of Providence, of Impulalion, of Regrne- 


ration, of Bapti/mi, and of the Holy up- 

per, with many others that do not im- 
mediately occur to my Remembrance, 

all tending to deliver the Mind ſrom 


;  peryeried. Ideas of: the Truth, and to 


eſtab] ith 


CT 5 * & 
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eſtabliſh it in ſolid Principles'both as'ts 
- Perſuaſion and Practice. But, Sir, „„ 
find the Author declares himſelf to the e 
World, not only as a Teacher of Dor. 
trines, but alſo in the ſuperior Chiirates © | | 
of a Seer, one that had his ſpiritual Senſes 
open ſo as to hold Communication with 
the inviſible World of Spirits and An- 
gels; and that he makes known in his 
Writings ſeveral extraordihary Particu- 
lars in Relation to that World, and to 
the State of Man aſter Death when he 
enters therein. Now, Sir, though - What 
he ſays on this Subject gives no Offence 
to my onMind, But quite the con. 
trary,-ſerving' to confirm my Belief in a 
future Life andi it's great Realities, yet, 
as L amlaware many will object to this 
Part of his Character, I ſhould be glad to 
know your Sentiments on the Subject, 
both fargherfuller;Satjalartion of my 
Fil mg? Wat Dir Wenn 36 on 
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own, Mind, and. alſo for the en 
the Seruples of others mnt 


Pull. This Subject is ſo fully ed 
of in two excellent Prefaces, written by 


a pious and learned Clergyman of the 


the other to the Treatiſe on influx, tranſ- 


lated by him from the Latin of Baron 


Swedenborg, that I think no candid Per- 


ſon can wiſh for any further Satisfaction 


in Regard to this Part of the Baron's 


Character; the Peruſal of which 1 beg 


Leave to recommend, not only to you, 


but to every other Perſon who feels diſ- 


poſed to read the Baron's Writings. It 
is not, however, to be expected, that a 


carnal, and careleſs World will be per- 
ſuaded, by any Arguments of Man, to 


believe what is ſo contrary to their pany 
groſs and earthly Apprebenſions. The 


Spirit of Scepiiciſm and Sadduciſm, in 
3 Regard | 
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Regard to all Coilitictatelf betiveth. 
the viſible and inviſible Worlds, is at 
this Day ſo prevalent, that there is Room 

do queſtion whether the Report eyen of 


an Angel from Heayen, if ſuch a Being 4 


5, was to appear amongſt us, would be able 


NG, to overcome . 6. Tf +4 have told vou 


. earthly Things and ye believe not, 
„ how ſhall ye believe if I tell you hea- 
ee venly Things? 2 18 4 Rebuke, which 
was ſurely never more applicable than 
to the incredulous Temper of the preſent. 
Times: And what is moſt extraordinary, 
and ſeems moſt to be lamented, IS, that 
this' Temper hach taken deeper Root | 
amongſt the Learned than the Unlearned, 
inſomuch that it is even conſidered as a 
Reflection on the Character of a Philo- 
ſopher and a Man of Letters, and a 
Proof of a little, narrow, or ſuperſtitious | 
Mind, t to W of _— 1 . 


„lohn iii, 12. 5 
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Agency either in the Way of Voice or 
Vifion. Nevertheleſs, the Simple and 
the Sincere, who believe in a Heaven 
and a a Hell, and in a Liſe after Death; 
and who 10 perſuaded, on the Authority. 
of. their Bibles, that Men like them-. 
ſelves,* even during. their Abode in the 
Body, have been admitted to ſee and 
hear what paſſes i in another World, will. 
not, it is to be hoped, fo eafily- become 


te Dupes of ſuch unhappy Incredulity. 


vo They will be convinced at leaſt, that it 
18 Poſſible for the Almighty: to effect. at 
this Day what he has done in Days . 
old, and where the particular Purpoſes. 
of his Providence require it, to open 
both the Eyes and Ears of his choſen 


Servants 19. 2 more immediate Inter- ie 
1 | Fes eee x 


"oy Ft 
42 . 


ih | See the various Vifohs of 1255 ann 26 
FM deſgribed i in their W ritings throughout. See alſo 
7; Paul's Relation of himſelf, 2 Cor. xii. 1 to 5 
$ and the Whole of the Lace of dt, John. 
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courſe with Himſelf and his itvifible 
Kingdom. They will ſee alſo, if they 
be at all acquainted with ecelefiaſtical 


Hiſtory, that Something of this Sott of 
ſpiritual Communication has been vouch- 
ſafed in all Ages and Pertods' of the 
Church; and though it is not to be 
denied, that many falſe and groundleſs 
Relations of this Kind have been and 


are ſtill circulated, yet they will be ena- 


bled to diſtinguiſh between the rue and 


the falſe, the real and the preiended, and 


will not reject what is genuine on Ac 


count of what is ſpurious; any more than 


they would reject Sterling Coin becauſe 9 
chere are Counierfeil . 0 


e. : 


SopH. You think then that this f 
timohy ct Baron Swedenborg, in Regard 


to his eee e is 


vel grounded 8 ja 4-1 "YL APC 


** 


Pull. As to myſelf, Psi — 


ſel, 1 do not entertain the ſmalleſt 
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Doubt concerning ir, whatſoever Impu- 
tation of Weakneſs, Credulity, Super- 
may expoſe me to. In Regard to others, 
I do not expect or even wiſh them to 
believe merely on the Authority of my 
Sentiments; nor ſhall I quarrel or diſpute 
with any one, who. is not diſpoſed too 
think with me on this Matter. But, this | 
I will be bold to aſſert, that it is the 
Duty of. every Chriſtian, at this Day, to 
think well for bimſelf on the Subject, 
without reſting: too much on the Opi« 
pions of fallible Men; and not to be 
haſty in rejecting an Authority like that 
of Baron Swedenborg, merely becauſe 
be declares that he has ſeen and heard 
what the Prophets and Saints of old de- 
dared they had ſeen and heard; remem- 
bering the ſober and ſolid Advice for- 
merly given on a ſimilar Occaſion, If 
«A pri or an oe hath ſpoken. to 
at kd ; him, 


ö 
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him, let us not fight againſt God. 
And in Order to form a juſt Judgment, 


ſon is bound to conſider further the 
Nature and Tendency of that Informa- 
tion which Baron Swedenbôrg brings 


concerning another World, for this 
ought ſurely to When proper en | 


reflect . eee wool Acne 


tions of aj pious; and learned Man like 
Baron Swedenborg, during a Courſe of 
more that twenty- five Tears, that he 
was favoured» with ſuch ſuper- natural 
Intercourſe; when I. conſider that he 
was as ſecure ſrom the Deluſions of En- 
chuſiaſin or an over-heated Imagination, 
as ſound Senſe. and Sobriety of Under. 
ſtanding could r any Mortal; when 

1 weigh- further the particular and in- 


85 e Malecians,) which in Conſe. 
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quence of * extraordinary Communi- 
catiom he has publiſhed concerning clic 
other World, their Harmony, Conſiſt- 
ence, Variety, PE eee eee 
Tendency; and when I ſee all this at 
the ſame Time ſupported and confirmed 
by a Purity and Conſiſtence of Life and 
Doctrine agreeable thereto, and corre- 
ſponding.therewith, I muſt confeſs I feel 
@ Weight of Evidence reſpecting the | 
Author and his Writings, which Ican- 
not withſtand; and if ſuch Evidence is 
not to be admitted as valid, it will be 
difficult to ſay what Evidence, in ſuch a 
Caſe, is admiſſible. But in this, as in all 
other Things, People muſt. be leſt to 
judge for themſelves; for it is one of the + 
Maxims inculcated by our Aũthor, that 
no Perſon's free Will ſhould be forced. 
-  Soex. Sir, Lentirely agree with you 
in this; that-it is beſt. to leave ſuch, Things 
to every one's own private Conſcience; 
| ; for 
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for it appeam to me that each will be 
determined in his Judgment herein, not_ 


ſo much by the Arguments and Reaſons 
| ing» of others, as by the Bias of his own 
particular Diſpoſition. If his Mind be 

ſet towards tine Things of Heaven, he 
will be diſpoſed to credit thoſe who 
bring him a Relation of ſuch Things, 
eſpecially if he: finds ſuch Relation 


agreeable to the obvious Senſe: of the 


Holy Scriptures, and tending to Purity 
of Life; but if his Mind be towards the 


Things of this World only, it is not then 
to be expected that ihe Relations of hea- 
venly Meſſengers, how ſoever well authen- 
ticated, will find Acceptance, according 


to that ſtriking Teſtimony of our Lord, 


« If they hear not Moſes and the Pro- 
«©, phets, neither will they be perſuaded 
though one roſe from rhe Deud. 
C eren nee this Matter for” the 


16.3.6 A 17 Fr ** . Ties 


9 1 XVI. 31. 
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preſent, I muſt now trouble you on ano- 
ther Subject, which ſomewhat perplexes 
me, and which is frequently ſpoken of 
in the; Writings of Baron Swedenborg. 
and that is a Nee Chur b. Pray, Sir, 
what am I to undeclland — 
this New: Churchs̃ quit) 26) 
PIT. May I firſt a; dint is as 
Idea (VCRs ee Ip tt to the Term 
Church ? Oe rl at neee 
SopH. © my Opinion, Sir, the Term 
is of a very vague indefinite Significa- 
tion, as uſed in our Language: For 
nſtance, we call a Building of Brick and 
Stone a Chureb, when it is conſecrated to 
ſacred Purpoſes: We talk alſo of the 
Church of England, the Church of Scotland, 
the Churth f Rome, &c. meaning 
thereby, as I ſhould ſuppoſe, certain 
diſtinct Congregations of Perſons united 
together by ſome particular Tenets of 
Faith and Doctrine, or particular Modes 
STACY %% Ws Te of 
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of Worſhip: We profeſs to believe alſo 
in the Holy Catholic Charch, by which, 
as I have always been taught to con- 
ceive, is meant the real Church qr Chriſt; 
or the Congregation of his true Children 
throughout he whole World, by what- 
ever particular Names chey are èalled, 01 
by whatever particular Doctrines and 
Modes of Worſhip they are diſtin- 
guiſhed, WhO worſhip Him in Spirit and 
in Truth, that is, anne to wa my e 
Will and Commandment. & 
PII. And pray, Sir, as to 
your Opinion, in which of theſe ſeveral 
Senſes is the Wer Rane moſt Fay 
to be underſtood? =o 
Sopn. I ſhould think i in "Ty later {1 
Pull. Why do you think ſo? 
Son. Becauſe it is very pai, from : 
the general Uſe of the Terr 
Sacred Scriptures, as where our Lord 
ſaith,” [ce 7 this Rock will I build 


Do TE Ten Y «my 


Ke) 
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„my Church; and where the Apoſtte 
calleth the Church the Body of: Chri/t,f 
that it does not ſignify a Building of 
Brick and Stone only ; for the ſame 
Reaſon neither can it ſignify any parti- 


cular Congregation of People united _ 
together by particular Modes of Wor- 


ſhip and Tenets of Faith, becauſe it is 
Poſſible that ſuch Congregation, notwith- 
ſtanding their Modes of Worſhip, and 
Tenets of Faith and Doctrine, may be 
very unchriſtian and wicked People, and 
conſequegtly cannot conſtitute that = Ws 
F Chriſt the Church, v hich muſ | 
be pure and clean both in Hhvurd- Mu 0 
Life: The Term Church therefore, pro- Ra 
perly and ſcripturally ſpeaking, | as it 


appears to me, is to be conceived i in an 


univerſal, Senſe, as comprehending al! 


true Believers, who worſhip the Lord 5 


5 Peſos ak in Pry. hs in K ruth.” 
Pane. 


=—_7 Matt. xvi. 18. t ce i. 155 24. 


— 


SoPHRON AND PHILADELPHUS. 1317 


Pull. Lou diſtinguiſn then between 


the Term Church when ſpoken of a 
Building of Brick and Stone; of a par- 
licular Cong regal ion f Chriflians ; and of 


the univerſal Body of ou ncere un 


throughout the 0 path PNAS 
Sp. Ida imme a corded 
PAH. ü according” to hip 0 
Senſe, you think, it is properly and 
ſcripturally denominated the en, 2 
 Chrijl d grin At AE? err 
Sor fart ihe be e 
Pars. And that Oe bee : 
gations of People, ſuch, for Inſtance, as 
_ what is called the Cbareb>of England, the 


- Church of Scotland, or the Chureb of > 


Rome, & c. may, or may not;” make a 
Part of the univer/al Church, or Church © 
e Chriſt, or Bodyn f. Cbriſt, acbording 
as their Lives are farmed, or not form- 
9 in e wirs and Obedience 
- * 5 55 e I AVE. 4 Þ to 1 
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to the Spirit of a right Faith _ Love 
towards Chrift 2 
Soren. That is my Meath: 
PIT. May I aſk you further ws; 
What do you conceive to be the real 
genuine conſtituent Principles neceſſary to 
form what is F GRE the" 225 
or Churth of Cbrin? x4 
Soph. I ſhould 5 ſuch 
Principles to be a genuine Faith and 
Love towards Chriſt, operating in the 
Heart and Life, producing all the va- 
rieties of Chriſtian Graces, Virtues, and 
Fruits, and tending thus to Man's Pu- 
rification, a Renewal in an heavenly Na- 
ture and Image, and conſequently a 
Conjunction with Heaven. 1 
PII. No Modes of Worſhip, then, 
no Tenets or Doctrines of Faith, no 
5 particular Code of Articles or Canons, | 
according to your Opinion, can conſti- 
tute à Church, properly and /cripturally 
| | | ſo - 
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ſoſ called, if they be ſeparated from the 
Puritins! of 4 genuine Chriſtian Faith 
and Love operating * yo "ow Juſt 
now deſcribed? [SHO 
1 :Sopm; ; That is my Opinions All 
ſuch Things, as I conceive, when in a 
State of Separation from true Chriſtian 
Faith and Love, productive of Newneſs 
of Life may rather be conſidered as the 
Sepulchre or Skeleton wi a e khan 
the Church itſelf! ll! 
FIL. Your" Obinion cen, 
right; keep c loſe to this ju Idea of 4 
Church. and you will readily and dearly 
apprehend all that Baron Swedenborg | 
has ſaid in Regard to a New Cburtb-. 
His Doctrine on the Subjett is imply | 
By this: The "preſent Chriſtian Church, 
through an unhappy Departure from fo 
genuine Faith and Love, is come to its 
Decline, and / betome | Chureb : for 
where genuine Faith and Love are want- 
5 208 dat * 7 ing, 5 
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=o. ing, there can be 0 Church; according 
to your on Principles. Not that it ãs 
to be ſuppoſed that, at this Day, there 
are zo good People in the Chtiſtian 
World, who fear and love God; but that 
the Number of ſuch is ſoſmall, in Re- 
ſpect to the whole. Body of Chriſtians at 
large, that they may comparatiuelj be 
called none, anſwering to that Deſcrip- 
« Grapes ſhall be left in it, as che ſhak 
ing of an Olive- Tree, two or three 
« Berries in the Top of the uppermoſt 
« Bough, four: or five in the outmoſt 
5 fruitful. Branches thereof.“ N Ever- 
theleſs, the Divine Merey and Wiſdom 
requires, that there ſnould be a Church! 
on Earth, herein the Loxp may be 
| known, loved, and obeyed, and thus [ 
Man may have Conjunction with God. / 
and God with Man; otherwiſe Mankind) — 
«2109 545250] hag is Logins muſt, | 
„ IGiah bil. 6. 
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muſt periſh everlaſtingly : It hath there- 
fore pleaſed the Lox p at this Time to 
lay the Foundations of a New Church; 
or, in other Words, to make ſuch new 
Diſcoveries. of Himſelf, his heavenly 
Will and Wiſdom, and the eternal 
Laws of his Kingdom and Government, 
derived from the genuine Spirit and 
uncorrupted Senſe! of his Holy Word, 
as may operate to the Reſtoration of 
amongſt Men, and to the Reproduction 
thereby of all Chriſtian Graces and Vir- 
Wes; andethus to the heavenly Order; 
Happineſs, and final Salvation of the 
Human Race, by reſtoring them to 
Conjunction With Heaven and the God 
gf Heaven, in the, Love, the Know- 
ledge, and the Practice af. the Laws of 
Heaven: AER > 5 5 tk * | 
So pH. Bok: hs ſhould this Church 
bes called a new / Church? Are gt; all 
Low M2 Churches 
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Churches one and tbe ame, from the 
Beginning of the World, as conſtituting 
the Lord's Body, and conſiſting of the 
fame ſpiritual Principle? 
Pn. Conſider, Sir, and e 
this well. In Regard to Life and E/- 
ſence, there never was or can be more 
than one real and rue Church, as there 
never was, or can be, more than one 
Will and Law of God, ove Way of Sal- 
vation, and oe Body of Jeſus Chris 
for Life eternal, or ſpiritual Life, in it's 
Eſſence, ever was, and ever muſt be, 0 
and the /ame, juſt as Life temporal, or 
natural Life, as to it's Efſence;' ever val 
and muſt be one and the Jam Never. 
theleſs, as temporal or natural Life, at 
different Times, and in different Places: 
and by different Means, has been vari 
oully modified, and aſſumed different 
Forms and Appearances amongſt Men, 
| 9 75 nas s been alſo W's N of elevs 


nal 
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nal Lite it has been at various Times, 
and in various Places, and by divers 


Means of new Openings of the genuine 


fied; and aſſumed various Forms and 


Appearances here on Earth, under all 


_ which] it was called, at the Time, a new 


| Church: Nevertheleſs, each Ne Church | 
was, in Fact, Nothing elſe but a Re- 


vewal on Reprod tion, and en 


Continuation of the e/ential. Life and 
Spirit, of the preceding Church, opened 


under ſome new; Form, Diſpenſation, or 


Appear Ace, accommodated to the pecu- 


Mar Circumſtances of Time, Place, and 
People, and calculated to exhibit. to 


Mankind the Divine Mercy, Love, 


Wisdom, and Fe in N their infi- 


1k/is;thexefpre nigh ans 4317 (7 


tion to, my on Mind to 7 that 


nene eos, and Faced, and every 


18101 1 M3 I 


Truth of God's Word, variouſly modi- 
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other ſpitirunl Member off the Check 
exiſting at that Time, and fince, were 
in Heart Chriftians, as all true Chriſtians 


are in Heart the Children of Arab, {al 1 


and thus that the Patriarchal,” Jewiſh, | 
and Chriſtian Churches were in mou” 
and Life one and the -Jame ; and by a- 
rity of Reaſoning, the New Church now 
about to be eſtabliſhed will, in Ea 
and Life, be one and the ame with all® 

preceding Churches, and ſo conſtituted 
in the univerſal Body of Feſus Cbriff, 


that the good Members of all preceding 
Churches will perceive | a Bleſſing from . 
it, as it's own Members will perceive. 
a Bleſſing from, and enter into the Edd. 
bours of, all preceding Churches, accofd. 
ing to what is intimated in thoſe Words 
of the Apoſtle, « Thefe all having ob- 
10 tained A good Report Oy Faith, | | 5 > 


Wd received not the Promiſe; *havi 


* provided dome better Thing for us, 1 


by v/v 


e e 


- 
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a newiRevel 
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&«, thar they" withbou) 1s foould not le made 
Ape 211 

Sopn. By 2 New Church Doctrine 
then; às ſpoken of int the Wrirings 'of 
Baron Swedenborg, oe | 
lation Stile 21 
Pulle If by a ee 
mean a new Law, new Commandment, 
or 4 new Divine Wor 
mediately from God to Tu) 
old Law, Commandment, and 
this you are not in any wiſe to under- 


ſtand: Bur if by a vew ee you 
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3 may thus have fuller. Admittance to; 
i and Operation upon, the Hearts and 
Lives" of! Mankind, according :torit's 
heaverih Spirit and Intention; this::you | 
are to underſtand a ,t bοανν Hονẽj 
Son. But ſome may\:;poſſibly:-aſk, 
Why are\northe Holy $eriptures, Ihen 
felves! ſufficient) ſor all theſe Purpoſes of 
1 I nfffruction and Rightcauſneſs, without 
= Aid f Baronb SWedanDο⁰ 's Writ- 
E ings 7 h 6 ena I $9 
-\-:Pr1L.; The Holy Scriptures. would 
| doubtleſs themſelves be ſufficient to an- 
ſwer all the Purpoſes of hedveply: In 
ſtruction andi conſequent Reformation 
of Mankind, provided they were well 
underſtood and practiſed according to 
their genuine Senſe and Signification. 
But it ſhould be donſidered, that they 
may be miſunderſtood, and chat without 
ſound: Dod rine derived ufromothe Word 
of God by ſuch as are e the 
1 o e N 0H »* Word | 
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Word 6f God irſelf is obſcure, and to 
ſome totally dark; or elſe it is» alfi 
and perverled, every one interpreting 
and underſtanding” 'the Seriptures nel 
cording to the Doctrine Which he has 
imbibed frorh Infancy?” Thus the Jews, 
by the falſt Doctrine of their 7 vadiltons, 
had tdtaly&bfeured and pervertech che 
Word e hgh of pare 


. 


eee the = 5 05 
mony of Baron Swedenborg has really 
na Ppened, in Conſequente "whereof he 
pure Fountain of lig Water is become 
ſo polluted and adulterated, as to be in- 
| feigen tbr e ee ſuſtaining 
ſpiritust Bie) and hende de derbich 
Veceſſiey of a pure and ſound For 
De ag Van pubs = 
listed to Mankind, in Order t Jead 
them to a right 8 again of 
D the 
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the; Kol „Word, that chey may! thus 7 
drink. of the pure. Water, of Lite ſor Inn 
ſtroctiqn and conſequent Repavation in 
Righteouſneſs. How: fax, the preſent 
Times: required {chai uc Form of 
Docdrine, and how. far the, Dogrine 
opened in his Wiitings fs calculated to 
anſwer. the ahoye great End, and Pur- 
poſe, muſt be: leſt to the Degifion, of 
ſexious and intelligent Readers. 
Sorh. But Baron Seer calls 
the ; Dogtrines, which che has delivered 
in his Writings;o bythe Namg and Title 

of, the, Dachriuss of theo New. Jeruſaiqmi 
or New, Church a How: am J:conceive. of 
this d es i es bas oel o! 
Aud t You find, Sir throughout the 
Propheten pamiculazl j ãn 1/aialh aſſages 
190 numerous Ebg hefe geęqunted! 
wherein Mention is made af glonious 
State of che Lord's Church} /and parti; 
TE that che of the, Mon 

2 715, 8 ſhould 
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« ſhould le as the Eight of the Stn; 
© andthe Light of the Sun ſevenfold}! 
«as' the Light of ſeven Days; * * that 
«© inſtead. t ie Thorn ſhall eme up 
« the Fir. Tree, and inſtead of dre, 
« ſhall” come up the | MyttleZTree'f + 


« that for Braſs" there fllould . Gold, 
and for Iron Silver, and for r Wood 


Braſh, aun lot Stönct Monz it denot 
iog ia Manifeſtarion of different Degte 5 
of heavenly Truth An Göde ab . 


petlor aha og Kocabrs” 
 knibwh,as the Light of fbe Sun is ſupe 
rior to the Light of the Moon”; dr as che 

71 le Trer are ſuperior 
to the 7 bor and bag or as Silber and i 
Gola arè ta the baſer Metals here ff poxen 


Fir-Tree-and 


of! Theſe and many other 8 f 


Seriptures of a like Nature, have in ge- 
neral been applied to the firſt Chriſtian 


bris SOL 1 10 1698. 164197 Chaten 


„Eh 8d, 46 e W 
lh ts, 1 8 | | 


* 


144 2 0 Dfrarocurs BETWEEN 


Church eſtabliſhed at our Lord's Com- 
ing in the Fleſh, to denote the Bleſſings | 
thereby communicated to Mankind. 
But that many of, thefe bleſſed Prophe- 
cies, remain yet unfulfillèd, and have 
Relation 4 to ſome future, happy States, of: 
the Church of God, there is every Rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe. The Book of the Re- 

velations puts this Matter out of all 
Doubt, chere being exprehn Mentien 
made in this Book of a; glorious. State. 
of the Church, Poſterior to the Lord's LY 
firſt Coming, and deſcribed, under the 
Name and Character of the New Feru-+ 
falem, by which, according to the Teſ- 
| timony of Bar ron Swedenhorg, is ſigni- 1 
fied- a Net. Church, or a new; Diſpenſa- 
tion of heavenly.” Truth, and Doctrine to 
be opened from the pure Word of God 
amongſt Men, in the laſt Ages of the 
World; to reſtore again pure Love and 
Charity; to remoye $4 Iniquity, Error, 
An and 
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and Diſorder; and to put Man i in n Pol | 
ſeſſion of all the Bleſſedheſs deſcribed, , 
when „the Tabernacle of God ſhall 

«be with Men, and he wilt dwell with 
„chem, and'they ſhall be his People, 
« and God Himſelf ſhall be with them, 
and be Heir” God; and God tha It” 
« wipe away all Tears from their Eyes: 
and there ſhall be no more Death, 

„neither Sorrow nor Crying, — 


halb there be any more Pain, for the 5 


te former Things ſhall be paſſed'; away. * 
| Baron Swedenborg turther teſtifies, that 5 


tlie Doctrines of Truth contained in his 1 


Writings have all of them' Reſpe to to 
this new and glorious State of NY 
Church, or New” Jeruſalem, and were 
intended to conduct Mankind into it; 
the Lonb having choſen him expreſsly | 
fo: this 27 peers to unfold the Spiritual - 


5 A. 


iner | 


. 5 : p * 


„„ * Ni 3, 4- 


ſation are now at this Time opened and 
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att Senſe of. the Holy Scriptures, 

and to make known. again thereby to 
Mankind the, great eternal Laws of Or. 1 5 


4 1 3 


der, Truth, and Righteouſneſs, which 
through, corrupt Traditions, had been 
miſerably perverted; ;] that ſo, walking ac 
cording to theſe Lays, they might come 
out of all falſe and evil Pr inciples both 
1701 Life and Doctrine, and regain their. 
primitive paradifiacal State of Inno- "He 
cence, Love, and Charity, through, {PR 
bleſſed e with Hoa and b. 5 
Kingdom. ͤͤ C TatE 

Son. 1 am to conceive W of. the» 
| New, Jeruſolem, or New Church, = 
it is a Diſpenſation of the pureſt Good- 
neſs, Truth, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 
1 revealed to Man from the ge- 
nuine Senſe of the Word of God; and 
krhat the Doctrines of this New Diſpen- . 


1 


publiſhed 


A 


r 
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publiſhed to the World i in be Writing 
»* Baron Swedenborgi? 1 1 1 


Pil. This is the true © Meaniag or 


* New Church, as ſpoken of by Baron 


Swedenborg. But let me caution you 
to diſtinguiſn carefully herein between 


the New Feruſalem or New Church, and 


it's Do@rines as delivered in the Writ- 


ings of Baron Swedenborg ; ; for if this 


Diſtinction be not well attended to, 
much Miſtake and Miſapprehenſion 


may be the Conſequence. Remember 


joined thereby with Heaven, and thus 


rendered living, operative, and fruitful 
N i from 


therefore, that the Do#@rines , the 
Cbureb, and the Church itfelf, are very 
different Things. The Doctrine are 
merely Principles of Truth introductory 
to the Church; but the Church itſelf con. 
ſiſts of thoſe Principles brought into 
Liſe amongſt Men, and incorporarec 
with the Spirit of Charity, and con- 


— 


Waitings of Baron Jw 8 
Merely the Principles of the heayenly 
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fromthe God of Heaven. It is pl, 
therefore, Man may be principled in 


the Docrrine of the New Church, and yet 


nat be a Member of or. We to the 


os Cbure h. 9 4 T 


SopH. "Ia would E — if 


4 underſtand you right, that it is not 
Juchcient merely to read and underſtand 
che Writings of Baron Swedenborg, in 


Order to become a Member of the New 
Chureb, but that Mab muſt be obedient 
49;the Dog ine of that Church therein 


ſet forth, joining \therewith All pure 


ove and Charity, hy the Practice of 
Virtue, before he can be ſaid to have a 


Patt in the i of: the New Jeu 


* 


Alen. b 
oa 111, Thai is 


wy e The 
wedenborg contain 


Seience needful to open and form the 
New Gbureh on Earth, either generally 


or 
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or individually; and as ſuch they will | 
be found moſt highly profitable to all 7 | 
who wiſh to attain unto true Church- 3 

. Memberſhip ; but to attain unto Church. © : 
Memberſhip, it is neceſſary: that W 
Principles ſnould be brought into Prac- 4 4 
tice by a ſincere. Obedience, according ©: 
to what our Lord: ſaid reſpeRing the 
Doctrines which Ile taught, If. ye 1 f 
* Eno. theſe Things, happy are ye if 7 
ye do them.“ Then, and in that 
MN Proportion: only, the Nero Church will _ oj 
be opened and formed both individually j 1 
and generally, which New Church," Sir, Þ 
I conceive to be a State of the moſt ex- = 
alted Love, Charity, and  conſequetit _ 
operative Virtues and Graces ſrom He. 
ven, that was ever yet manifeſted hetTfe 
on Earth; confifting in an entire Eradl. 
cation of all che inordinate, falſe, ad. 
e ere of Seli-love an de 1 
. ee ; N. * 9132 39 5 3 aof Fe 5 | 4 


— 


n 
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.of the World, with all the * 


envious, wrathful, and covetous Affec- 


Lions therein originating; and at the 


ſame Time a Renewal or Regeneration, 


Mexonght by the pureſt Principles of hea- 

venhy Goodneſs and Truth, through 
Obedience, in all the ſeveral Forms and 
Degrees of human Life, whether ſocial, 
civil, moral, intellectual, or ſpiritual, ac- : 


COT to what I lately ſigniſied to you 


in ſpeaking of the Dochrine of Life as 
Fer in the Writings of Baron Sweden- 


borg. Thus, and in no other Way, as it 


appears to me, and as thoſe Writings 
abundantly teſtify, can the Tabernacle 
of God be with Men, and be dwell 
.** qwith them, and they become his Peo- 
½ ple.“ And of this it would be well 


_ -that all the Readers of theſe Writings 
mould be mindful, leſt they. ſhould fanſy 


themſel ves Members of the New. Charch, 
merely becauſe they are acquainted and 
5 10 . | 


f ” 
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delighted with it's Do#rines ; whereas, 
according to the Teſtimony of thoſe 
Writings, the Nez Church can only be 
[implanted in Man through Obedience, 
and paſſing through the ſeveral States of 
Repentance and Regeneration, and the 
Temptations or Trials proper to each, 
till his whole Life,” in all it's Principles, 
Perſuaſions, and Practices, is brought 
Anto an entire Conformity to the Will 
and the Wiſdom. of God, by an abſolute 
Humiliation and Submiſſion thereto. 
Sorpn. Well, Sir, my Mind is much 
ſatisfied and delighted with this Idea off 
a New Church, as tending to renew, 
bleſs, and perfect all the Principles of 
corrupt human Nature throughout the 
Earth, by reſtoring them io Conjune- 
tion with God and Heaven. But what . 
am I to conceive. in Regard to the 
externa! Forms and Ceremonies of this 
New. Church? Every Church, you know, 
En Sir, 


— 


152 DraLoGUES BETWEEN | 


Sir, has i it's ourward ns well as it's in- 
ward Worſhip. Do you apprehend _ 
then, or do the Writings of Baron Swe- 
denborg any where ſuggeſt, chat any 
Change will be hereby wrought in the 
 Externals of Divine Worſhip at bee 5 
bel e Chriſtendom :; 
Purl. Sir, the Writings of N80 
Svedenborg are ſo fully taken up with 
pointing out the Efentials of the New 
Church, which are pure Love and Faith, 
anda conſequent Obedience of Life, that 
they ſay little concerning it's Formalities, - 
except this, that the outward Rites of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper ſhould be - 
"retained therein. In Regard! to other 
Parts of external Worſhip,” though ſuch | 
- Worſhip is in general ſtrongly recom- 
"mended and enforced as expedient and 
_ profitable, yet no parlicular Form is ex- 


preſsly pointed out; and therefore we 


may reaſonably W that Tay one | 
4 
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is left at Liberty to make Uſe of. . 


Forms, as may ſeem beſt, ſuited to his 


own particular, State and ſpirirual;Beng- 
fit. There is one CircymRtance;;how- 


ever, which I cannot,help.here remark». 


| ing as.of ſome Importance, and deſerving 


ſerious Attention from all the Readers of 


choſe Writings, and that is, that very 
weighty Cautions are contained;therein 
againſt any raſh or haſty Oppoſitiqn to, 


and Rejection of, thoſe, ex/arnaliForms of 


 Waorſoip, intwhich!Man; has been educa- 
ze and which are publicly Jv'Glaned 
in the Country where he lives. 


Sonn. Pray, Sir, be ſokind ie RE 


out to me ſome Paſſages in thoſe Wri- 
Tings, Which contain the neee, 99285 
ſpeak of. 3535 -1 l 


* 


Pn. 11. mall Inge ut 4; 


Onder to convince you that Baron "Hay 1 
denborg exerc ad moſt cool deliberate 5 


ee in. uch Things, and. ws no 
5 . . violent 
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violent Tesa in Matters not imme- 2 


diately connected with Purity of Life; wy 


thus ſerting an admirable Example to 8. 


all his Readers of wiſe Conduct, and of _ 
Caution againſt haſty Changes i in Points 
uo. efſential to Salvation. The Paſſages 8 
I mean are theſe: Speaking i in his Book _ 
of Heavenly Myfteries,”n: 1992, concern- 


ing the Ex/ernals of Worſhip implanted £ 


from Infancy, be has theſe Words, 
* The Lord is never willing to deſtroy N 
* ſuddenly, much leſs inſtantaneduſſy, 15 
the Worſhip inſeminated in any one 
4 from Infancy; for this would be to Fa 
«. pluck up the Root, and thereby de- 
, ftroy the holy Principle of Adoration - 
sand Worſhip deeply implanted, which _ 
e the Lord never breaks but bends ; 


2 
- 


« in early Life is of ſuch a Nature, that 05 


the holy Principle of Worſhip rooted 


& 1t cannot endure Violence, but. muſt Do 


8 5 WU yer 'bended | with Moderation and 
1 „ Suume. 


be, Gentleneſs;”, And again, in the ſame; 
Book, n. 2180, are theſe Words, © What 


is once implanted from Infancy with 
« an Idea of Sanctity , particulary, if it 
« be implanted into Children by their 


« Fathers, and thereby rooted in them, 
« this the Lord never breaks, bur bends, 


8 unleſs itbecontraryto eſſential Order.. 
And to ſhew rhat theſe general Principles 


of the Divine Operation apply, in a par- 


ticular Manner, to. the. New Church 


now 5 0 the Author, in his. 
Apocalypfis Explicata, (where he is e 


plaining what is written of the two 
Witneſſes “ aſcending into Heaven in a 


- Cloudy: Rev. alt T2, iy interprets the Pa 


#1] 0 1511 Fa N YA 


ee ige 4 
THER LIT Hh 8e f ad 
* 7 7 it. ſhould. be cobjected,: that the rao Wit 


meſſes f in this Paſlage denote the Goods of Lowe and 


_ the Truths. of Doctrine, and that the Explication 


only applies to ſuch 0 


and not to thoſe Who receive them, it may be an- 


frexpds that, dues. Muſe Alerts 
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ſage as detioring. the Separatibn of he. 
Winiſes from thoſe who do not reteive 5 
them; but then adds, that this Separa- 
tion was to be a Separation as to Inier- 
nals; and not as to Externals: And to 
ſhew further that thefe Externals were 
the Externals of Worhip, as well as of 
other Things, he adds, n. 671, of the 
ſame Work, 0 By the Cloud is meant the CY 
_Externol of the Word, of the Church, and 8 
7 Warſhip. >. To the ſarhe Purpoſe, i in N 
dle Rue Work, n. et, Hen of the 
Earth : 


5% he . 666, ofthe - fame Work, a Un reve Witneffc 
are ſignified, not only the Goods of Love and the „ 
Truths of Doctrine in the Abſtract, but likewiſe 
(his Words are) *« all they who are principled i in the | 
Goods of Love by the Truths of Do@rint?? Moreover, EW 


it is a Maxim with the Author, that'whatſoeyer i 1 b 


predicable of Good and Truth in the Abſtract, is 


Predicable alſo of the recipient Subjefts ; and {oa MT HO 


fore the above Explication' muſt needs exten 


| ſuch Subjekts, conſequentiy to ee fd” 
New Church. 0] PE 
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Earth belping the Woman (Rev. xii. 16), 
he ſays expreſsly, that be Church, 
* which is called the New Jeruſalem, 
1% 10 larrh (or abide) for a while 
er among t hoſe who are in the Doctrine 


« of Faith ſeparate [from Charity], 
ce whilſt it grows to the Full,* until Pro- 
« wif in made [for ins Eftabliſhmeht] 


« among ft more ; and he aſſigns as a 


oy od the New Church continuing . 


in 


It 120 ig de | 86 by ſome, that the 


New Church has already attained to the full State 


here ſpoken: of by the Author, and that conſequently 


the Time is already come for it's Separation from 


external Communion with the Old Church. This 


however ſeems highly improbable, when it is con- 


ſidered what the preſent Age of the New Church is, 
and when this Age is compared with the Time de- 
clared to be needſul for the Growth of the firſt 

Chriſtian Church to a full State, The Author aſſerts, 


n. 732 of the Apocalyp/is Explicata, that the firſt. 


| Chriſtian Church did not attain to it's s full State till 


more than a Century after it's firſt Eftabliſhment. 
85 : O g 


. = 
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in ſuch an unſeparated State as to Ex- 
ternals, that it might be helped and alſo 
increaſed by thoſe who are of the former 
or Old Church, ' To this may be added 
the Author's own Example, in that he 
himſelf continued in out ward Commu- 
nion with the Church in which he had 
been educated, having a few Hours be- 
fore hi | received the holy Com- 
munion from a Swediſh Clergymanz{ 
according to the Form of the Swediſh 
Church; and he never called any from 
the Uſe of thoſe Externals of Worſhip, 
to which they had been accuſtomed 
from Infancy. I am nevertheleſs well 
aware, that Perſons of a certain Charac- 
ter, and under the Influence of a warm 
external Zeal ſor what they call the 
Truth, obſerving ſome Differences be- 
tween certain Doctrines contained in the 
Wiitings of Baron Swedenborg, and 
certain Expreſſions in the preſent eſta- 
 bliſhed | 
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liſhed 'Liturgies, or Forms of public 
Worſhip, will be for puſhing Matters 


to Extremes, by haſtily rejecting the 
ald, and as haſtily introducing new 


Forms. This is a Spirit of the natural 


Man, which hath too much, alas! pre- 


vailed in all Ages of the Church, to it's 
great Diſturbance and Confuſion, whilſt 


Novelty of Modes and Expreſſions of Wor- 


ſhip has been more attended to than 


Newneſs of Life, and Men have ima- 


gined trug Church-Memberſnip toconfiſt 


rather in a well-penned Liturgy,” than 


Lt on: 


in the living and: heavenly Graces of a 
wellaregulated Faith and Love. What 


however IJ would here contend for is, 
that the Writings of Baron Swedenborg- 


are far from encouraging ſuch a Spirit. 
Son. Do you ſuppoſe then that the 


preſent: eſtabliſhed Forms of public 
Wort 
to admit of no nee for the better? 


mip are in themſelves ſo perfect, as 


. Fut. : 


- wa LY Ws, n ee p 1 Pra i "wp 
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PII. This is altogether a different 
05 Conſideration. It muſt be confeſſed, 
that in all eſtabliſhed Forms of external 
Y public Worſhip, there ever was, and bands 
1 probably ever will be, more or leſs. f 
Im perfection, inaſmuch as they are all 
uman Eſtabliſhments, and of Conſe- 
quence cannot be perfect. This is al- 
lowed to be the Caſe with all Liturgies Le 
ia all Churches throughout Chri ſtendom 
at this Day, which have grown more or 
leſs imperfect, according as the Church . 
which adopts them has grown more r 
leſs corrupt in Doctrine and in Life. 
But the great Queſtion is, How far are 
theſe Forms, in their preſent Imperfec- 
tion, adapted to the Bulk of the People 
for whoſe Uſe they were intended? May. _ 
they not be better ſuited to the Mullilude 3 
than more perfect Forms? We know! IEP 
that the Letter of Holy Scripture itſelf 


We = Saree — . 1 3 2 : : —— — 2 — P 
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ö is thus accommodated to Man's natural 1 
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and groſs Apprehenſions, for we read 
that the Lord taught his Word to his 


Diſciples as they were able to hear: 
«.it;*** and he had © many. Things to 


«:{\ay unto them, but,” ſays he, © ye 
cannot bear them now; f and may 


not this be the Caſe with the preſent: 


eſtabliſhed Forms of public Worſhip? 
Might there not therefore be a Danger 


in making any Change, till the People 
were in a better State to bear and profit. 
by it? And would it not be wiſer and 
more expedient, and conſequently more 


becoming the Duty of every ſincere and 


humble Chriſtian, at preſent, inſtead of 


ſeparating from his weak and ignorant 


Brethren in the Uſe of their imperfect 


Forms, rather to accommodate himſelf 
herein to their Infirmities; to ſet them 


thus an Example of orderly Life and 
Submiſſion 7 the CONE 7 Man for 


wa ; 5 
| 2 o © TE FEW > O 83 wh 1 the | 


01 12 2 Mark i iv. 33. = John xvi. 12. 
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the Lord's Sake ; to acquire thereby ſuch. 


an Influence over them, as might lead 


them by Degrees to receive more ſolid 
and perfect Principles of Doctrine and 


of Liſe? The Truth being thus recom- 
mended, it appears to me there might 


be better Hope of a more general Re- 


ception, and as the Reception became 


more general, there might be Hope 


alſo, in. Proceſs of Time, of it's effeding 
an Alteration and Improvement in every 


Liturgy of every Church in Chriſten- 
dom. But to attempt a Change in-any- 


other Way, is as contrary, I am per- 


ſuaded, to the whole Tenor and Spirit 
of the Writings of Baron Suedenborg, 


as it would be contradictory to the Ex- 


his Apoſtles, who never rejected, or even 


ſpake againſt, the Externals of the 


Jewiſh Worſhip, but continued in the 
conſtant Uſe and Toleration of thoſe 


— 
* 
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* 
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| very Formalities, which they well knew 


were, in Proceſs ol Time, to be. done 
4 ha 00's aaa which _ 


Sorn. 5K Bur ; Sir I | waetagly in Com- 


of the Writings" of Baron dg 
that all the preſent external Forms of 
Worſhip; uſed in Chriſtian Churches, 


are to be'\confidered as confticuting what 


| Babylon, and the great Whore, and 


_ therefore that it is dangerous even to 


come into a Congregation Where ſuch. 


; Forms are uſed. 18 422 99 — 2 190 n 2 10 3 
: e } it is an eaſy Mater to. 


Words womb u ot arch conceived 


Perſon, who made ſuch an Aﬀertion, had 
affixed, in his ot Ideas, ſuch a 3 5 


cation = Terms Dragon, Babylon, and 


! 11 6 "23. * ; 
6 1 N . 
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the great Whore, ſpoken of in the Reve- 

lation, and made them denote the preſent 
eſtabliſhed Forms of public Worthip. 
But I am bold to aſſert, this is a Senſe 
of thoſe Words not to be found in the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, who, 

in his Interpretation of them in his 
Apocalypſis Revelata, informs us expreſſ- 
ly, that by the Dragon are ſignified all 
ſuch Perſons in the Chriſtian World, as 
« ſeparate. Faith from Charity, and at- 
« tribute ſaving Power to the former 
« without the latter; and that by B. 
Zylon are ſignified all thoſe, who have; 
« profaned, or do profane, the holy! 
« Things of the Word of God, by the 
« Spirit of; Self-Love in the Luſt of 
« Dominion ;” and by the great Whore 
thoſe, * who: have adulterated, or who 
« do adulterate,- the holy, Truths of the | 
« Word of God by Evil of Life,” | But 
wh, now has. All this: to do Win the. * 
£7 _ outward | 
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outward eſtabliſhed Forms of public 

Worſhip? The above abominable 

Terms, it is plain, are here applied to 
denote, not Forms of dead Words, but 
Tempers of living Men, whether of In- 
dividuals or of Congregations, who ei- 
ther through Evil of Life are confirmed 
in falſe Doctrines, or, being principled 
in Truth of Doctrine, live in Evil of 
Life. ':It is therefore well to be noted, 
that every one, yea, even a devout Rea- 
der and Admirer of the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg, may juſtly come 
under the Appellation of Dragun, Babylon, 
aud great Whore," in Caſe his Liſe and 
the Doctrines which he reecives do not 
accord with. each other. In Regard 
to the Danger of entering into a Con- 
gregation where ſuch Forms are uſed, * 
IJ cannot ſec, for my own Part; hence 
it ſhould come, (even ſuppoſing thoſe 
Forms ſo Dragon-like as you have heard 
them 
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them repiteſatted; ) except from a Spirit pi. 


of falſe Zeal and ſevere Judgment, void 
of Meekneſs, Moderation, and Charity. 
For if Meekneſs, Moderation, and Cha- 
rity be not with us, we ſhall aſſuredly 
be in Danger, whether in the Uſe of 
Forms, or in the Ręjection of them; but 
if ye be influenced by true Meekneſs, 


7 Moderation, and Charity, I will venture 


to ſay we might then be unhurt and 
unde filed, not only in an Aſſembly of 


Chriſtians uſing their preſent Forms of 
public Watthip, but te in 0 e, 


of Jews or of Pagans, inaſmuch as to 


the pure all Things are pure; and who: _ 


is he that will harm you, if ye en 5 


A lowers of that which 1 is good? | 2 
5 87 Sopn. But does not Baron e 4 1 7 
0 borg ſpeak of the Danger of, joining to- 3 


5 gether the Faith ny what he e ger 5 


hey _ en dich 70 
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W He does} and moſt juſtly; 125 
becauſe the Faith of what he calls the 
| Old: Cburcb i is a Faith, he ſays, directed 
towards three diftinft Perſons-in the God-" 

head, as conſtituting three diſtin& beings 
of different Virtues, Powers, and Ope- 
rations; whereas the Faith of the New 
Church, as hath been ſhewn, is directed 
. towards « One Penſom in whom is the Di- 
vine. Trinity. - The Faith of the Old 
Church is alſo diſtinguiſhed from that of 
the New in ſeveral other eſſential Parti- = 
culars. But this has Nothing at all 
to do with Modes and Expreſſions off 
MWorſhip, which, like the' Lelter of | 


Scripiure, will turn any Way to favour 15 1 5 


the particular Faith or Belief in which 


Fs Man is principled, - whether true or 7 
bo falſe: Suppoſing him then really prin- Ls 
_ cipled in the Faith and Life of the New 


Church, all his Forms of Worſhip, be 


| . ever ſo imperſect, will needs be 
e, 8 
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brought to favour that Faith 1 Life. 
in his Mind, and will thus be conſe- 
_ crated to his ſpiritual Good, according 
- _ toithe Meaſure oh: his: Pe in the” : 
Uſe of them. Me e . 
Son. Tau think 410 8 a Cler- 8 
gyman of the Church f England, for In- 
ſtance, may receive the Doctrines con- 
tained in the Writings of Baron Swe 
denborg, and yet continue canſc alp 
in the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, accord cord 
ing to the eſtabliſned e of that. 
Church?) 12 
Pulk. 1 not ol think hat ke may. 
continue conſcientiouſly in the Exerciſe of 
his Miniſtry, but that he would follow 
the Dictates of a very ill- informed Conſei- 
ence, if he did dot continue therein; ſo 
well perſuaded am I, in my own Mind, 
that it never was the Deſign of Baron 
Swedenborg in nis Writings to call any ' 
; Clergyman from the Exerciſe of his 
Miniſtry. 
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Miniſtry. For is it not exprefsly de- 
clared in thoſe Writings, that the 
Clergy are gifted with particular Graces 
of the Holy Spirit, as Humination and 
Inſiruction, and are accordingly to be 
the Perſons, who, having firſt them- 
ſelves received the Truths of the New 
Church Doctrine, ſhall be the Means of 
extirpating falſe Principles among /: the 
Laity? f But how now could this poſſi- 
bly be the Caſe, if the Clergy were to 
ceaſe from their miniſterial Functions, 
as ſoon as they had imbibed thoſe 
Truths? Is'it not alſo Expreſsly declared 
further, in theWritings of Baron Sweden- . 
. | borg, © that none ought to teach Truths 
e but Miniſters appointed to teach ; for 
« if otherwiſe, then the Church is dif- 
„ turbed with Hereſies, and rent aſun- 
„55 P "59% der?” 


* See True Chriftion Nan n. ws 
+ See True Chriſtian Religion, n. 784. 
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der?“ * If. then theſe appointed Mini- 
gers were all of them to reſign their ec- 
_ cleſiaftical. Functions, who would be left, 
according to the Declaration of Baron 
Swedenborg, to teach the Truth? 
.. SoPH, But might it not be called 
Prevarication, Hypocriſy, or Diſſimula- 
lion, in a Clergyman, to uſe Forms of 
public Prayer, and Confeſſions of Faith, 
which did not agree beer wr en | 
own Ideas? 4 Ae ! 
PII. Vour Queſtion inyolvexi a very 5 
nice Point of Caſuiftry ;' and I believe 
that every Clergyman, who accedes 
heartily to the Doctrines contained in 
the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, will 
ſuffer more or leſs Trial in his Mind 
before he can be fully ſatisfied concern- 
ing that Point, if I may judge from my 
own Experience: For the Charge of 
Prevarication, Hypocriſy, and Digi mula-. 
3's e 
N 6 4 AV Ha Shes f 5 
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tin, if juſt, is a very heavy one, both: 

burthenſome to the Conſcience: and in- 
jurious to the Character; and therefore 
will be avoided as much as poſſible by 
every conſcientious Miniſter. But the 


great Point to be determined in the pre- 


ſent Caſe is, whether ſuch a Charge be; 
juſt, and; I will tell you ſome of the 
Y Conſiderations which, have. inclined . me: 
to think that it is 20 juſt, at leaſt in 
Regard to a Miniſier of the, Church of 
England, Who receives the Writings of 
Baron Swedenborg. All the Diſagree- 
ment which ſuch.'a Miniſter will find 
between his own Ideas, and the Liturgy: 
of the Church in which he miniſters, , 
may be referred to two Points, the Doc 
trine of ibe Trinity, and the DoBtrine 
concerning the | Chriſtian | Lord and Re- 
deemer: In Reſpect to the firſt of. theſe. 
Points, a Trinity is allowed both in the 
nn of Baron Sy edenborg and in 

. the 
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the Liturgy of the Church of England; : 
and that this Trinity conſiſts of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, who all Three make 
One Only God, and the only Difference 
is in the Manner of conceiving and ex- 
preſſing this Trinity. So in Regard to 
the ſecond Point, the Divinity of the 
Chriſtian Eord and Redeemer is ac- 
knowledged alſo on both Sides, and 
that He is a proper Object of Worſhip; 
and the only Difference here again is in 


the Manner of concelving and expreſ- 


ſing it. The Queſtion of Conſcience 
then, in the preſent Caſe; appears to me 
to be this; Is it Prevarication, Hypo- 


cri, or Difſmulation, for a Clergyman 


io uſe Expreſſions not altogether agreeing 


wth bis. own Ideas, when yet the real 
Things ſignified by thoſe. Expreſſions, + 
according tothe Conſtruction which he 
is at Liberty to put upon them, do agree 
| "Ry his Js a Nadine; Conſideration, 

=, which 


__ a - 
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which has had great Weight with, me 


on the Subject, is this; May not much 
Miſchief, come, ſometimes from too nice 
4 Serupulouſneſs. in Regard 10 Points of 
this and a ſimilar Nature? And may 
not therefore the Rules of good Conſci- 
ence, Duty, and Order require, that 
certain private Reluctances of Sentiment 
ſhould be ſubmitted to, in Order to 
avoid ſome greater Inconyeniencics 
_ which, might attend a Non-Submiſlion ? 
A.remarkable Caſe of this Sort occurs 
in the Hiſtory. of the Apoſtle Paul: You. 
— how, on his Return to Jeruſa- 
„he was, perſuaded by the other 
2 to purify himſelf. with four other, 
Men which had a Vow, and be at Charges 
with, ibem; and the Reaſon, urged for 
his doing ſo was this, „that the Mul- 
titude might know, that thoſe Things 
« whereof they were informed concern 
ing bim were Nothing, but that he 
V him- 
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by. himſelf alſo walked orderly, and kept 
« the Law.“ Here the Apoſtle, for the 
Sake of Order, and to avoid giving Of- 
fence to the Multitude, in a Matter 
which might have been attended with 
hurtful Conſequences to theſe bis weak 
Bretbren, charitably ſubmitted to do 
| Things, | which- in themſelves, we may 
well ſuppoſe, were not altogether agree- 
able to his own Ideas of what was need- 
ful and meet to be done; for he well 
knew, that the Law of Ordinances was 
then about to be ſuperſeded by a purer 
Difpenſation. This m ight be called 
 Prevarication, Hypocriſy, or Diſſimula- 
tion in St. Paul; nevertheleſs he him- 
ſelf was doubtleſs thoroughly perſuaded 
in his own Mind that he acted right; 
and every enlightened conſcientious 
Clergyman will be thoroughly perſuaded 
alſo, that whatever he does in Upright- 
* See Acts xx, 17 to 27, 
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neſs and Sincerity before God, for good 


and uſeful Ends, for the Preſervation of 


Order, and to avoid giving Offence to. 
bis weak Brethren, is done without Pre- 
varication, Hypocriſy, or Diſſimulalion, 


though poſſibly he may uſe Words, as 
the Apoſtle did Ordinances, not altoge- 


ther agreeing with his own Ideas. The 
Advice therefore which I ſnould wiſh to 
give every Clergyman, on ſuch an Oc- 


caſion, is this: Let him rather learn to 


bear with the Reluctances of his own 


cular Expreſſions not preciſely in Agree- 
ment with ſuch as he himſelf would 


have adopted, than violate the great 


Law of Charity, by forſaking and of- 
fending his Flock, and thus putting it 
out of his Power'to do them any Ser< 
vice: And let him be aſſuted, that if, 


for the Good of thoſe committed to his 
Care, he ſubmits to the Imperfections 1 75 


of 
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private Judgment, in the Uſe of parti- 
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of human Eſtabliſhments, And would 
rather privately ſuffer a Reſtraint on his 
own Mind from thoſe Imperfections, 
than diſturb public Order, and offend-'a 
weak Brother, he is ſo far from being a 
Prevaricator, an Hypocrite, or a Diſſem- 
ler, that he deſerves rather to be called 
a Martyr for the Truth's Sake, inaſ- 
much as he makes a continual Sacrifice 
of his own Self- will to the Wellare aud 
Edification of others. 
SorH. And pray, Sir, 1 4 | 
would you give to a private Layman, 
| Who receives the Writings, of Baron 
Swedenborg, in Regard. to the Uſe of 
the preſent eſtabliſhed Forms of War- 
ſhip? : 6.7% 
1 1 5 1 a 
him, in the Words of the Apoſtle, to 
ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man 
cc. «for the Lone: 8 e and. to give | 
| | 7 CE no 
. 1 Pet. ii. 13. 
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no Offence in any Thing, that the 
« Miniſtry be not blamed.” * I would” 
recommend alſo to his moſt ſerious 
Conſideration theſe weighty Words of 
the Lord to his Diſciples, ** The Scribes 
« and the Phariſees ſit in Moſes's Seat; 
«all therefore whatſoever they bid you 
c obſerve, that obſerve and do; but do 
«nor ye after their Works.”# Not 
that I would inſiauate hereby, that the 
Chriſtian Clergy at this Day are in as 
rcupt a State as the Seribes and Pha- 
riſees of old were; but even ſuppoſing it 
ſo, I would contend from theſe Words, 
that, it is the Duty of every faithful Diſ- 
ciple of Chriſt, to pay the Clergy the 
Honour and Reſpect due to their holy 
Office, and to liſten attentively to their 
Teaching, as ting in ibe Scat, not only 
oh . uy e of el and his 
| 05 e coef 


* 2 Corinth. vi. * + Matt. x xxiii, 2, 3. 
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Apoſiles. I would further wiſh him to 
attend well to the general Spirit and 


Tenor of the Writings of Baron Swe- + 


denborg, rather than to any particular 


Part of them to confirm any particular 
Doctrine, inaſmuch as he will find a 
Thouſand and a Thouſand Things 

therein leading to Purity of Heart, Hu- 


mility, Love, Charity, Mercy, Honour 


and Reſpect due to the Clergy, and all 
the Graces and Virtues of a regenerate 
Life, but not a ſingle Mord throughout 
calling any one to leave the external 
Forms of | Worſhip in which he has 


been educated. I would next point out 


to him thoſe: Paſſages in the Writings 


of Baron Swedenborg, which recom- 


mend particularly external Worſhip, and 


which ſhew the great Danger of violat- 


ing the holy Principle thereby inſemi- 
nated in Man from Infancy. And fur- 
| ther, | would recommend t to his eſpecial 


Aa 


Notice 


% — 
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Notice what is repeated again and again 5 
in the ſame Writings concerning true 
Morſbip, viz. that it conſiſts in real 
Humiliation of Heart before the Lord, 
under the Influences of a pure Love and 

Charity; * and that if the Worſhipper E 
be in this Spirit, all his Forms of Wor- 


ſhip, let them be ever ſo imperfect N 


themſelves, will aſſuredly be conſecrated 13 
and ſanctified to his eternal Gd; but _ 
if he hath not this Spirit, let bis exter- 
nal Modes and Forms be what they may, 8 
his Worſhip is abominable and pro- 
fane. I would further hint to him, that 
his eternal Salvation does not depend 
upon the Forms of Words: which he uſes _ 
in his Prayers, nor upon the Liturgies of 5 


the Church to which he belongs, but 


VO: whe" Sincerity of his own Life in 
W depart- 


TY Note. Go Extrafts PAT the 8 Cele flia . 
concerning Piety in the Heavenly Doctrine of the 3 
| New Ferujalem, n. 12 5 
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| departing from all Evil; and ſetting 
himſelf to will, to think, and to do what 
is right and good according to God's 
Commandments. I would therefore 
counſel him to leaye the Alteration of 
 Creeds and. Litanies to thoſe, whoſe Of- 
fice it is, and to whom it particularly 
; belongs to compoſe and ordain ſuch 
external Forms of Worſhip, for the ge- 
neral Advancement of Piety, inaſmuch 
as theſe Perſons alone are to be anſwer- 
able for the Imperſections of ſuch 
Toles and I would adviſe him, at the 
| fame Time, to get all the Good he can 
from them in their preſent State, and 
not make them worſe than they really 
are by his Miſrepreſentations or Abuſe 
of them. Nevertheleſs, if he was a Per- 
ſon in Authority, who had any Power, 
or might be ſuppoſed to have any 
Influence in changing old eſtabliſned 
Forms of Worſhip for ney On s, which 
a N 
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mi ght better anſwer the Purpoſes of 
public Utility, I would then adviſe him 
carneſtly, yea, I would convince him it 
was his Duty, to attempt ſuch a Change, 
whenſoever a proper Occaſion offered, 
and it might be done afely, without 
being productive of more real Miſchief 
khan real Good; for I am not ſuch a 

Stickler for old Forms as to think they 
are never to be altered; nor do I believe 
that the Forms at preſent in Uſe are to 
remain for ever, being of the Number 
of thoſe changeable Things of which it 


is written, As a Veſture ſhalt thiu change 


them, and they fhall be changed: All I 
would inſiſt upon is, that the Change 
ſhould be made with the utmoſt Pru- 
| dence and Diſcretion, at the proper and 
needſul Time, and by Perſons alſo in- 
veſted. with proper Authority to make it. 
And laſtly, I would preſs upon him to 
conſider his Neighbour's Edification, g 


. and 
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and to. aſk himſelf this important Queſ- 
tion, whether he thought. it would con- 
duce to his Neighbour's Welfare and the 
Good of Society, that all the preſent 
_ eſtabliſhed Forms of public Worſhip. . 
ſhould be inſtantly annihilated ? If his 
Conſcience anſwered in the Negative, I 
would then make it plainly appear to 
him, how by ſeparating himſelf from 
ſuch eſtabliſhed Forms, he would in- 
fallibly, in ſome Meaſure, thwart his 
Neighbour's Edification, and thereby 
endanger the public Welfare; whilſt on 
the contrary, by countenancing ſuch 
Forms, his Example would tend to the 
Preſervation of good Order, and thus 
prove edifying to his ' Neighbour, and 
conducive: to * beſt danse of * 

cute, 
S800 fn. Do you n Sir, this the - 
Clergy are likely to receive the een, 
nnn £0 RD 
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Pu... Ic can ſee no reaſonable Cauſe. 
why. they ſhould not, inaſmuch as they 
will find Nothing in thoſe Writings, but 
what they might find in their Bibles, and 
- what is warranted by the pure Spirit "$8 
that moſt holy Book. It appears how 
ever to me as if the Matter would reſt 


ſimply here: If a Clergyman be of a 


worldly Spirit, and be more eager alter 
Gain, Preferment, or yain Glory, than 
the Salvation of Souls from a Love of 
Truth and Goodneſs, he may then pro- 
bably reject the Teſtimony of Baron 
Swedenborg, and not believe his Wri- 
tings, and for this plain Reaſon, becauſe 
he may from the ſame Cauſe doubt even 
his Bible: But if, on the other Hand, he 
be a ſincere Seeker after Truth for 
Truth's Sake, and be ſo far removed 
from a worldly and ſelfiſn Spirit of 
Pride, of Pre- eminence, and of falſe 


Glory, as to deſire earneſtly the Salvation 


QI e 


184 Dialocurs BETWEEN 


of Mankind from a real Love of Good- 
neſs, he will then moſt aſſuredly not 
only receive, but greatly delight in, the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg, becauſe 
he will find them moſt perfectly accord - -- :-. 
both with the Spirit of his own Mind. 
and with the Spirit of his Bible. 1 
would however be underſtood to make 
this latter Aſſertion only in Regard to 
thoſe, whoſe Minds have not been 
warped by Prejudices and Miſrepreſen- 
tations; for theſe Things, we know, 
ſometimes have an Influence on the beſt 
diſpoſed Minds, to make them reject for 
a Time what afterwards, when thoſe 
Prejudices are removed, and they come 
to be better informed, they receive moſt 
N e 6 e 
Sorn. You do not then Ms. | 
Sir, that by the Term New Church is 
meant a mere new Sect, or particular 
Denomination of Chriſtians, as Quaker's, * 
re, 


' 


) 
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Moravians, Methodifts, and the like; but 
that it denotes a Diſpenſation of univer- 
al Grace, Mercy, and Truth, to the 
whole Human Race, without Exception 
or Limitation of Time, Place, or Se&? 

Pn. So I apprehend; and accord- 
ing to this unzver/al Senſe the Term New 
| Churth:is-adopted by Baron Swedenborg, - 
and ſhewn to correſpond herein with the 
concurrent Declarations of Holy Scrip- 
ture, both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, whereſoever that Diſpenſation is 
pointed at; as where it is written in the 
Prophets, The Lord hath made bare 
„his holy Arm in the Eyes of all the 
« Nations, and all the Ends of the Earth 
« ſhall ſee the Salvation of our God.“ 
Again, The Gentzles ſhall come to thy 

« Light, and Kings to the Brightneſs of 

« thy Riſing; thy Sons ſhall-come from 
Ny — and 256 ef 6 ſnall be nurſed 
NN „ 0 ON Kn 


* Ifaiah la, 
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«at thy Side: Then thou ſhalt: ſee and 
flow together, and thine Heart ſhall 


« fear and be enlarged, becauſe the 
« Abundance of the Sea ſhall be con- 
« verted unto Thee, the Forces of the 
« Gentiles - ſhall come unto Thee.“ 
Again, In this Mountain ſhall the Lord 


of Hoſts make unto all People a Feaſt 
«of fat Things, a Feaſt of Wines on the 


« Lees; and he will deftroy in this 
« Mountain the Face of the Covering 
« caſt over all People, and the Veil that 
« is fpread over all Nations. 1 Again, 


« Fear not, for I am with thee ; I Will 


© bring thy Seed from the Zaft, and ga- 
« ther thee from the Veſt; I will fay to 
e the North, Give up; and to the South, 


Keep not back; bring my Sons from 


far, and my Daughters from the Ends 
*of the Earth} Again, "1 be in 
| "= cle 
is llaah ls 35 4, 5. lah ar, 6, 7. 
| > 3 Haiah xlui, 5, 6 5 5 
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the Night Viſions, and behold, One 
like the Son of Man came with the 
« Clouds of Heaven; and there was 
given Him Dominion, and Glory, and! 
ce a Kingdom, that all People, Nations, N 3 
« and Languages, ſhould ſerve Him.“ 4 
Again, © It ſhall cometo paſs afterwards, 
s that I will pour out my Spirit upon a/l 
* FHleſb. v Again, The Earth ſhall be 
e filled with the Knowledge of the Glory 
« of the Lord, as the Waters cover the 
« Sea. 1 Again, „It ſhall come to 
ic paſs in that Day that living Waters 
“ ſhall go out from Jeruſalem, half of 
et them toward the former Sea, and half 
« of them toward the hinder Sea; and 
s the Lord ſhall be King over all the 8 5 
e Farth. In that Day ſhall there be 1 
« One Lord, and his Name One. But 
this is declared ſtill more manifeſtly in 
: R CES wo wal 
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„Dan. vii. 13, 14 + Joel i. 28. | 
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the Revelation in the. Glowing Paſ- 
ſages, After this I beheld, and lo! a 
et great Multitude which no Man could 


e number, of all Nations, and Ainareds, 
and People, and Tongues, ſtood before 


« the Throne, and before the Lamb.“ 


Again, „The ſeventh Angel ſounded; 


* andthere were great Voices in Heaven, 


« « ſaying, The Kingdoms of this Morld are 


« become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
« and of his Cbrif.”f Again, «I fa 


another Angel fly in the Midſt of 


Heaven, having the everlaſting Goſpel | 


© to preach unto them that dwell on the 


« Earth, and to every Nation, and Kin- 
r dred, and Tongue, and People. I Again, 


ſpeaking of the New Feru/alem, © The 


« Nations of them which are faved ſhall 
« walk in the Light of it; and the Kings 
4 an the Earth do bring their Glory and 


Honour 
# Rev, vii. 9. + Rev. i, 25, 
T: Rev. xiv, Oe 5 - 
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C Mono into. it; and they ſhall bring 
the Glory and Honour of the Nations 
« jnto it.. N othing therefore can be 
plainer, than that the New Fe ru ſalem 
Diſpenſation is to be univenſal, and to 


extend unto all People, Nations, and Lan- 15 
; guages on the Face of the Earth, to be 
a Bleſſing unto ſuch as are meet to re- 


ceive a Bleſſing: Sefs and Sectarians, as 
ſuch, can find no Place in this general 


Aſſembly of the ranſomed of the Lord: All: 


_ the little L Diſtinctions of Modes, Forms, 


and particular Expreſſions of Devotion 


and Worſhip, will be ſwallowed up and 


loſt in the unlimited Effuſions of hea-i _ + 
venly Love, Charity, and Benevolence, 
with which the Heart of every Member 
of this glorious New Church and Body of | 


"Feſus Chriſt will overflow one towards 


another. Men will no longer judge one 
another as to MON mere Externals of 
VVV 


; 5 | 10 Rev. xxi. 24s 26. 


A's 
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 Church-Communion, be they perfect, or be 
they imperfect, for they will be taught, 
that whoſoever acknowledges the Iucar- 
nale Jehovab in Heart and Life, depart- 
ing from all Evil, and doing what is 


right and good according to the Com- 
mandment, he i is a Member of the Net : h 


Jeruſalem, a living Stone in the Lord's 
new Temple, and a Part of that great Fa- 


. mily i in Heaven and Earth, whoſe com- 


mon Father and Head is Jeſus Chriß. 
Every one therefore will call his e 
bour Brother, in whom he obſerves this 
Spirit of pure Charity, and he will aſk. 
no Queſtions concerning the Form of 
Mords which compoſe his Creed, but 
will be ſatisfied with obſeruing in him 


the Purity and Power of an heavenly - 


Life. Such, it appears to me, will be 
the bleſſed Temper influencing. Man- 
kind, under a Reception of the pare. 
: ee of Ani Grace and 
dere; 


£ 4 vg" 


1 
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Mercy now going forth; and it is my 


firm Perſuaſion, and a Source of unutter- 
able Conſolation to my Mind, that there 
is not a ſingle Perſon throughout the 
Earth, who is principled in any Degree 
of Goodneſs, but what will ſooner or 
later be benefited by this Diſpenſation, 
and gathered within the happy Pale of 
this glorious New Church. Nay, I can 
never behold a ſingle Spark of genuine | 


Love and Charity, Mercy and Benevo- 


lence, in any Perſon whatſoever, whether 

he hath ever heard of the Name of Ba- 
ron Swedenborg and his Writings, or 
not, but I fanſy to myſelf that it belongs 
to this new Kingdom or Body of the 
Greal Retleemer ; and as it deſcends from 
this Almigbiy Lord, ſo will it be gathered 
ſooner or later to Him, in the bleſſed 
Acknowledgment that He is it's Father, 
Preſeruer, Saviour, and God. But as 


every human Being, who is principled 
b CEN „„ 


2 
8 
* 
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in any Sort or Degree of Good, will find 


a Bleſſing under this new Manifeſtation 


of heavenly Truth, ſo I believe on the 
other Hand, according to what is abun- 
dantly declared both in the prophetic 
Writings of the Old Teſtament, and 


alſo in the Revelation, that all who are 


not ſo principled, but live in Evil of 
Life confirmed and unrepented of, will 


find their Miſery and. Confuſion hereby 
| Increaſed, being brought into ſeverer 
Judgment and Condemnation, accord- 
ing to the great eternal Laws by which 
every new Opening and Diſcovery of the 
Divine Word of God is regulated in it's 
Operation. For as it was at the Lord's 
firſt Coming into the World, to open his 
Mord anew amongſt Men, that this his 
; Appearing was for Joy, Peace, Gather- 
ing together, and Salvation to the good, 
but for Trouble, Diſturbance, Separa- 
tion, and Deſtruction to the wicked, ſo 
> - KD; eg 


„5 


üben 
Nn . 
ee 
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it appears to me, flom the general Teſ- 
timony of the Holy Scriptures, it will be 
at this 45 is een Coming. en 
Sb. This his ſecond Chning, Sir? 
What is K 700 mean? Wobld you in- 
1 ſinuate that the Eſtablimment of this 
New Church i is the Lord's Fecond Coming? 
0 Pix. Nay, Sir, be not ſo haſty : 
Let me aſk you, What i it is you mean 1a 
the Lord's fecond ms capt ele 
Sorh. Thave always been kabel to 
conceive; that the Lord's "Fetond Coming 
would be in the Clouds Heaven, with 
all bis holy Angels, to execute Judgment 
on the ungodly, and to gather the righte- 
ous into his' Kingdom, at Which Time 
the preſent viſible Heavens and Earth 
are to be deſtroyed with Fire, and the 
whole eien Creation periſh and be . 
a.. Fe 
RED Pn 11. N And you tonceive this 10 be 


* 
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a juſt lag ſcriptural; Idea 0 the Lord's 8 
Second Coming £78 

 Sorn. I do. | N 
Pur. But are you. HR that deu e 
not put a wrong Conſtruction herein on 
the Words of Scripwre, for Inſtance, 
taking that in a mere literal. Senſe, 


which was intended to be taken in a 


ſpiritual Senſe? You know that the Jews; 


of old, by thus abiding in the Letter of; 


, miſconceived the Na- . 


ture of the Lord's frft Coming, imagin- f 8 


ing that he was. to appear in ſome ex- 
traordinary outToard Pomp, as a temporal. 
Prince and Deliverer, and on this Ac- 

count they were unable to diſcern and. 
acknowledge him in his imernal Glory, 
as a | ſpiritual Prince and Deliverer. Ly 
Are you ſure now, that by this Idea 


which you have conceived, you are not 


„ on yourſelf « as the Jews of 28 . 
did? N 


975 | 
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Soph. Nay, Sir, I only declare to 
you what my Idea is on this Subject, 
and I believe it to be the Idea which 
generally prevails erer nn 
even the moſt learned. leh | 
Parc: I believe ſo too; 108 is it 
more to be depended upon on that Ac- 
count 20 The Idea of a temporal Prince 
and Deliverer was what generally pre- 
vailed amongſt the Jews, even the moſt 
learned, at the Time of our Lord's firſt. 
Advent ; but Experience ſhewed what a 
_ vain and groundleſs Idea that was. 
Sopn. In achat other Senſe then, 
pray, Sir, am I to conceive of 1 Lord's 
ſecond ComingR?s K 
Pn. Why not in a ſpiritial Senſe? 


+ Sopu. How do you mean in a e 
tual Senſe? ee een 104% 

un 6 a Reſtorer of RighteouC- 
- nels' in the Earth, by opening anew, 
and re-publiſhing to Mankind, the pure 
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; f Laws of hig: Kingdom from his own 


Hely Word; by making Himſelf herein 
known again to his People, who through | 
Exil of Life and Unbelief had loſt the 
true Knowledge of Him; by inſpiring 
them thus anew with the. Love of Him- 
ſelf and of Virtue; by checking the 


Powers of Ungodlineſs and. Infidelity, 
which are at this Day riſen to fo/alamm- 
ing a Height; and finally by repleniſh. 
ing the World with all the heavenly _ 


—— 4 


Graces, Virtues, and Bleſſings of Love, : | 


1: Purity, and Peace; according to all thoſe | 
happy Deſeriptions given. by his Pro- 


phets concerning his future Church or 


Kingdom to be eſtabliſhed here i 


Earth. Would not yourſelf and every 
other ſerious Perſon cal! this a real 


Coming of the Lord, full as real as if he 
„ Should außen in e in the dude 


ended. would it not © allo be found 4 
JJJ//%/%/%%ÿ m 


" © 3 1 
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to be a real Coming ieee i in 


the Clouds? f: 
SorH. How do you wt? | 
Pair. What, Sir, if thoſe Clouds 


RM 


ſpoken of in Holy Scripture, wherein 


ve are taught the Son of Man is to ap- 
| pear, ſhould no more mean aural 

Clouds, than the Mountain of +he Lord 
of Hoſts means a natural Mountain, or 


than the River God means a natural 
River, or than the holy/City New Feruſa- | 
lem means a natu ral City? Jebovab, you 
know, is repreſented in Scripture as 


riding upon the Clouds, and making them 


bis. Chariots ;: and bis Worſhip and 


Strength are declared o be in ibe Clouds: 
his Faithfulneſs and | 7;ruth are alſo ſaid 


to reach unto the Clouds: + Now can you, 


or can any conſiderate Perſon ſuppoſe, 


bas cheſe Hauen, on which 1 


* * Pllm wo. 34. N 4 rain; xxxvi. 5. belt. 10. 


: = 


I” 


rYideth, which are his Chariols, in which 
bis Worſhip and Strength are, and to 


which his Rigbtebuſne and Truth reach, 
mean the natural material Clouds of the 
viſible Heavens? Would it not be more 
agreeable to Wiſdom and Truth to ſay, 
that by theſe Clouds are rather meant, 
according to the Interpretation given 


in the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, 


the literal Senſe of his Holy Word, 


which is as a Vail or Ciond hiding 


and overſhadowing the |/pirizual Senſe? 
Many ſerious Chriſtians have long com 


, plained, that the Book of God's Word 
is become, at this Day, a. ſealed Book, 
according to that Deſeription in the 


Prophet, The Viſion of all is become 
« unto you as the Words of a Book that 


« js ſealed, which Men deliver to one 


« that is learned, ſaying, Read this, 1 
« pray thee; and he ſaith, 1 cannot, 


ce « for it is ſealed : And the Book is de- 
als. livered | 
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«,livered to him that is not learned, 


e ſaying, Read this, I pray thee; and he 


- « faith, Tam not learned. What now 


it this ſealed Book, through the Divine 
Providence, ſhould be opened? What if 
the Myſteries of Divine Wiſdom and 
Truth, ſo long: hidden under the Letter 
thereof, ſhould at this Day be manifeſt= 
ed, and made plain to Man's Apprehen- 
ſion and Underſtanding? What if the 
Power and Glory of the Divine Truth 
ſhould thus appear ſhining through. 
the Clouds of. Darkneſs and Obſcurity, 
which had before covered and conceal- 


renewed in Righteouſneſs, re-taught the 
Knowledge of Feſus Chrift, made, as the 
Apoſtle expreſſeth it, to behold in this 


Holy Word, as in a Glaſs, the Glory of 
it TO; and 10 be 8 into We ame 


a, : 


* dai xxix. 11, 12. 3. 
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Image from Glory 10 Glory,* being reple- 
niſhed with all | heavenly Graces and 
Virtues of a regenerate Life? Might not 
this be truly called the Sign of the Son of 
Man coming in the Clouds of Heaven with 
Kaser and great Glory? N 

Sorg. But how may I be RY 
that this is the true NOOR. Idea of 
the Lord's /econd Coming @ es 

PII. Read only the 21ſt Wer 
at he Revelation, and you will there ; 
find it plainly declared, that a moſt ex- 
traordinary bleſſed Work remains il to 
be accompliſhed o this Earth, in the 
Way of Renovation of it's Inhabitants 
in Righteouſneſs. For it is written, 
« I John ſaw the holy City New Jeru- 
« ſalem, coming down from God out 
« of Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorn- 
ed for her Ane Here it is 

expreſsly . 
2 Cor. iii. 1. f Rev. Xi. 2. 
9 


1 e neee de 71", 2-20 
1 ſely laid, that the holy | 4 

| od out of Heaven ; al - oY 
mediately follows, © Behold; the Taber. "0 

is with Men, and he Will! 

| wall with them, and they ſhall be his 


„ and be their God. Thie 
rites therefore muſt needs relate to 1 
ſiome bleſſed Diſpenſation Which Wass to 
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God, ade known'to Mankind, nb 
they might become his Temples, Ta- 
bernacles, or Places of Abode? For 
where can God have his Temple, Ta- 
 bernacle, or Place of Abode, but in up- 


right and pure Hearts, formed by and 


according to his own: holes RY: an, 


or eee: 1915 
Soph. But what FEE all FOR? to. o do | 
with the Lord's Coming, ia od, 


P AnII. Rather ſay, my e Sir, 
What is this but the Lord's Coming, and 
his Coming in the utmoſt Reality f 
Power and Glory? For can the Holy _ 


Word of the Lord be opened and made 


manifeſt? can it's hidden Wiſdom be 
diſcovered, and brought down to Man's 

Apprehienſion? can it's heavenly Con- 
tents be inſeminated in the human Heart? 


can Righteouſneſs and Truth thus be 


made to flouriſh in the Earth, for it' „ 
. Renewal and Renovation, without: the ; 


* 
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Lord's Coming Was not the Lord's firſt 
Coming to open thus his Holy Word anew 
in Men's Minds; and thereby to purify: | 
lo bimſelf a peculiar People, or, in other 
Words, to form a New Church of true 

ſpiritual Worſhippers? And can a pc- 
culiar People be again purified” unto him; 
through a freſh Publication of the ge- 
nuine Senſei of his Word, without his 
Coming again? What I would therefore 
here inſiſt upon is this, in Conformity 
both to what is declared in Holy Scrip- 
ture, and alſo in the Writings of Baron 
 Swedenborg, that whenever and where 
ſoever any freſh Openings of the Divine 
Truth of the Word of God are made 
unto Mankind, whereby a New Church 
of ſincere ſpiritual Worſhippers is eſta- 
bliſhed in the Earth, then and in that 
Place the Lord muſt needs come ; juſt as 

in Regard to an individual Man, when- . 

ſoever the Light of the Divine Truth is 


opened 
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opened. in his Underſtanding; and his - 
Mind is renewed in | Righteouſneſs 
through Obedience thereto, and he is 
_ vidual Church, the Lord muſt needs ſpi- 
ritually come to, and dwell with, ſuch a 
Man, according to his own Words, 
« it 2 Man love Me, he will keep my 
« Words, and my Father will love him, 
0 © and we will come unto him, and make 
our Abode with him.“ And as we 
have already ſcen, that by the Netw Jeru- 
alem coming down from God out of Heaven, 
and the Tabernacle of God being with” 
Men, is meant ſuch a new Diſpenſation 
of | heavenly ' Righteouſneſs and Truth, 
or, in other Words, a Re-publication of'' ' 
the Divine Will and Wiſdom from the / 
Word of God opened anew, in Order for 
the Formation of a New Church amongft © 
Men, this muſt needs ſignify, and be 
* ſohn xiv. 23. | 
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the ſame Thing with'the Lord's Jzcond 
| Do" 1 bon lt. ea cee oft er 


Sopn. Sir, Ithink J begift to appre- 
bend your Meaning. Mou allbw, 'with 


myſelf and other” Chriſtians, that the 
Lord is to me garn tpen Eärth, but 


you underſtand this to be ment Toe 
_ tuallyj"as' denoting}' not! rhe” Diftvherio 
of the Earth; but it's Neno 
purging it from Sin, and purifying't the 
Hearts, the Underſtandings, and the 
Lives of Mankind) throught the Opera? 
tion of genuine Truth, opened ane from 


42 


histown Hol) Wofd:® ©9740 th 2d nile 


Puri This is my Meaning: 3 Folic 


is plain the Lord's elend Coming cannot 


be to deroy che Earth, inaſmuch as le 


Himſelf ſays, ſpeaking on the — pa a 


„ When the Son of Man cometh, fhall 
«<<he:find' Faitk bn the Fart? And 
| mien 140 Then halb two be 
0 8 1 in 
0 Luke xviti. N 


„ by 
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« in-the Field; the one galt be taken, 


"=> „ a. 


« and the other left. Two Women ſhall 


be grinding at the Mill, the one ſhall _ 


« be taken; ; and the other leſt; which 
Words can, have no Meaning, when 


applied. to his Coming to deſtroy the 
Earth, but have a moſt inſtructive Mean- 


e 
che Purpoſe, af purging and rene wing it 


in the Senſe above deferibed. 


* 


Sonn. Yauiconceive' then this Re- 


neal of the Earth to be ſignified by the 


New Ferufalem, or the ew Earth ſpoken 


| bach in the Prophets and. the Revelations? 


PRI. So 1 conceive ;; and this re- 
neued State of the Earth, or of the 


Hearts and Lives of Mankind, 1s. what. 


Baron Swedenborg calls the New Church,” 
the Doctrines whereof are contained in 


his, Writings; and the Eſtabliſhment of 


hs Surah rough the Opening and 
1 SES") Forma- 
* Mes. Aniv. 40, 42 | 


a 
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Formation of the genuine Truth of che 
Holy Word of God in humän Minds, he 
declares and elearly proves to be the true 

Senſe and full Subſtanee of ihe Lord's 
ſecond Coming. WP Er 111 Ha 
Sor. Well, Sir, 1 fd no „ Objec- 

tion at all in my Mind to his- Idea, a8 


1 85 you have explained. it; but it ſeems to 


me boch conſiſtent; with this true Senſe 
of Holy Scripture, and at the ſame Time 
very ſatisfactory, animating, and edi- 
fying; and I promiſe you I ſhall take st 
into ſerious Conſideration. 37 At preſenx au 
I ſhall beg Leave only to trouble you! 
with another Queſtion or two inRegard 
to the Writings of Baron mene 
and firſt, Is there any Reaſon to appre- 
hend, that the Readers of theſe Writiage 
will: be expoſed: ta PerſecutiunCW—7œmw 
PII. Not ſo much, I: hould con- 
ceive, to oui ward eee e | 
inward in a high Degree... 
| 5 Soo. 


9 S 2 3 
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LE „ohr. 1 bannt 1 - underſtand 
| clearly ybur Diffinction nn. 
PII. By vatward Perfecution E me 
ue what may ariſe outwardly from Men, 
Ns but by mward, what may ariſe from tbe 
TIS Oppoſition of contending Perſuaſions and 
Principles, in the Minds of thoſe Whho) 
embrace the Doctrines, and live accord. 
. | ingly. In Regard to the firſt, chere is 
ütttle Reaſon to be alarmed about it, 
322] eſpecially here in "England, where an 
f univerſal Toleration'1 is allowed to all re- 
| Ugioi Sentiments and Opinions, which 44 
have not a Tendeney to ereate Diſorder 


in the State. Oppoſition, indeed, may 


be excited in the Waß of Contradiction 


r 


e both public and private, 


which may be called a Species bf Herre 
Had ' cution, eſpecially when attended with a2 


baſe ahd cenſòrious Judgment; but this 


will little affect thoſe who cordially re 5 


Ceive the Doctrines of the New eee. 1 
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fince they will be taught by thoſe Doc- 
trines, that the Cavils and Raillery of 
Men are of ſmall Account, provided 


their own Conſciences be upright before 
God; and they will have 1 Se- 
curity againſt Diſpute and 
that they will neyer on any Acoitits 
promote it, either by a Fondneſs to 

enter into Controverſy, or by returning 


Railing for Railing with ſuch as are pe- 
tulant and froward; knowing that the 


Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, and that 
true Charity is never contentious about 
Matters of Opinion, but will '4zar all 
Things," ſuffer ail Things, and endure all 
Things, father than kindle the fierce Fire 


of Debate and Animoſity, having Reſpect | 
to what is good in all, and judging 


every one rather from, and according 
to, the Spirit of Goadne /a, than the zcalous 
and ſharp ee of Truth n from 
| I: Nevertheleſs 


. pf 
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bold and prudent to defend the Truth, as 
proper | Occafions preſent themſelves; 
and where it can be done to Edification. 
SopRH. Vou think then that 72ward 
Perſeoution is what may chiefly be ex- 
pectedifrom a Reception of the Writings 
of Baron Swedenborg? Pray explain to 
me what you mean OE inward Perſecu- 
tion: Mr t nn ovonrefy 1477 2900's 
PII. I conceive it, Sir, in a 
Senſe; firſt, in Regard to Doctrine, and 
ſecondly in Regard to Lit; firſt, in 
Regard to Dorine; it will be found no 
ceaſy Matter for any one, at this Day, to 
bring his Underſtandifig out of falſe 
Perſuaſions and pre-concei ved Opinions, 
or fhoſe external Appearances and Ap- 
prehenſions of Fruth, Which are at 
preſent” circulatingiſo plentifully in the 
Chriſtian World, and Which are all of 
them ready to pp ih Violence the = 
Admiſſion of genuine Truth, as mani- 
Wide . — 
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ſeſted from the genuine Senſe of the 
Holy Scriptures, cleared: from the falſe 


Gloſſes and partial- Interpretation of 


 mereyhuman, Wiſdom and Learming. 


This will be particularly the Caſe with 


ſuch, as in religious Matters have here- 
tofore thought much for themſelves, and 
confirmed their Minds in any falſe or 
wild: Perſuaſions, whether ariſing from 


Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, Fanaticiſmm, or 


#3 any other miſguided and blind Devotion. 
And in the ſecond Place, in Regard to 


Life, it will be found a ſtill more dif- 


ficult Thing to bring this into Confor̃- 


mity to pure Doctrine, by eonſtantly 


having Reſpect to the chief End of ſuch 
Doctrine, which fs" Charity, through 


Humiliation and Obedience; by regard 


ing ſpeculative Opinions no further than 


as they are directed to this End; by 
exalting the Spirit of Mercy, Love, and 
Meekneſs, above that of curious Know- 
111 Co: ledge 
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ledge in deep Myſteries, and the Scien- 
ces of holy Things; by judging no lon- 
ger either ourſelves or others from and 
according to the laller Spirit, but the 
former ; by not reſting in the mere Illu- 
mination of the Underſtanding, but pro- 
ceeding to the thorough Purgat ion of 
the Will and Affections, according to 
ſuch Illumination; in ſhort, by joining 
together the Principles of pure Goſpel 
Charity and Goſpel Faith, ſo that both 
may become operative in the Life, and 
the whole Man thus, with all his vital 
Powers and Activities, being humble, 
Influences, may be formed and fixed in 
the beavenly Life and Order of the 
Kingdom of God, and bring forth the 
heavenly Fruits thereof to God's Glory, 
and the common Good. This, as tap- 
pears to me, is fruly to receive the Doc- 
trines of the New: Feru/ſalem, and in the 
3 Accom- 
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Accompliſhment of this Work, all, who 
fo receive thoſe Doctrines, muſt expect 


to meet with much moard. Perſecution 


of oppoſing Spirits and Principles: Ne- 
vertheleſs, if they continue patient and 
faithful, they will experience ſooner or 


later the Truth of thoſe conſolatory 
Words, Bleſſed are they who are per- 


« ſecuted for - Righteouſneſs”. Sake, for 
« their's is the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 
Soph. In what Manner then do you 
ſuppoſe the Doctrines of | the 'New 
Church here on Earth can be moſt 


effectually propagated, n cr DOE. 


Church eftabliſhed??? ll oi 2 
Pull. As to the ae * * 


Do#rines, I think it may moſt effect ually 
be promoted by the Preſs; that is, by 


printing and cirrulating the Writings of 


| Baron Swedenborg; wherein thoſe Doc 
ines are emed. "SR Ty" alfo, 


Qs eat 174 403014 036959 when 
ir d 7 Mat., v. 10. 
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when they become acquainted with, and 
Receivers of thoſe Doctrines, may be a 
Means of circulating: them amongſt 


their reſpective Flocks, by an 


2 85 the Pulpit. | 

Would you think it ah in 
a, Rp oven who received thoſe Doctrines, 
to ſet himſelf up for a public Teacher 
and Preacher of them in the Streets, or 


in private Conventicles? 


Paz, No, Sir; I ſhould think this 


| would be confounding. the Order of 


Clergy and Laity, which, according to 
the Teſtimony of thoſe Doctrines, ought 


not to be confounded by any Means; it 
would alſo tend, according:to their fur- 


ther Teſtimony, to introduce Diſturb- 
ance, Hereſy, and Conſuſion 4nto- the 
Church; ſor it is expreſsly declared in 


the Writings of Baron Swedenborg, as 


was: obſerved above, that . none ougbt 


to teach Truths, but Miniſters ap- 


NT 4 mt 
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« pointed to teach; for if otherwiſe; 


© then the Church is diſturbed with 


« Hercſies,. and rent aſunder:“ It 


would likewiſe be a Means of bringing | 


the Writings themſelves into much Diſ- 
credit and Reproach, by encouraging 
Diſorder in the Church, and tending to 


throw down all Diſtinction of Perſons 


and Characters, which is by no Means 
the Deſign of thoſe Writings. I am 


further of Opinion, that the utmoſt 
Prudence and Diſcretion will be re- 


quired, in ſpeaking of theſe Doctrines, 


vhether publicly or privately, leſt, being 
too haſtily preſſed upon any one, they 
ſhould be miſconcei ved, miſunderſtood, 
or perverted, for Want of due Prepara- 
tion in the Hearer to receive them 
aright; for all, we know, are not capa- 
ble of receiving the ſame Trutbs, and 


ae Truhe themſelves ought. in | 


te) | IE Charity 


2 See Arcana Celtic, n. 6822. 
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ö ; Charityito be with-held from ſome Per- 
| ſons, leſt /h Pearls ſhould be caſt before 
2 Swine. : Our Lord's Example, on this 
l | Occaſion, is a Leſſon we ſhould- never 
4 forget; And with many ſuch Parables 
q e {pake he the Word unto e as 0b 
j « wereable'to hear 4t;?* T TOR 
i} : - Soen. | You . conceive then that wel 
is New Church will be - moſt effectually 
eſtabliſhed by Means of we Ga das _ 
v the, Pulpit 2. 5) STOKE n 
| PII. No, Sir; do not d u 
1 ſtand me. I ſaid b that the Doctrines 
be New Church would be maſt eſfec- 
=. tually propagated: by ibis Means; but, as 

I hinted to you before, there is a very 
17 great Differenee between th Propagal ion 
% P thei Dottrines, and the Eflabliſhment of 
the Church. The Church can only be 
1 eetſtabliſhed by /iving in Cunformity io Ih 
bi Duane. If the Doctrines thereſdrt be 
6 rites + only. . 


; $3.9 Mark iv. 33: 
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only read or Heard, and are not brought 
into Liſe through Obedience, there can 
be no New Church, even ſuppoſing the 
Writings of Baron Swedenborg were 
circulated throughout the whole Earth, 
and underſtood perfectly by every Inha- | 
bitant thereof. 
Sorg. Do you ſuppoſe then that the 
Do#trines contained i in the Writings of 
Baron er wy: be perverted and 
rendered. ufeleſs ? Þ | 
PII. Tell me, pray, wif, - what is 
there ſo good, and ſo pure, which is nor 
capable of being perverted and abuſed ? 
May not the pureſt Atmoſ phere be con- 
taminated? May not the moſt whol- 
ſome Waters be rendered putrid? May 
not the moſt generous Wines be adul- 
terated? What has been more perverted 
and abuſed than the pure and holy Word 
of Truth itſelf, whilſt, as the Lord teſti- 
fieth, © it wo been made of none Ef- 
tk Go " fect 


IE, 
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« fect by the Traditions of Men;“!“ 
| and as the Apoſtle teſtifieth, ** They 
ce that are unſtable and unlearned have 
« wreſted it to their own Deſtruc- 
« tion?“ f And there is no, Reaſon to 
| expect, that the Doctrines of the New 
Jeruſalem will be exempt, in this Re- 
ſpect, from the general Condition of all 
other Things. Jt muſt needs be that Of+ 
fences come ; and to. prevent our being 
offended or diſcouraged hereat, the Lord 
permitted a Judas to have Place in the 
Apoſtleſhip. Had I therefore, a thou» 
ſand. Tongues, I ſhould think I never 
could uſe them enough, in.,repeating' 
again and again to all the Readers and 
Receivers of the heavenly Doctrines 
contained in the Writings of Baren 
Swedenborg, that. if they ſhould fall 
ſhort in the Practice of them; if they 
LEY OO 1 1800 555 «ſhould, 
„see Matt. xv.-6, J Ste 2 2 Pet, ih, 16 UK: 
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- ſhould! fanſy they are of the Lord's New M 
Church, merely becauſe they accede ro = 
thoſe Doctrines; if they ſhould be ſatis- | 
fied with an Illumination of their Un- 
derſtandings thereby, without labouring 
to make pure their Wills and Affections; 

if they ſhould' become thus wiſe in their 

_ ownl-/Conreits) ow hilſt their unrenewed 
Tempers and Diſpofirions declare them 

to be umbiſe; if they ſhould think light 
of the great Duties of Repentance, Hu 

miliation, Self-Denial; Charity, Meek 
neſs, Moderation, and Obedience, being 

pied up itil Knowledge ; if they ſhould: 

judge and cenſure others, who cannot 
think as they do, and deſpiſe former Diſ- 
penſations of Wiſdom and Holineſs; if 
they ſhould leave the ſure Way of the 
Croſs, and Chooſe! for themſelves ano- DP. 
ther Way to Heaven; if they ſnould loſe 0 
Sight of the great eſenlial Ends of the 
Doctrines they e af begin to 


1 -T.2 -,- - contend | 


Fa 


.— 
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3 contend abaot re if they ſhould; „ 
* confound the appointed Diſtinctions of... 
Otrqcer in Society, and intrude into Sta. | 
| tions to which they are not called; if, 
| in ſhort, they do not take Heed to 1 
FT vance in Charity and Purity of Liſe, as . 
| they advance in Science, and to become po 
{oh more humble and more holy, according) r 
1 to their more perfect Knowledge: of the . 
[ Nature and Meafures of Holineſs; 3 
this Caſe, they will pervert and render 5 1g 
uſeleſs the pure and edifying Doctrines 
of the New Cburch, and will propor- 1 | 3 
tionably retard it's Eſtabliſhment andy: 
* they may be compared to that «* fooliſh _ 
ny « Man, who built his Hauſe upon the 
Sand; and the Rain deſcended, and 
« the Floods came, and the Winds SS 
« blew, and beat upon that Houſe, and 
it fell, and great was the Fall of it.“ “ 
But if, on the contrary, they use vile te 5 
2 High dye) 1 
* See Matt. vii. 6; 75 $1 1 | 0 25 | i 2 on Te 
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live as they have been taught, and to 
bring all their Nuawiedgcs, Doctrines, 
and Opinions, into humble Obedience 
to the Spirit of Charity; if to the . 
dom of thel Serpent they join the Harm- 
Iefnefedf the Door, ard to the Under 


ahding of Men, the Simplicity and Iuno- 
cencb of little Children ; if they labour 


thus to become newly formed, quick 
ened, enlivened, and ſancti fied entirely 
of the Lord, by and through his Spirit, 


in all the Parts and Principles both of 


Sdul and Body; if they are careful, ac- 
cording to che great Law of Charity, 
opened and explained in the Doctrines 
of the?New'Feruſulbm; each to act up- 


and Calling, and not intrude into the 
Stations and Callings of others ; if they 
account Charity a a greater Thing than 


rightly and faithfully in His on Station 


Knotbleuge, and ſeek rather to be hum 


bled in n than to ba exalted 1 in 


- * Science, N 


* 
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Science; if they are wiſe to bring forth 
the Fruits of Holineſs in their Lives, in 
the ſame Proportion that they multiply 


Truths in their Underſtandings: in this 


Caſe the heavenly Doctrines of the New: 


Church will be preſerved pure from all 
Perverſion, and will be found to be : 


moſt ſalutary and efficacious in the Re-. 


ſtoration of Man's ſpiritual Principles, 
and thereby to the Eſtabliſhment of the: 


New Feru/alem here on Earth; and all 


- who thus receive and practiſe thoſe Doc- 


trines, may be likened unto. * that wiſe 


„Man, who built his Houſe upon a 


« Rock; and the Rain deſcended, and 
the Floods came, and the Winds blew. 


« and beat upon that Houſe, and it 


« fell not; for it was Ne 4 
(0 Rock. ox + 75 

Sor u. | And pe Sir, ky a you. 
ſuppoſe wilt be the Effects of ſuch. a 
C . Þ 


2 See Mat; wy 24, 25. 
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right unperverted Reception « ol theſe. 
Doctrines amongſt Men? 188 
PII. It appears to me 1945 "ORR 


bind, will be enabled thereby to attain 


unto a more exalted Spirit of Love and 
Charity ;/unto a purer and more diſ- 
tinct Illumination of Wiſdom and 


Truth; unto a greater Freedom in the 


Exerciſe of ſpiritual Powers and Facul- 


ties; unto a fuller and more extenſive 


Operation of ſpiritual Life in all it's 


ſeveral Degrees; and thus unto a purer 
Intercourſe and cloſer Conjunction with 
Heaven and the Lord of en, than 


was heretofore attainable. - | 


Sopn. Do you mean, by an Iuter- 
nk and Conjunds ion toiih Heaven, that 


the Readers of the Writings of Baron 


Swedenborg are /to expect and look for 
tbe ſame heavenly Communications, in 


the May of open Viſion and Voice, * 
dear humſel enjoyed? 


5 V 1 Pan. 


et 
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Puli. Na, Sir that is not . 
Meaning: Such oben Communications 
were indeed vouchfated; to Baron Swe- 
denborg for wife Purpoſes of the Divine 
Providence; but he never leads his 
Readers, in any Part of his Writings, 

to expect the ſame. He leads them, 

however, to expect and look for what 
amounts to the ſame; yea, n ee 
greater and more excellent. 
Sop Rg. As howWw? tei 10 got ES 
- Pair. In the Way of Oe Com” 
munication and Aſſociation with Heaven 
and it's Inhabitantns. 

Sorn. I do noticomprehend you. 

PHII. Know: then, Sir, and. under- 5 
ſtand, chat, according to the Teſtimony 
of the ſacred Writings, as opened by 
Baron Swedenborg, every Man »hattr | 
Communication and Aſſbciation with 
the invifible World of Spirits, Whether 
he e or not, according to the 

4141 | 4 Nature, 
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Nature, Quality, and Meaſure of his 
Love; and the Nature, Quality, and 


Extent of his Wiſdom; as grounded in, 


aud derived from, that Love. If, there 
fore, the ruling Principles of Man's 
Wilt be formed according to heavenly 
Love, which is Love towards the Lord; 
and Love towards his Neighbour, and 
the ruling Perſuaſions of his Under- 
ſtanding be formed according to the 


Wiſdom of ſuch Love, which is the 
genuine Truth of the Holy Command 
ment or Word of God, he then lives, 
tionably from Heaven, and in Conjunc- 
tion therewith, and is in inviſible Aſſo- 
ciation continually with the bleſſed 
Inhabitants thereof, being internally, 
as to his Spirit, united to, and one with 
them And. ſuch inviſible Communi- 
cation I hold to be greater and more 


excellent than any which is open and 


Nr HEE 10, 2 manifeſt, 
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 manifef, agreeable to the Import of our 
Lord's Words to Thomas;, “ Thomas, 
«, becauſe thou haſt ſeen Me, thou haſt 
10 believed ;. bleſſed are they that have 
* not ſeen, and yet have believed. 0 
Sorh. But, Sir, I had always con- 
ceived ĩt to be a Mark of extraordinary 
Purity and Holineſs! in any ode tb be 
favoured with ſpiritual: Viſions and Ma- 
nifeſtations, and was led to think very 
highly of Baron Swedenborg on this 
Accounte 0.2 el al Yo e ing 
Pull. Tllis is the Caſe//with the 
Generality of Mankind. They are apt 
to be caught with Appearances, and to 
exalt them above the Subſtance and 
Reality of Things. Many, for Inſtance, 
would think it a ge Thing to ſee the 
Lord Face to Fate, to cunverſe with 
Angels and Spirits and to be:caughtrup 
with St. Paul into the T bird Nor + 
Dan N 21 riots Ns 284617 b 


N \ 'Y x. 6 " * John xx. 29. 
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who yet eſteem it Hut a mall Thing to f 


become humble, meek, charitable and 
obedient,;Chriflians; when. nevertheleſs 
a rightly;humble, meek, charitable, and 
ohedient Mind aver ſees God, ever con- 


verſes with; Angels, and ist ever in the 
Third Heaven, daccotding ita the trueſt 


and fulleſt, Senſe of. thoſe Ex ore ſſit 


and attains. thus unto a higher State of 
Purification and Acceptatioo; with Gua, 
than, could poſſibly be effected hy anyi 


mere outward Viſions and Revelatians: 
Soph. Ought not I then to think 


highly of Baron Sy edenborg by Reaſon 


ofſhis ſpiritual Communications? 


FH. Nes, Sir, affuredly-;. but not 


more highly of him, on this Account, 
tha of any other humble, ſincere, and 


charitable Chriſtian, - who truly fears 
God, and keeps his, Commandments. # 
For Baron Swedenborg had na particular 


Wien By in * his: ings Illumina- 


tions 


4 
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tions am ſpiritual Intercourſes; and if 
you could aſk himſelf, I am perſuaded 
be would tell: you ſo, and that all his 

real Merit and Greatneſs confiſted in 
greatly exalting God andhis Holy Word, 
in making himſelf very little, in think- 
ing vilely of himſelf as himſelf, and in 
endeavouring continually to amend him- 
ſelf by a more ſincere Repentance and 
Obedience to God's holy Will and Com- 
mandments, according as all other 
Cbriſtians are called to do, and in the 
doing of which they are as highly ſa- 


voured of God, have as near Intercourſe 


with his Kingdom, and are as a cceptable 
to Him, as the moſt iſſumitiited of His 
Saints and Sers) 4 „ e af apa 

S8oph. Lou thine chen eie! in Pro- 
portion as the Doctrints of the Nero 5 
Feruſalem are received and formed into 4 
Life, Mankind will be enabled to attain 
unto a purer Intercourſe and cloſer Con- 

Ts 7M junction 
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junction with Fleaven, and thereby „in 
the Lot@ of Heaben, ain tb Wa of in 
rifle Colnnnthiatiifor bead 


Tiuth; And Peace, thitfiHefer e 
rb T think fe; Ad For filz Mea 
fon bresuſe By te DbArines öf the 
Mees Fermſalens,” Mankind wilt BPR fuß- 
plied With purer und fbünder Prindi; le 
of ruth för the Förtnatldn Ant Regü- 
lation of the Fife in all it's CHAT De 
grees ; "ind" ebery* of Ktiows,! wer 
know, "that Man's Contteftion 
en epend altogether upon 
the Puftneſs uc Söündneft öf thofe 
Principles. For Hevel OW bes 
aſlowed, is a Fort of the pureſt 464” 
nibſt* perfeck Order; "derived from the | 
Word of God, according” 48 it is written, 
By ce Wort of the Fora were the” 
Heavens made; And in e | 
of being | W Fob e daph- 
| Habt! N . ble 5 
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ble of receiving the. pureſt and moſt per- 
*f Life from; God, which is the, Life 
of Love. and ;Charity, every Thing Te 
ceiving ate according to it's Form: dn 
Proporzion, thergfore, as Mankind ſuffer 
their Minds to be made Forms of pure 
an perfect Order from the Word of God, 
n the ſame Proportion they come into 
the Form, Heayep, and conſequently, 
are; receptive. of the purg and perſect 
Life of Heaven; and being of the ſame. 
Far, and. partaking of the ſame com- 
mon Life, they.n muſt, of, Neceſſity be one, 
and in close ConjunQion with. each 
other, according, to,;the Words of the 
Tord concerning thoſe, who received his 
Doctrine,“ The Glory which thou gaveſt 
40 Ne. I have given. them;, that they may 
0 . be One, even as We are One; 1 


« .Them, and Thou in Me, that they 
« my be eee m One. TED To 


9 Jana; 22, 23. 
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Soru. Tou ſuppoſe then, Sir, that 
by the Reception of the Doctrines of 
the (New Fernſalem, and their Forma- 
tion inſthe Life, there will be effected 
ſome Rent wal of the internal ſpiritual 
Forms of Man's Mind or Spirit, where- 
by thoſe Forms will be rendered capable 
of receiving the purer Influences of the 
Life of Heaven, which is Love and 
Charity, and Man will thus be cloſer 
_ Joined with Heaven and it's Inhabitants 
in ſpiritual, though inviſible Intercourſe 
and Aſſociation, tending to improve the 
Bleſſedneſs both: ce his temporal and 
Senn Life? Va W "TH p64 Ne Ny $1 | 
PII. That is my Meaning ; z:for; it 
pears to me, that the preſent ſallen, 
degraded, miſerable; and ſinful State of 
Man, in which he is ſa far ſeparated 
from Communication with Heaven and 
it's bleſſed Life, is owing ſolely to the 
r of Wos mern; ſpiritual Forms 
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dlience genuine Truth of 
God's holy Word; but as he rüturnsto 
the Truth in Obedience a1 i 
of Life; all 
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ſeveral Degrees have ſuffered Injury, 
being disfigured as to Form, and de- 
graded, as to Life ; but in the Renova- 
tion under the New Jeruſalem Diſpen- 
ſation, there is good; Reaſon to hope, 
chat all theſe ſeveral Degrees of human 
Life, whether natural," rational, os. {pi+ 
ritual, will be reſtored each to New neſs 
of Form and Order, and thereby futed 
to receive Newneſs of Life. and Bleſſed- 
NE: 3 And deny me not, Sir, the de- : 
 lightful Indulgence of this Hope, vho 
have long been a Mourner in Zion, 
weeping over her Deſolations, and la- 
menting the Per verſion and Deſtruction 
of her beautiful and heavenly Forms: 
For ſuxely the Promiſes of God muſt 
ave, their Accompliſhment. Hath. he 


55 aid. and hall be. not do it? Or hath he ; 

Spaten, and ſball be nos male it good? 
Mas the New Feruſalem foreſeen deſtend- 
ingiſrom Cod aul 9 Haaven, and Jhall, it 
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not deſcend 3! Haven and Earth nuy Put 
atbay;! Bui” he Nb Salt Wii paſs Rey. 
8 And charge me net; Str, ith the Spirit 
WH of Enthuffaſm,” When J aſſure yu, that 
3 ix is not only my fond Hope; but alſo ny 
denn Belief chat the holy Gy is already 
beginning to deſcend; to the reglifylng 
and ramp Haan the knen ee 
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emal spit holy Body: 5 Menkira 
ſiuxely will henceforth love Gott ande 
another more heartily,” OR 
effestually, than they habe heretafore 
done. The © Corruptions” of ſelf, 
worldly, fleſhly, and eorporeal Leve 
will be removed? All the © /piriridet 
Powers and Affectiens will be purified, 
and reſtored to their proper Order and 

18 Suberdination, in the Acknowledgment 
olf and Submiſſion to their Divine Ori- 
ginal, the manifeſted ITUüv an. IB 
mme mean Time the eee 
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the Mind will partake bf the head enty 
Benedictlon; by che righr Formurion 
and Uſe whereof Man will be enabled 


to diſcover ſolid Prineiples of Truth 
and co cunfym himſelf therein; te the 
Exuktatien, 5 Regulation; Purification, 
And Security of this ſpiri nal Lie. The 
Diſtinctions between Gd. and Evil, 
Truth and Error, will chus be more fully 


uſcertained, the Laws of eternal Order 
detter underſtood; and the ſeveral Duties 
ol. Man; in his feveral.RelationſhiÞsj-ws 


of another, more clearly diſcerned. and 


perceived; Enthufiaſm, "Fanaticiſha, 
and all che Errors of a wild and diſer- 
dered Imagination, ariſing from w blind 

Zeal; wil be hereby ſupplanted, and will 
give Place to 4 clear, calm, and Ready 


Ulumination of the Intellea from the 
genuine "Senſe of "God's Word, well 
formed im the Life; and welk gelten 
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natural. Knbrledge will be cal yy in to 
adorn the New Fer | 
; will! lend it's 8 
Kid feed 274 2; whilſt: all + vicious; bein, | 
2 77 ii called, wil fee away, like the Shades 
5 5 b the riling Sun 21 e 


a 8 4 frei ons * x $6 : 
4 9 . | YT; N IL. 0 W n N „ 
9 7 . * * 5 by 7 #1 op FL ; 7 
. WF * ” =O Iv ' Abe 9 5 OS * ** 4 * * 9 * 
7 Pl rr Fes - 4 85 wy \ * Y , Fl Ee 8 U * > 
: * "I'S, \ 14 * 1 a2 \ * N 
. "x , NW * 9 * 5 . * \ + 
* 25%. WAY 1 10 , Warr 93 f 8 * Ro * or At, * % 1 * 9 * — 
1 J Y 4 o : p % b-. . * 
1 * * * * Tec * 2 & is fa, 9 N #4 9 * 7 
4 Ws? > 1 » 17 ny 1 . 7 * N * N 
1 5 * : "= £ ' * 
4 * 3 by * * * 7 1 £ 
* 2 *a 
= G : \ 
- * * . * 
a - * 
* 6 FP 
, * 4 + $ 
4 - 
Y F * 0 * N 6.34 « of 
* wo « * * * E * { * » I 
* 
. . 
” 
K . , . y ＋ ” 1 
- 
y - 4 * 
, 4 
* i . * a 
+ * ' 
4 
4 « © . 6 
* y ' * 
Tay. : 4 
” ” 1 £ 
@ 9 
* 
. 1 1 * % 
1 1 E 
» - 1 os 7 P . 
* r . 
- 1 o 
. * 
x 
* 8 
* 
: 
: 
I 
- 
4 
= 
” 
4 
* 5 if 
* * . 
** 
f — 
1 
„ * . 
x Ap \ 
a 
- 
1 
— * 
- 1 . 
% 
" * 
N. 
* 
a, s. * 
L4 
” 
* 4 0 Ws = 
x * 
* 
«44 
* 
w * 
” 
3 = 
- * 
F 4 * 
% 
” A 
* 
4 
4 
* * 
a. 
4 4:4 
» 
"ST . 
6 * 
2 a 4 * 9 
"$. ok i 
: ' — ” 7, 
d , . we , + 
7 3 1 * 133 
4 * 1 
* * l F + L F . 5 q * * 
4 4 N 1 fs 25 = I a 
p 5 wy ef SY 1 : # % 5 bd = 
W * 2 1 2 « . : Lk . 4 3 2 
. 2 — * 4 7 " F 7 f *. : * | 
” , : 2 h # N . & & ; 3 X 1 
\ , NY „ 4 * * Wr 
g . N 5 2.8 ; £ * 1 N 4 
. : ; - 1 { *S 44 TIS | 
c 1 3 Q * 
4 . 
x * 6 » * 
N on , 
L 4 $7 * * * * 
85 ö : Ll 
r 1 4 4 A ; 
. 
bo 
4 A 


3 ſeſſion ad * of a Croator,? W 5 + £2 
3 2 "_ Svieur, in che eee 


» * c 
| - 
# £4 6 
4 * 4 
k : \ 2 . 
- * k 
n 
: T 
* 
7 8 i « s 
# 7 5 
. 
— 4 * 
ri 
- Ft 
g — 
- 
7 7 
* 
- * 5 
Wh 0 
be *, 1 
* q 
N % 
1k 
1 
” 
— 
g 
P * 
5 1 83 . * 
4 . 7 
; - bu * * * 7 A 
F v * ” 
1 
K * * 
8 5 * * 
: 
. 4 7 * : 3 
y * 5 8 A 7 y * * - 8 b \ - 
; d P, - | . 
| . ; : : bn 1 jp x ; LIN. 
1 5 m — * & 4 . . R a 4 
4 4 5 mM * L 14 ” . . 4 x 1 * 
o 4 * 
* 3 1 — Kg a 1 : ” 2 * 1 * f * 6 — 2 
- > , rs > 4 # * 8 2 
> . ; ö 
4 5 9 1 4 ; 4 3 : l 2 A 4 * + 4 £ 
* . 7 * 4 2 7 þ L 7 # _y *% 1 
* = 1 . * * on 4 «- A 
* , 4 * * 3 * * * 5 \ 3 * 
& * x * 
& * * 
3 FN | 7 9 
= * * 2 
by r a» . 4" rv [2 4 3 1 * * 
* k 0 * 20% * 4 pes * 7 
i , 4 * o * 
* 14 5 G55 + 4 * 
1 * LA 
— 7 7 
4 
8 . : b 
— 1 
* . 
£ 


* 8 ; 4 
ws 9 
* : 4 * * 
* 1 15 3 7 
1 * 
I "= 
4 * 
2 
— 5 


20S 4 


L FOR . as to oniithves oh Digisc- 9 75 
tions wr Tons AO Order erbaut Man- 
13 kind! 50 e 85 $ 1 A eee 


104 No, Sir; i Re to bes ſuppoſed 159 1 


chat the preſent Diſtinctions of Ragk; 


and Order will continue, and that No- 


thing will be changed but the State of 


Mind in which thoſe Diſtinctions will de 1 
held and exerciſed; there will therefore; _ 
Kill continue to be a Difference of Sta- 


tion, of Office, and of Character amongſt 


PI Men, but the Pride and FYanity ariſing. 5 


from that Difference will be removed 


N 1 . and loſt; for every Member of the New 1 
Pereruſalen, from the higheſt to the 5 


| loweſt, will confider himſelf ' as a Ser- i 


van of the Public, in the Station — 1 


Wh pointed for him by an all-wiſe Provi- 1 8 


dence, to promote the commons ' Good, os 15 

under the Influence of the ſame common . 
Spiri It of Sood- will and Chatity 4: and: | ' 5 5 

bens ps there be a Difference of 
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Office, Employment, and Chari ger, yet 
all being influenced by one and the ſame 
Spirit, «he firſt will be laſt, and the 
«laſt firſt. Kinęs therefore, and thoſe 
who are in Authority, will execute 
judgment and Juſtice in the Earth. 

Prieſts, and thoſe who have ſpiritual 
Adminiſtration, will: walt on their: A, 
1i;fry, publiſhing the pure aS of ſpi- 
ritual Order and Truih om the pubs! 1 
Love thereof. a Soldiers will be 'coutas” - 5 
gedus from Principleʒ and will be valiant 
in Defence of the juſt Laws o „ 
but wWithent Violer - Thjuſtice; or mei 

elty. | Merdbatits ill poiſue Commerec, 1 
not in the Spirit of Covetouſneſs, bur kk 

univerſal Good- will, to open the Doors 
of Communication between diſtant Ne is 
$4 ple, in the Way of mutual Comfort, 

1 Convenience, and Benevolence. Me. Ft 1 
 chanics will be ſkilful and induſtrious, 
each in his ſeveral Oceu pation, but 
„ net ne eg 8 vithout 
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without Viee and Artifiee.. Scholars vin 
ſtudy the Sciences, not in. the Pride 
| thereof; but in the; pure Affection of 
Truth, to adorn the heavenly: Bride: 
te Lambs fei tuith Rai nent. of Nerw 


dle- Mork. All Orders and Ranks f 


Men, in ſhort, will be upright, faithful, 
content, and. diligent, «in their ſeveral. 
Callings, from à ſincete Principle o 
Query io God, aud Goode will towbril Men.” 
Sush, it apptars ta me, will be ſome of i 
the bleſſed Effects ariſing from a right 
- Io. of the the Doctrines of the Nerv 
; and Applicatias of themſtesthe: 
e Dam ſurę, Sir, chat bett yo os 
and eyery fincere Chriſſian muſt he rad; 
to jein us in .carneſt. Prayer, that % 
Kingdbms gf this Warld. may thus lecome 
We a pat of aur. Lu. and, bis Cbriſl. 
. 1 575 ik. Its. (FAREWEE, 2 
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154, 14167 GIFE . 
at 42 1101 hes 9h 
eDASIA is yt A DEST AR 66; 
8 Infant Church has hitherto 
been but little noticed ; bur from 


the very intereſting Nature of it's 
trines, as well as from the Numbers 
which are daily flocking to it, in differ- 
ent Parts of the World, it ſeems highly 
probable that it will ſoon become an 
Object of very Attention and 5 

Inquiry. It is worthy of Remark, that . 
the Profeſſors and Members of this New 1 
Church ſeem totally ſree from that pariñ 
; | Zeal | 2 


” 
4 , : 
4 — — 1 by 


242 AccounT or Baron 1 


Zeal and ſectarian Spirit which modern 
Enthuſiaſm has made the Characteriſtic 


of too many, and which, muſt ever prove 


detrimental to the Intereſts of true Re. 


ligion, A Principle of univerſal Love 
and eee extended not only to 
thoſe who differ from them in Point of 


Sentiment, but even to their very Ene 
mies (if they have any), ſeems to be a 
general and diſtinguiſhing Feature of 


this New Church, and ſtamps an Autho- 
rity upon it's Doctrines, which might 
otherwiſe from their Novelty 15 doubted 
and diſregarded. . 

But before we ſpeak of the Dar 


themſelves, we will firſt take a ſhorr- 
| View of the Life of their Author, his 
Rank in the Kingdom to which he be- 


longed, and the Character he has de, 
borne with the learned World: 


Baron Swedenborg was born at Stock- 1 
holm, in the Year of our Lord 1689. 
| e His 


» 


\ 
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His Father's Name was. Jeſper Swed- 


berg, Biſhop. of Weſt-Gothia, and a 

Man of celebrated Character in his 
Time. He enjoyed early the Advanta- 
ges of a liberal Education, and being 
naturally endowed with uncommon Ta- 
lents ſor the Acquirement of Learning, 
his Progreſs in the Sciences was rapid 
and extenſive; and at an early Period in 
Life he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by ſeveral 


Publications, which gave Proof of. _ | 


Genius and Eruditioun. 


Did Occaſion permit, we ew 0 4 0 


gi ve a long Liſt of our Author's literary 


and philoſophical Productions; but as 


our Subject leads us more particularly to 


the Conſideration of his Theological 
Character and Writings, we ſhall only 
obſerve concerning his other Works, 


that they are held in high Eſteem by 
the Learned in all Parts of Europe, 
bearing evident en of e 

X A 197 Genius, 
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Genius, extenſive Erudition, ſolid Judg- 
ment, and important | Diſcovery, and 
(what was a diſtinguiſhing Feature in 
all his Publications) of moſt W ud 


methodical Arrangement.“ 


Such extraordinary Genius and Tas 
ing, ſupported by ſuch Purity of Life, 
and Uprightneſs'of Character, were not 
likely to be long concealed from public 


Notice. Accordingly we find, that ata 


very early Age Mr. Swedberg became 
an Object of Royal Attention and Fa- 
vour, ne amis to en Con- 
& 7 7144 * [3% ©. 7 4: +1 _ verſe 


* "Go on "This Sobject the Eulogy « on „ Baron 


Swedenborg, compoſed and delivered by Mr. 


Siindall, before the Academy of Sciences at Stock- 


Holm, and. lately tranſlated into Engliſn. See alſo 
Remarks of M. the Marquis de Thoms, on an Aſſer- 


tion of ihe Commiſſioners appointed by the Freneh 
King, for the Examination of Animel Magnetiſm, | 
&c. communicated to the Authors of the Journal 
E neyelopedique, And inſerted in the Vol. of 1 Sep- 
tember, 1785, Tome VI. Part ih 
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wk with. Charles XII. then King of 
Sweden, and appointed by him to the 
Office of Aſſeſſor of the Metallic Col- 
lege, a Place of great public Truſt, and 
much Emolument. He was alſo enno- 
bled in the Vear 1719, by Queen Ulrica 
Eleanora, and named Swedenborg, from 
which Time he took his Seat with the 
Nobles of the Equeſtrian Order, in the 

triennial Aſſemblies, of the States. He 

Was made | a F ellow, by Invitation, of | 


the Royal Academy of Sciences at 


Stockholm, and had a like Honour con- 
ferred on him by foreign Societies. He 
lived in much Eſteem with the Biſneps 
and Nobles of his own Country, and his 

Acquaintance was alſo ſought after by 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed Characters in 
various Parts of Europe, with many of 
whom he. continued to correſpomi 5 
his Death. 5 f 


Aecouur of Baron" 


tages, in the Eyes of many, might per- 
haps appear of much Account; but by 
Baron Swedenborg they were confidered 
only as Things of ' ſmall Importance, 
eſpecially when compared with the 
- Honour to which about this Time (in 
the Year 1743) he was called, of a Na- 
ture ſo extraordinary, and in a Manner 
ſo memorable, that we ſhould be tempted 
to ſuppreſs the Relation, as Having the 
Appearance of Incredibility and En- 
rhuſiaſm, did not the Cauſe of Truth 
require it, not only in enabling us to 
account for the Author's future Life 
and Writings, but alſo in Reſpect to 
the Sanction and Authority which” "ou 
hereby ſtamped upon mem. 5/5. 
As Baron Swedenborg has himſelf 
given a Relation of this Event; we think 
it beſt to confine ourſelves to his on 
Words, fince we would not willingly 
| 2 it, aer r by magnifying or 
diminiſh- 
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diminiſhing the real Circumſtances at- 
tending it. The Account is taken from 
a Letter written to a Friend, not many 
Years before his Death; in which, 
ſpeaking of his temporal Circum- 
ſtances, he thus | expreſſes | himſelf; 
« Whatever of worldly Honour and 
« Advantage may appear to be in the 
«Things before mentioned, 1 hold 
N them but as Matters of low Eſtima- 
„ tion, when r, nnd the Honour 

« 'of that holy Office, to which the 
% Lord himſelf hath called me, who 
«, was graciouſly": pleaſed to manifeſt 
* himſelf to me his unworthy Servant, 
* in à perſonal Appearance, in the 
« Year 1743, to open in me a Sight of 
* the ſpiritual World, and to enable 
* me to converſe with Spirits and An- 
gels; and this Privilege has continued 
« with me to this Day. From that 
1 Tia ime 1 W to ä and publiſh 
£ * various 
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various unknown Arcana, which have 


« been either ſeen by me or revealed to 
« me, concerning Heaven and Hell, 


_ « the State of Man after Death, the 
true Worſhip of God, the ſpiritual 


«« 'Senſe of the Scriptures, and many 
« other important Truths tending to 
« Salvation and true Wiſdom.” © 

It is eaſy to ſee what different. Judg- 


ments will be formed by different Per- 
ſons concerning the above Relation. 
The Atheiſt and Infidel will regard the 


Things contained in it as impoſſible, 


and will inſtantly reject it under that 


| ſopher will ridicule it as extravagant, 
and pronounce it the mere Effect of a 


warm and deluded Imagination: Even 
the ſerious and well- inſtructed Chriſtian 


will have his Doubts concerning it's Re- 


ality, and will ſuſpect the Fact, though 
he . not diſpucs it's Poſſibility. | Su- 
pernatural 
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pernatural Events, in all Ages of the 
World, have thus divided the Senti- 
ments of Mankind, nor is it to be ex- 
pected that in our own Age we ſhall be 
better agreed touching the Truth of a 
Relation ſo marvellous: and miraculous, 
ſupported only. by the Teſtimony of a 
fingle Witneſs... Caution likewiſe: on 
ſuch Occaſions has always been deemed 
expedient by the truly good and en- 
lightened, leſt giving too haſty an Aſ- 
ſent to Things extraordinary, they 
ſhould encourage Impoſture, and put it 
in the Power of weak or ill-diſpoſed 
Perſons to eſtabliſh an Authority over 
the Minds of others, grounded only in 
the Infirmities or nah oak of eye, . 
„„ i Na ler, 25. 
But as an cker ene Reception 
of every ſupernatural Relation is dan- 
gerous. ſo an indiſcriminate Rejection <> 


is no 155 to, and A have theraſdre He 1 
f ak boy be | „ | | ever 8 1 
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ever been equally avoided by all wiſe 


Men.- Candor to examine, -and Judg- _ 


"wal to diſtinguiſh between Truth ang 
Error, between Realities and Appear- 
ances, have for this Reaſon at all Times 
been accounted eſtimable Virtues; and 
general Rules for the Direction of the 
Judgment have accordingly been eſta- 
bliſhed and univerſally received, where- 
by the upright and fincere might be 
preſerved from the Miſchiefs attending 
a blind Credulity on the one Side, and 
a perverſe Incredulity on the other. 
It is not our Province at preſent- to 
point out what thoſe Rules are, much 


leſs to apply them to the Caſe in Queſ- 


tion: We beg Leave however to ſug- 


geſt, with all Deference to the Senti- | 
ments of others, that it is the Duty . 


every candid: Chriſtian to examine well 
the Credibility of the above Teſtimony, 
: ang this Without ee and without 

N Wi PTS 1] * "TRI", 
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Prejudice, inaſmuch as the general In- 
tereſts of Truth, which ought to be 
dear to every one, may be greatly af- 
fected by ſuch an Examination. And 
as the Tenor of Baron Swedenborg's 
Life, dated from the above Event, to 
his Death, together with his Writings 
and the Doctrines therein contained, 
muſt needs have great and deſerved 
Weight in the Determination of an 
impartial Judgment; it appears farther | 
to be the Duty of every ſincere Inquiter 
after the Truth, not to pronounce any © 
Sentence, till he has faithfully and dili- 
gently weighed the ſeveral Circumſtances 
reſpeRing the latter Period of our Au- 
thor's Life, as well as the Nature and 
Tendency of the an een by him 
| during that Period. ee eee 
E For the formation of ſuch Inquirer 
the e following Particillars' were collected, q 


1 
3 Fl 
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and to their Lene Sudeten they 
are ſubmitted. A nen yo 45457 
It is well known that Baron Sek: 12 
borg, after the above extraordinary Call 
to be an Inſtructor of Mankind, dedi- 
cated himſelf entirely to the great 
Work which was aſſigned bim. The 
future Part of his Life was ſpent, agree - 
ably to the high Commiſſion he had 
received, in ſtudying diligently the 
Word of God, in opening and eluci- 
dating the, great Truths therein con- 
tained, and in publiſhing them to his 
Fellow - Creatures, together with the 
important Information made known to 
him concerning another World. For this 
3 urpoſe he frequently. left his native 
Country to viſit diſtant Cities, particu- 
larly London and Amſterdam, Where 
all his Theological Works were printed 
by him at a great Expence, and with 
line W or Probability of a Re- 
imburſe- 
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imburſement. Wherever he reſided on 
his Travels, (according to the Teſti- 
mony of a late Writer, who was perfon- 
ally acquainted with him,) * he was a 
e mere Solitary; and almoſt inacceſſi- 
* ble, though in his own Country of a 
e free and open Behaviour. He affect- 
ed no Honour, but declined it; pur- 


<0 ſued no worldly Intereſt, but ſpent 


his Time in travelling and printing, 4 
ein Order:to communicate Inſtruction * 
% and Benefit to Mankind. He had 
Nothing of the Preciſian in his Man- 
45 make; Nothing of Melancholy in his 


at Temper, and Nothing in the leaſt 


<; bordering on Enthuſiaſm in his Con- 
ber Wee, men Writings. See the Rev. 
Mr. Hartley's Preface to the Treatiſe 
on Influx, &c: &c. alſo to the Treatiſe 

on Heaven and Hell. To this may be 
added, that he affected no Singularities, 

neither was he elated by Reaſon of his 
| „ extra- 


— 


af 
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extraordinary Gifts, ſo as to aim at any 
Pre-eminence in . ſpiritual Things, or 
to ſet himſelf up as the Head of a Party. 
Far from the Spirit of à Sectarian, he 
loved good Men wherever he found 
them, and approved the Truth by 
uhomſoever it was taught; neverthe- 
leſs he was bold and free to cenſure 
Vice under all it's Forms, and amongſt 
all it's Adherents; and to point out Er- 
rors, howſoever reſpectable the Names 
which gave them Authority, In ſhort, 
his whole Life, from the Date of the 
above memorable Event, appears to 
have been that of a Man called to emi : 
nent and extraordinary Services; being | 
J orderly, prudent, pure, humble, and 
1 bene ficent, ſuitable to the heavenly In- | 
1 tercourſe to which he was admitted. 
1 5 He died at London, in the Year 1772, 
and aſter lying in State, was interred at 


* EF” 
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the Swediſh Church, near Radeliff. 
Highway. ; = 
1. "ea" ſaid boos 15 e a 
received implicitly without further, Ex- 
amination by others, that Baron Swe- 
denborg, aſter receiving or pretending 
to receive the above extraordinary Com- 
miſſion, was mad, and becanze totall7ß 
deprived of his rational Senſes; but this 
Inſinuation is ſuch a palpable Contra- 
diction to Truth, and ſuch an Inſult 10 
common Senſe, being over- ruled by 
every Page of our Author's Writings, 
as well as by every Act of his Liſe for 
nine and twenty Years, together, after, . 
that Period, that we ſhould have thought. 
uh alrogether unworthy our Notice, were 
ve not aware that it operates ponerfplly, 
with many; even at. chis Day, to preju- 
dice them againſt a eee eee n 
otherwiſe they would re vere, and againſt. 
Wifi from which they would others, 
„ hs 2 „„ 
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wiſe receive the moſt welcome Inftruc- 
tion; whilſt in the mean Time they can 
give no reaſonable Account of that Pre- 
judice, nor trace it's Origin to any bet- 
ter Source than the unjuſt Calumny-- 
uttered of old againſt another reſpect- * * 
able Name, Paul, thou art beſide . N 
* ſelf; mu uch Learning doth male thee 
% mad,” Acts xxvi. N [4 
Butts return,—Jr is in the Writings 
. the ſtudious and contemplative that 
ve muſt read their Lives, and learn what 
they were; and if we look at Baron 
Swedenborg in this View, we are afto=+ 
_ niſhed at the. Greatneſs of his- Labours, 5 
the Extent of his Knowledge, the Purity 
and Conſiſtency of his Doctrines, the 
115 Order and Perſpicuity of his Diſcuf- 
ſions, all which beſpeak a Mind vaſtly 
above the common Sort, indefatigable 
in it's Exertions, profound in it's Re- 
ſearches, illuminated and clear in it's 
F114 th TITLE Ke, 
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Perceptions ; 4 ious, ſober, and lid, in, 
It's Principles. 1 | 
- firſt of his Theological Works 
which preſents itſelf to our Obſervation | 
is the Arcane Celiſtia, or Heavenly. 
Myſteries; contained i in the Sacred Seri 5 
tures, being. an Explanation of the Books | 
A; Geneſis and Exodus. by his Work. 
a s publiſbed at London, from. the 
Yea 1747 to. the Year 1756, in 5 | 
Volumes, 4to. and contains ſuch, A>, 
riety of i important Matter as can oply. be 
conceived by an attentive Reading « of 
the Work itſelf. I $ general Delign i is | 
to afſert and prove. the, Spirituality and ; 
Divinity - of the Sacred | Scripturey, 
whereby thoſe holy Records are eſſenti- 
ally diſtinguiſhed, from all other Books, 
and to ſhew wherein ſuch Spirituality 4 
: and Divinity conſiſt. The pious Reader 
is herein ſurpriſed and delighted to 
ing, that the holy Word of the Lord 
. through- 


e ö 5 re > 
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throughout contig an intettial or ſpi⸗ 
ritual Senſe, totally diſtinct from that of 
e Letter, yet united and making one 
with it in the Way of Correſpondence. 
This internal or ſpiritual Senſe is eluci- 
dated through the Books of Geneſis and 
Exodus, and occafionally, in the Way 
of Illuſtration, through woſt of the other 
Books both of the Old and New Teſta- | 
ment; whereby it is made appear, that 
not only the prophetical, bur even the 
biftorical Parts of the facred Word, un- 
der the Cover of the Letter, contain in⸗ 
finite Treaſures of heavenly Wiſdom, 
b accommodated to the Underſtandings 
of Angels and Mev, and relating to the 
Lord himſelf in a ſupreme Senſe, to his 
Kingdom and Church in an inferior 
Senſe, and to the Regeneration of Man, 
which is the Opening and Formation of 
the Lord J Kingdom and Church in 
| him,” m | the loweſt or, moſt particular 
0 Senſe. 


- 
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Senſe. The apparent Contradictions f 
the Letter are hereby ſnewn to be 
groundleſs, and we kre no lon ger of- 
fended with thoſe hiſtorical Retationls 
which in many Caſes ſeem irreconcile- 
able, trivial, and unworthy of the Divine 
Author; for in the Spirit, or ſpiritual 


Senle, all is ſeen to be harmonious, i im- 


portant, and worthy of God. | Befides 


his ' ſpiritual Opening of the Holy 
Scriptures, whereby they are rendered 


moſt precious and edifying to every fe- 
rious Mind, the Work before us con- 


tains various memorable Relations of 
what was ſeen and heard by the Author 


in the World of Spirits, together with 


curious Illuſtrations of the Doctrine of 


Correſpondente in particular Relation 
to the human Body; the whole together 


forming a Book full of moſt heavenly 


25 


* e ranged for all who have any Meet- 
wy” | #555 845 34 * r neſs 
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neſs or. Deſire. to. ſee ©. be , wondrous | 
* hinge of God's Law... : 
The Work of our honourable Author, : 
which occurs next in Order of Time, is 
his Treati/e on Heaven and, Hell, or an 
Account of the wonderful Things there- 
in heard and ſeen, publiſhed alſo at 
London, in the Year 1758, in one Vo- 
lume, 4to. In this Work the Vail; is in 
ſome Sort drawn aſide, which ſeparates 
between the viſible and inviſible Worlds, 
The pious Reader is as it were intro- 
duced into the heavenly Societies, and 
taught the Laws and Manners of that 
bleſſed Kingdom, which is the Inberi- | 
tance of the Saints in Light. Various, 
and heretofore unknown Particulars re- 
lating to the Peace, the Happineſs, the 
Light, the Order of Heaven; together 
with the Forms, the Functions, the Ha- 
bitations, and even the Garments of 
the heavenly Inhabitants, are treated 
of 3 
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of all tending to cheriſh in the devout. | 
Soul magnificent Ideas of the Goodnefs, 
the Wiſdom, and the Power of God, 


and the Glories of higKingdorn, and to 


ſtir it up to the Love and the Practice of 


Virtue. In this Work is experimentally | 


proved, that Heaven is not à State of 
arbitrary Appointment, to which all may 
be admitted indiſcriminately;- without - 
Regard to their Tempets and Habits of 


Life; but that it is a State arifing'from - 


the good Affections of the Heart, and a 
Corteſpondeney of the Thoughts and 

Actions, * grounded in ſincere Love 
towards God and Man, and operating 
eee to the Laws of Order, which 
are the Truths of the holy Command- 


Gods, which Lot, like that of the Bleſſed, 
is ſhewn to be, not of arbitrary Ap- 


BY E but the neceſſary miſerable 


Conſe- 
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ments. In the ſame Work may be ſeen 
the unhappy Lot of thoſe who forget 


* Py ad 
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Conſequence of an evil and. thouglitleſs 
Life, enſlaved by the vile Affections of 
Self-Loye and the Love of the World, 
without ever being brought under the 
Regulations of heavenly. Love by a 
right Submiſſion of the Will, the Un- 
derſtanding, and the Actions, to the 
Truth and Spirit of Heaven, which is 
the holy Law or Word of God. Nothing =p 
can be conceived more ediſying. more 
animating, or more awful, than the 
Whole of this Work; it tends to 
ſtrengthen every Inelination to Virtue, > 
by pointing out the Particularities and 
Realities of it's Rewards, and at the 
ſame Time to check the Powers of Evil, ; | 
by exhibiting the various Forms of eter- - 
nal Darkneſs and der which await it 
in another World. ; 
In the ſame Vear, and at 585 — 0 
Place, our Author publiſhed the follow 
ing ſmaller Tracts in Quarto, viz. 1. Of 
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the New Jeruſalem and it's Heavenly 
Doctrine. 2. Of the Laſt Judgment, 
and of the Deſtruction of Babylon. 3. Of 
the White Horſe ſpoken of in the Re- 
velation. 4. Of the Earths in the 
Univerſe, and their Inhabitants. And 
in the Year 1763, 1. The Doctrine of 
the New | Jeruſalem” concerning the 
Lord. 2. Concerning the Sacred Scrip- 
ture. 3. The Doctrine of Life for the 
New Jeruſalem. 4. A Continuation of 
the Subject concerning the Laſt Judg- 
ment, and concerning the Spiritual 
World. All theſe Treatiſes by their 
Titles announce Matters of weighty 

Diſcuſſion and Information, nor do they 
diſappoint the Expectations they excite. 
But we ſhall paſs by them, (only recom- 
mending them to the Reader? s ſerious 
Peruſal) that we may be the more par- 

ticular in our Account of the larger 
Works which follow, n which are 
theſe: 5 


1. 
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1. Angelic Wiſdom in Repard to the 
Divine Love and Divine Wiſdom. This 
Work was publiſhed in Quarto, at Am- 
ſterdam, in the Year 1963, and contains 
perhaps one of the moſt complete, edi- 
fying, and ſatis factory Syſtems of Meta- 
phyſics that the World ever ſaw. The 
Reader is no longer perplexed with the 
unintelligible And of Leibnitz, the 
Subtleties of Deſcartes; the Ideulibies of 
with the hlaſpbemies of Spinoza, and the 
pernicious Tenets of modern Material- 
iſm; but a clear, ſimple, yet moſt mag. 
niſicent View of the Creator and of 
Creation is opened to his Underſtand- 
ing. The great Line of Diſtinction is 
drawn between God and Nature, between 
the Worker and the Work, and the en- 
lghtened Mind is enabled thereby ſo to 
ſeparate between the one and the other, 
as to avoid all that Confuſion, Which in 
; e moſt 
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moſt other Syſtems is ſo. apt to e 
raſs, not to ſay pervert the Ideas of the 
Reader. Spirit and Matter have each 
their ſpecial Boundaries allotted them, 
and it is ſhewn that each bave their ſeve- 
ral diſtinct Degrees, but that theſe De- 


grees are ſuch, that it is impoſſible the 
poureſt Degree of what is material ſhould 


ever become ſpiritual, or that the loweſt 
Degree of what is ſpiritual ſhould ever 


become material. It is further ſnewn 


in this truly wonderful Work, how all 
Degrees, both of what is ſpiritual and 


what is natural, are united in Man, and 1 5 


that the ſeveral ſpiritual Degrees are 


© opened in him, whenſoever he hath a a 


right Reſpect to his Creator, and ſub- 
mits his Life to the Regulations of the 
Laws of Divine Order. The great Doc- 
trine of Forms alſo is proved and illuſ- 
trated in this Work, whereby is made 
manifeſt this intereſting Truth, that all 

. 2 1 


eee ee eee eee 


266 


Accouxr or BARON 


the Subjects of Creation, under all their 
indefinite Varieties, whether ſpiritual or 
natural, are merely Forms diverſely or- 
ganized, and thereby, diverſely accom- 
modated to the Reception of Life, not 
poſſeſſing in themſelves any living Prin- 
ciple inherent in them as their own, but 
receiving, exerciſing, and enjoying ſuch 
a Principle by continual Influx from 
another, and thus finally from God, the 
only Fountain of all Life. According 
to this Doctrine it is further ſhewn, that ; 
Man is a ſpiritual Form, receptive both 
of mediate and immediate ſpiritual Life, 
with all it's Bleſſings from God; an or- 
dinate and upright. Form, if he ſubmits 
his Life to the Laws of Order and Up- 
rightneſs, which are the Laws of God; 
but an inordinate and inverted Form, if 
he rejects thoſe Laws, in which latter a 
Caſe he perverts the Divine Influx, and 
turns ſpiritual, Life into ſpiritual Death, 
| Or ps 


Ip =. 
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and Divine Bleſſing into the 'infernal 
Due 1 153 BY eee 
In the folliiving Vaart a Sort of Com- 
panion to the above Work was publiſhed 
at the ſame Place, by our Author, enti- 
tled- Angelic Wiſdom concerning | the Di- 
vine \iProvidente. The Deſign of this 
Work is to ſhew, that the Laus,  ac- 
cotding to which the Divine Providence 
operates, have Reſpect to Man's eternal 
Bliſs in the heavenly World, and of 
Conſequence to his Purification and Re- 
generation in this World, as the only 
poſſible Means whereby his future Well 
being can be ſecured. | On this Ground 
it is clearly evinced, how the Permiſſion 
of Evil is conſiſtent with: the Plan of the 
Divine Economy, and that the Proſpe- 
rity of the Wicked in this Life is no 
Argument againſt the over- ruling Power 
and Order of an vall-wiſe Adminiſtration 
53 2 5 of 
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of Events. The Councils and Opern 
of the Deity in Regard to the Removal 

of Evils from Man, and his conſequent 
Purification and Regeneration, are 
abundantly demonſtrated conſiſtently 
both with Scripture and Reaſon; and 
herein the Free- will of the Creature is 
ſhevn to be perfectly reconcileable with 
the Omnipotence of the Creator, and a 
neceſſary Principle to be exerciſed in 
Co- operation with the Divine Influence, 
inaſmuch as otherwiſe the Creature can 


never be rendered a free Recipient of 5 


what is from God, and of Courſe can 


never become truly and perfectly bleſſed | 


in God, which is the great End of Man's 
Creation. Such are the weighty and 
intereſting SubjeQs treated of in this 
Work, and diſcuſſed with ſo much 
Order, Preciſion, ſound Judgment, and 
Conformity to the. Sacred Writings, | 
8 „ that : 
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that it can never enough be recommend- 
ed to the ſerious Peruſal and Conſidera- 
tion of Mankind. - _ | 
But Works of equal or white Im- 
portance yet demand our Attention. In 
the Vear 1764, the Apocalypſe Revealed 
was firſt publiſhed in one large Volume, 
quarto, at Amſterdam; a Work of 
which it is impoſſible to give the Reader 
N any adequate Idea. Suffice it to ſay, 
that it contains a. full and ſatisfactory 
Opening of the deep Arcana contained 
in that myſterious Book, which the good 
and learned in all Ages have in vain en- 
deavoured to unfold. From this Open- 
ing or Explanation it is made very ma- 
nifeſt, that the prophetical Parts of the 
Revelation have immediate Reference 
not only to the paſt, but alſo to the pre- 
ſent Times of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation; 
containing a full Hiſtory of the ſucceſ- 
_ five Declenſions of the Church from it's 
— oo  _ 
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original Purity, till it is come at laſt to 
a miſerable State of Babyloniſh Corrup- 
tion and Confuſion. Howſoever the 
pious Reader may be troubled under this 
Idea, he will not fail to be equally con- 
ſoled under the certain Promiſes of 
« the holy City New Jeruſalem coming 
« down from God out of Heaven, pre- 
<« pared as a Bride adorned for her Huſ- 
% band;” which Words are interpreted 
by our enlightened Author as deſcrip- 
tive of a new Diſpenſation of heavenly 
Truth, breaking through and diſſipating | 
the Darkneſs which at this Day prevails 
on the Earth, whereby the Laws of the 
Divine Order, and the Economy of 
God's Kingdom, Providence, and mar- 
voellous Operations, will be more clearly 
and fully underſtood, and the Hearts of 
Men will be thus opened to a nearer In- 
tercourſe with Heaven, and rendered ad- 
miſſive of the purer Influences of Goſpel 
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Love and Charity in their Lives and 


Converſations. It is a Circumſtance 


which merits Conſideration, that the 


deep Myſteries of this Book of the Re- 


velation are opened by the ſame Key, 
_ {viz. the Doctrine of Correſpondencies 
between Things ſpiritual and Things 
natural, ) which ſerved before to open the 

Books of Geneſis and Exodus; and the 


Reader is amazed to ſee, by demonſt ra- 


tive Evidence, how this is the true and 
only Key whereby the Sacred Writings 
can be fully n, e, and re- 


ee 3 
This Work was fobcenind va es 


Y in the Year 176 8, and publiſhed at the 


ſame Place, entitled The Delights of Wi/- 


dom reſpecting Conjugial Love, and the 
Pleaſures of | Inſanity reſpecting Scortatory 
Love, in one Volume, quarto. The 


Title of this Work, at firſt Sight, does 


not ſeem to announce any Thing con- 
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original Purity, till it is come at laſt to 
a miſerable State of Babyloniſh Corrup- 


tion and Confuſion. Howſoever the 
pious Reader may be troubled under this 


Idea, he will not fail to be equally con- 
ſoled under the certain Promiſes - of 


« the holy City New Jeruſalem coming 
« down from God out of Heaven, pre- 
« pared as a Bride adorned for her Huſ- 


band; which Words are interpreted 


by our enlightened Author as deſcrip- 


tive of a new Diſpenſation of heavenly 


Truth, breaking through and diſſipating : 


the Darkneſs which at this Day prevails 
on the Earth, whereby the Laws of the 
Divine Order, and the CEconomy of 
God's Kingdom, Providence, and mar- 
vellous Operations, will be more clearly 
and fully underſtood, and the Hearts of 
Men will be thus opened to a nearer In- 


tercourſe with Heaven, and rendered ad- 


 miſlive of the purer Influences of Goſpel 


Love 
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Love and Charity in their Lives and 
Converſations. It is a Circumſtance 
which merits Conſideration, that the 
deep Myſteries of this Book of the Re- 
velation are opened by the ſame Key, 
liz. the Doctrine of Correſpondencies 
between Things ſpiritual and Things 
natural, ) which ſerved before to open the 
Books of Geneſis and Exodus; and the 
Reader is amazed to ſee, by demonſt ra- 
tive Evidence, how this is the true and 
only Key whereby the Sacred Writings 
can be ly 4408 OP and re- 
conciled. e 
This Work was abe by er 
in the Vear 1768, and publiſhed at the 
ſame Place, entitled The Delights of Wiſe 
dom reſpetting Conjugial Love, and ibe 


Pleaſures of Inſanity reſpecting Scortatory +24 


.Love; in one Volume, quarto. The 
Title of this Work, at firſt Sight, does 
not n to: announce any Thing con- 

e 4 nected 
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mnected with Religion or the Law of God, 
but on Examination it is found that the 
Intereſts of every Thing ſerious are 
united with the important Subject there- 
in diſcuſſed; which is no leſs than a 

ſcriptural and rational Inveſtigation of 
the Origin, Nature, Laws, Uſes, End, 
and Duration of conjugial Love, and of 
it's Oppoſite, which is ſcortatory Love. 
By this Inveſtigation, iwhich is equally 
clear, orderly, and convincing, it ap- 
pears that true conjugial Love has its 
Ground in the Marriage Union of Love 
and Wiſdom, or of Goodneſs and Truth, 
conſequently in the Love of the Lord 
and the Church, acquiring a Degree of 
Power, Bleſſedneſs, Purity, and Perma- 
6 nency in Man, Propor tioned 0 his Ad- \ 
vancement in ſuch Marriage Union. On 

the other Hand, it is as clearly proved, 
that ſcor/atory - Love originates in the 
n of Love and. Wiſdom, or of 
Goodneſs 
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. Goodneſi and Truth; conſequently of the 
Lord and his Church; and, according 
to the Meaſure of ſuch Disjunction, ac- 
_ quires it's miſchievous and condemning 95 
Power and Aſcendancy over the human 
Mey Heart. Hence it is made manifeſt, that 
he State of true conjugial Love amongſt 
Men has always kept Pace with the 
State of religious Love and Wiſdom, 
being ſpiritual with the ſpiritual, na- 
tural with the natural, and carnal with 
tte adulterous. In this Work the Au- 
tthor likewiſe proves, in the moſt ſatis- 
factory and clear Manner, that true con- 5 
ee Love can only ſubſiſt between one 
FHuſband and one Wife, and thus cau- 
ttons the Mind againſt that dangerous 
Fe and antichriſtian Je ctrine of a Pluralit _ 
- 06 Wives, which has lately been propa- 
geated, and confirmed from certain Paſ- hy RY 
fſiages of the Old Teſtament falſely unn. 3 
e ny from: ide 7 pt ci 
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| Author's Teſtimony. in this- moſt edify- 
ing and extraordinary Work, that con- 
Jjugial Love remains after Death; and 
hence is ſuggeſted to every conſiderate 
Mind, a moſt powerſul Argument to a 
good and religious Life, inaſmuch as + 
the Bleſſedneſs of that Love in Eternity 
will depend altogether upon the Degree 27 
of Purification and Regeneration attain- 
ed to by the ſincere Love of God, the 
right Underſtanding of his Laws, and a 
conformable Practice in the Life and 
Converſation. The Subject therefore 
of this Work, well conſidered, is wor- 
thy of all Attention, and is earneſtly re- 8 1 
commended: to public Notice. \. 
Paſſing by two ſmall Treatiſes, the! 8 
one entitled A Brief Expoſition 'of te 
Defines of the New Church, and the 
other Concerning the Commerce or :Commu-+ OF 
nication between Soul and Body, we come 
now- "ies the laſt pf our und s Works, 
n 5 CIO N 
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- publiſhed: in quarto, at Amſterdam, in 
the Year 17971, and entitled True Chri/- F 
tian Religion, containing the Univerſal 
Theology of the New Church, which was 
foretold by the Lord in Daniel vii. 13, 14; 
and in the Revelation xxi. T, 2. It is 
remarkable, that this Work was written 
by Baron Swedenborg when in the 
 eighty-ſecond Year of his Age, and yet 
exhibits all the Marks of a vigorous and 
lively Underſtanding. It may be con- 
ſidered as a Summary of all his other 


5 Theological Writings, in which his 


Doctrines are as it were concentrated, 
and brought into one Point of View; 5 
and on this Account it is to be recom- 
mended to the Peruſal of all who wiſh 
to get a general Idea of the Contents of 
the preceding Books. The Subjects F 
principally treated of in this Work are 
theſe: 1. Of God the Creator, and of 
Creation. 2. Of the Lord the Re- 
deemer, 
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deemer, and of Redemption. 3. Of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and of the Divine Opera- 
tion, and of the Divine Trinity. 4. Of 
the Sacred Scripture, or Word of the 
Lord. 5. The Catechiſm, or Deca- 
logue, She as to it's external and 


internal Senſe. 6. Of Faith. 7. Of 


Charity, or Love towards our Neigh- 


bour, and of good Works. 8. Of Free- 
will. 9. Of Repentance. 10. Of Re- 


formation and Regeneration. 11. ff 
Imputation. 12. Of Baptiſm. 13. of 
the Holy Supper. 14. Of the Con- 
. ſummation of the Age; of the Coming 
of the Lord; and of the New Heaven 
and New Church. In the Diſcuſſion of 
theſe various Subjects may be ſeen out 
Author's leading Sentiments on ſome of 
the chief Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and 
wherein he differs from, as well as 
wherein he agrees with, received Syſ-. 
tems, In Fin on the Godbead, he 


diſal- 


* 
A 
57 
*. 
. ® 
: 
: 
F 
4 


SwepenBoRo's WRITINGS. 277 


diſallows of a Triperſonality in his Na- 


ture, contending that ſuch an Idea is 


both erroneous and dangerous, ground- 


ed in a groſs Miſconception of the Di- 


vine Being, and ſerving to diſtract the 


Minds of all true ſincere Worſhippers. 
Nevertheleſs he acknowledges. a Divine 
Trinity, though not a Trinity of Per- 


ſons, and proves from various Authori- 


ties, both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, that this Trinity | is in the one Per- 


en of our Lord Feſus' Chriſt, conſiſting 


of three diflin&t Powers or Principles, 


viz. the eſſential Divine Principle, the 
Divme Human, and the Divine Pro- 


Aub dle 0 to o this es the Lord * 125 
Chriſt in the New Teſtament i is ſnewn 


to he no other than the Febovab of the 
Old, made manifeſt in the Fleſh, — 


. 7 Aa | | a eſſen- 
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of God. From! theſe important Sub- 
jects he proceeds to a Conſideration of 
the Sacred Scriptures; or Word of God, 


eſſentially. united with the Human Na- 

ture or Principle, which he aſſumed and 

made Divine; from which Union pro- 
1 called in 
Scripture the Holy Gboſt. Having thus 
fully opened and explained his Doctrine 
concerning the Chriſtian Lord and Re- 
deemer, he next proceeds to unfold the 
true Nature of Redemplion, as conſiſt- 


ing, not in a vicarious Sacrifice, and 


Atonement thereby of Divine Wrath, 
but in a real Subjugation of Hell or the 


Powers of Darkneſs, and in à Gloriſica- 


tion of the Human Nature, whereby 


the Minds of Men were reſcued from 


impending Deſtruction, and had Power 


again given them to work out their Sal- 


vation, and become the regenerate Sons 
. 


N their * and Spirituality, 
* . 5 | accord- 
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according to what was ſhewn above in 
ntiments are in Regard to a 
He allows of no 
aith but what is grqunded in Charity, 
and operates according to 
| eternal Truth and Order, which are the 
| ents of God: Neither does 
that Charity, which frequently 
paſſes under lame; but 
defines it to be 2 liviog Principle 
ightly and ſincerely; 

Man in the Diſc of e ee 
and under every Engagement and Rela - 
tion of Life. He groumds the nnr 

2 Repentance in the fallen State of the 
human Soul, as immerſed. in Evil both 

k tary and actual, from which it 
can never be delivered but by ſincere 

1 “ | Aa . Exami- 

at "Ip ES — 3 — — 
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| Examination of itſelf, in the Light of 
che Divine Truth, touching it's Evils, 
attended with an earneſt Deſire and En- 
deavour to depart from them. The 
Removal of Evils aſter ſincere Repen- 

tance is what is properly 'fighified by 
the Remiſſjon of Sins, as the conſequent; 
_ Growth of the Soul in the new Life of 
Faith anfl Charity comprizes, according 
to our Author, the full and perfect Senſe 


of Chriſtian Regeneration. Hence is 


 ſhewn the Nature and Neceſſity of 
Man's Free-will, together with the 
dreadful Conſequences of the predeſti- 
narian Syſtem, and the no leſs falſe and 
dangerous Tenets reſpecting an Inpu- 
tation of the Merits and Rightepuſneſs 
of Chriſt. Next are pointed out the 
true End, Deſign, and Uſes of the two 
Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Holy 
Supper, opened and explained agreeable 
to the eee ot 5 Cree 
TELE EN | FS between 
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between Things natural and fpiritual. Y 
And laſtly, amidſt the Depravity and 4 
Darkneſs which have overſpread the | : 
Face of--Chriſtendom at this Day, we | 
are conſoled by the Proſpect of a glo- 6 vs | 
rious Church, the New Feraſalem Diſ= 
penſalion, or ſecond Advent of our Lord, 

as promiſed both in the Scriptures; of 
the Old: and New Teſtament, conſiſt- e 
ing, according to our Author, not in 7 
the Deſtruction, of the viſible Heayennssss 
and Earth, but in the Manifeſtation of Ed 4 f 
the pure Laws of Order, which are the 14 
Laus of Heaven, to Mankind, derived 75 4 J 
from the holy Word of God; whereby [ : 
the Miſts of Error will be diſhpated, _ i : 
and the Divine Will made known more 1 
perfectly; ſo that if Man's Life be con, | : * 1 
formable thereto, he will be enabled tio 
attain unto cloſe . Conjunction with || Þ# 
Heaven in the Spirit of Righteouſneſs, ' 
. and Peace, and being reſtored, _ 
A a 3 9 
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| Examination of itſelf, in the Light of 
the Divine Truth, touching it's Evils, 
attended with an earneſt Deſire and En- 
deavour to depart from them. The 
Removal of Evils after ſincere Repen- 
tance is whar is properly ſignified by 
the Remiſſion of Sins ; ; as the conſequent; 
Growth of the Soul in the new Life of 
Faith ant Charity comprizes, according 
to our Author, the full and perfect Senſe 
of Chriſtian Regeneration. Hence is 
ſhewn the Nature and Neceſſity of 
Man's Free- will, together with the 
| dreadful Conſequences of the predeſti- 
narian Syſtem, and the no leſs falſe and 
dangerous Tenets reſpecting an Impu- 
tation of the Merits and Rightepuſneſs 
of Chriſt. Next are pointed out the 
true End, Deſign, and Uſes of the two 
Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Holy 
Supper, opened and explained agreeable! 
to che eee oat 1 Correſpondencies 
1 between 
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between. Things natural and ſpiritual. 
And laſtly, amidſt the Depravity and 


Darkneſs which have overſpread the 
Face of Chriſtendom at this Day, we 


are conſoled by the Proſpect of a glo- 
rious Church, the Ne Feruſalem Diſ 


penſal ion, or ſecond Advent of our Lord, 
as promiſed both in the Scriptures; of 
the Old and New Teſtament, confift- 
ing, according to our Author, not in 
the Deſtruction, of the viſible Heayens 
and Earth, but in the Manifeſtation of 


| the pure Laws of Order, which are the 
Laws of Heaven, to Mankind, derived 
from the holy Word of God; whereby 
the Miſts of Error will be diſſipated, 
and the Divine Will made known more 


perfectly; ſo that if Man's Life be con- 
formable thereto, he will be enabled to 
attain. unto cloſe Conjunction witch 
Heaven in the Spirit of Righteouſneſs, 
Truth, and Peace, and being reſtored 
. Aa, 
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to an heavenly Life, Form, and! Image 

in this World, will hereaſter moſt aſ- 
* ' firedly: have his eternal Lot with the ? 
3 dleſſed in the heavenly Kingdon. 
= Such are the great Outlines of as ; 
1 Dockrines delivered in the Writings Dof- -- 
Baron Swedenborg, which from their 
Nature and Importance, as well as from 
the extraordinary Character of the Wri- 
ter, moſt afſuredly demand the ſerious 
Attention of every Chriſtian. Might 
Ve be permitted to give our Sentiments 
 reſpedting their genuine Tendency, we | 


q 5 Aated to make Men think juſtly, and io 
B live uprighthy, virtuouſly, and peacea- | 
GO . by, according to the true Spirit of God's 


the Mind from the Intricacies and Per- 
1 of many erroneous Opinions, 


which are at n circulating in the 
Church, and at the ſame Time from 
the 


mould fay, that they ſeem highly calcu- Y 


Commandments: They tend to deliver 
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the Diſorders of Fanaticiſm, Superſti- 
tion, and Enthuſiaſm, by opening, in a 
wonderful Simplicity, Purity, and Con- 
ſiſtenecy, the great Laws of Order, which 
are the Laus, of eternal Truth: They 
 inculcate a high Reverence and Love 
for the Perſon of the Redeemer, by 
ſhewing who and what He is, and like- 
wiſe for his hol) Word, by unſolding 
the hidden Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom 
and Truth therein contained: They con- 
- firm every Motive to a religious and 
obedient Life, by exhibiting an experi- 
mental Teſtimoñy, ſuch as was never 
before vouchſafed to Man, concerning 
the bleſſed Fruits of Holineſs, and the 
miſerable Conſequences of Sin, in ano- 
ther World. In ſhort; the Church has 
every Thing to hope from their univerſal 
Reception, and Nothing to fear, whilſt it 
continues to be accounted an effential 
Characteriſtic of the Church 10 &noro 
. FEES #6 and 


and loue the. Lord Telus cu. and ik 
_ bis COR Gt a lim nw 


+ + wid nr! very ee aſked; 
whether theſe Doctrines are any where 
publicly taught, and whether any par- 


adopted ; by 5 thoſe who embrace them}. 
But, according to the beſt Information 
we have been able to obtain, it. does not 
appear that any Thing of this Kind has 
actually taken Place as yet;* their chief 
| Concern being an Attention to the Dus 
ties and Subſtance of Religion, without 
a tenacious Adherence to any of it's 
Forms; well knowing that every Form 


or Mode of Worſhip is accepted by 


God, where his Word is acknowledged, 
and the neee miniſtered. 


Societies, however, are already formed 
in different Parts of Kane for propa- 
gating the”s Joct 


| borg, 


| . Anno 1786. 
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| borg, all which are conducted in a 


| peaceable and becoming Manner; and 


| where Societies have not yet been eſta- 
Dt there are nevertheleſs many In- 


dividuals who admire his Writings, and 


declare their full and hearty Concur- 


' rence with all that he advances ; parti- 


cularly in England, France, Germany, 


Holland, Swe en, Ruſſia, Poland, Tur- 
key, and even in the Eaſt and 


Indies, and America, LT 
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